How to have healthy 


307668 


9 | 770261 


How to have 


The body's 
largest organ 
A i} 


‘lonly shower 
every other day’ 


Sali Hughes 


Saturday 


30 September 2023 


£3.80 
From £2.03 for s 


ubscribers 


Newspaper of the year 


Exclusive 


North of. England editor 


Almost £600m of public money has 
already been spent buying up land 
and homes for HS2 in the north of 
England, despite uncertainty over 
whether the train line will ever get 
beyond Birmingham. 

The prime minister, Rishi Sunak, 
on Thursday repeatedly refused to 


£600m may be wasted 
on HS2 homes buy-up 


commit to taking the HS2 line to 
Manchester, amid concerns that the 
project’s cost could exceed £100bn, 
three times the original estimate. 
So far, almost £423m has been 
spent buying up 424 properties on 
the western leg from Birmingham to 
Manchester, despite there being no 
spades in the ground on that imper- 
illed section. Of that, £219m has been 
spent on the Birmingham to Crewe 
section and £204m on Crewe to Man- 
chester, the Guardian has learned. 


Among those to sell up was the 
comedian John Bishop, who report- 
edly sold his mansion in the Cheshire 
village of Whatcroft for £6.8min 2019. 

Meanwhile, £164m has gone 
towards buying 530 “blighted” prop- 
erties on the eastern leg to Leeds, 
which was “paused” in November 
2021. That includes brand new houses 
on the Shimmer estate in Mexbor- 
ough, near Doncaster, which was not 
on the original maps that HS2 engi- 
neers used to plot the route. 


Homeowners living on the east- 
ern route can still apply to sell up 
to HS2 because the land remains 


ernment decide to fund and build it. 

The new figures come as Boris 
Johnson attacked Sunak for his fail- 
ure tocommit to the project. Writing 
in the Daily Mail, he said abandoning 
the line north of Birmingham would 
amount to “betraying the north of 
the country and the whole (12) 
agenda of levelling up”. 
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killing 


Breakthrough for 
infamous unsolved 
murder case, 27 years 
after drive-by shooting 
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New York 
state of 
emergency 


Heavy rainfall and flash 
flooding brought chaos 
tothe city last night with 
residents urged to seek 
higher ground Page 42 > 
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Fuel economy and CO, results for the BMW i5. Mpg (I/100km): Not applicable. CO, emissions: 0 g/km. The i5 model range electric range: 284-357 miles. Range figures obtained 
after the battery had been fully charged. The i5 is a battery electric vehicle requiring mains electricity for charging. Figures shown are for comparability purposes. Only compare 


100% ELECTRIC 


electric range figures withse | to the samettee dl procedures. These figures may not reflect real life driving results, which will depend upon a number of factors 
includin gatine the batten eessories fitted (post registration), variations in weather, driving styles and vehicle load. 
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News 


Tories must explain who knew of tax 
inquiry into party donor, says Labour 


Anna Isaac 


Labour has demanded that the Con- 
servatives explain who knew about 
a tax investigation into one of the 
party’s most important donors, 
Anthony Bamford, and when they 
were informed. 

Anneliese Dodds, the Labour party 
chair, has written to her Tory oppo- 
site number, Greg Hands, toaskifthe 
party will return millions of pounds 
donated by the peer and his family, 
if HMRC finds wrongdoing. 

Itcomes ata sensitive time for the 
Conservative party, which is gather- 
ing for its conference in Manchester 
next week and struggling to fill its 
war chest before the next general 
election. 

The Bamfords, who own the JCB 
construction equipment group, have 
been among the biggest donors tothe 
party in recent years, with support 
totalling morethan £10m. This week, 
the Guardian revealed that Bamford, 
who was made a life peer by David 
Cameron in 2013, has been under 
investigation for three years over his 
tax affairs, along with his brother and 
fellow Tory donor, Mark. 

Dodds’s letter, made public “in 
the national interest”, called on 
Hands to explain whether Lord 
Bamford disclosed the investigation 
to him, the Tory party or the party 
whips. “Public faith in politics and 


politicians has been severely tar- 
nished by the past few years,” wrote 
Dodds. “Ido not need to remind you 
of the prime minister’s promise on 
entering No 10 of ‘professionalism, 
integrity and accountability at all lev- 
els’. I would be grateful if you could 
explain how this promise is compat- 
ible with such a significant donor 
being under investigation. 

“The strength of our democracy 
and the public’s confidence in poli- 
tics and politicians depends on all of 
us in public life being seen to do the 
right thing.” 

Bamford and his family have given 
more than £10m to the Conservative 
party over the past 20 years via gifts 
and donations, and were prominent 
backers of the Vote Leave campaign 
to exit the EU. 

During the period during which the 
investigation into the Bamfords by 
HMRC has been ongoing, the Con- 
servative party and the former prime 
ministers Boris Johnson and Liz Truss 
have accepted donations and gifts 
from the Bamfords. 

Anthony Bamford personally paid 
for Johnson’s 2021 wedding party, 
which he hosted at his Cotswolds 
estate, and offered the use of his 
London townhouse and a cottage 
to the former prime minister’s fam- 
ily at below market rent last year. 
The family’s company, JC Bamford 
Excavators, also helped fund Truss’s 
Conservative party leadership cam- 
paign in 2022. 


pea a ase 
A Anthony Bamford and his family 
have donated more than £10m 


Dodds asked Hands: “If wrong- 
doing is found, will you return, in 
full, all of Lord Bamford’s donations 
to your party?” 

The Conservative party and Hands 
have been approached for comment. 

On Thursday, Rishi Sunak refused 
to say if the party would accept any 
further donations from Bamford or 
his family while the investigation 
was ongoing. 

“Tam obviously not familiar with 
individual people’s tax circum- 
stances, but what I would say is that 
all donations to the Conservative 
party follow a rigorous process that’s 
set out transparently, and declaredin 
the normal way and that will always 


be the case,” Sunak told the BBC. “We 
have a rigorous process, it’s set out, 
and we transparently declare all our 
donations. It wouldn’t be right forme 
to comment on any individual’s tax 
circumstances.” 

Dodds cited Hands’s predeces- 
sor Nadhim Zahawi, being forced to 
stand down as the Tory party chair 
after the Guardian revealed that he 
had paid a multimillion-pound pen- 
alty to HMRC over his tax affairs. She 
called for Hands to “get a grip on the 
seemingly endless scandals related 
to your party’s donors”. 

JC Bamford Excavators, the yel- 
low digger company founded by Lord 
Bamford’s father, Joseph Cyril Bam- 
ford, was the fourth most important 
source of political party donations for 
any party in the 2019 election and the 
Tories’ top donor that year, accord- 
ing to a 2022 study by the University 
of Warwick. Anthony and Mark are 
directors of the company. Lord Bam- 
ford was knighted in 1990. 

The family is in a “super-donor” 
category, academics have concluded. 
Another of Lord Bamford’s compa- 
nies, JCB Research, wasalsoa “super 
donor” in 2010. 

JCB was founded in 1945 and has 
22 factories globally, employing more 
than 18,000 people who make more 
than 300 different products. It made 
pre-tax profits of £501.6m in 2022 on 
turnover of £4.4bn. 

The Guardian approached Lord 
Bamford and his brother Mark 
on Wednesday. Neither has pro- 
vided comment about the ongoing 
tax investigation. 

HMRC has declined to comment on 
identifiable taxpayers and said that 
it can neither confirm nor deny the 
investigation, citing confidentiality 
obligations. 
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Awards for Guardian 
podcasts as Today 
in Focus wins gold 


Kevin Rawlinson 


The Guardian’s Today in Focus has 
won the gold award for the best 
news and current affairs podcast 
at the British Podcast awards, 
while the rising star award went 
to Chanté Joseph, who hosts the 
media organisation’s Pop Culture 
production. 

“This award is absolutely 
deserved,” said the Guardian’s 
editor-in-chief, Katharine Viner. 
“Since its creation in 2018, 

Today in Focus has stood out 
from the crowd with its deeply 
researched journalism rooted in 
the work of the Guardian’s global 
network of reporters, its superb 
production and sound design, and 
fantastic hosts in Nosheen Iqbal 
and Michael Safi. 

“Pop Culture is one of the 
Guardian’s fastest growing 
podcasts, so I’m delighted that 
Chanté Joseph’s effervescent 
presenting style and enthusiasm 
for the zeitgeist have been 


YW Today in : after winning 
Focus presenters : bestnews and 
Michael Safi : current affairs 
and Nosheen : podcast. Right, 
Iqbal (second : Chanté Joseph 
leftand centre) : wontherising 
with hosts at : star award 
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recognised by others in the 
podcast world. This is a great day 
for Guardian podcasts.” 

Today in Focus was also given 
the silver award in the best daily 
podcast category - finishing 
second to The News Agents, 
co-hosted by Emily Maitlis, 

Jon Sopel and Lewis Goodall. 

The news and current affairs 
award was accepted by Iqbal 
and Safi, with the latter saying: 
“There’s so much competition 
in this space and everyone in 
our team tries their guts out. 

We know this show is really good 
and to get some recognition of 
that is very rewarding for us 

and for everyone who works on 
the show” 

The panel said Joseph had had 
an “immediate impact” on the 
industry since starting in 2022. 
“She’s covered a subject that’s 
often presented quite frivolously 
from interesting angles - like 
exploring how ADHD is portrayed 
in pop culture, and the history 
of racism in mainstream British 
comedy shows. Throughout it 
all, she’s willing to share her 
own insights and be vulnerable 
in order to connect with 
her audience. 

“Chanté is a wonderfully 
engaging host. Her wit and pop 
culture literacy is some of the best 
in this category, and in amongst 
vibrant, poppy production, her 
charisma stands out.” 
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‘It's a bit intimate’ 


How it feels to walk 


between two naked 


models in a gallery 


Hannah Jane Parkinson 


ack in 1977, ina gallery 
in Bologna, the artist 
Marina Abramović 
and her lover and 
collaborator, Ulay, 
stood nakedina 
doorway, staring at one another, as 
the public squeezed between them. 

Last week Imponderabilia, as 
the piece is called, was resurrected, 
with 37 “re-performers”, for the 
artist’s blockbuster retrospective at 
the Royal Academy in London. 

This week saw visitors debating 
which way to face when nudging 
through the two naked bodies; 
as with the original work, one 
performer is male, the other 
female. Would they go through 
this fleshy doorway at all, or else 
take an alternative, less naked side 
door? And what is it like for the 
performers themselves? 

When the time came for me to 
slip between the pair, their eyes 
locked in silent communication, 

I worried most about treading on 
toes, and the fact that I had to carry 
my bag ahead of me. But the sense 
of interrupting is tangible, given it 
is impossible not to brush bodies. 

This sense of intrusion is what 
visitors mention most. Tamara, 

44, from Kent, and her friend, 
Anna, who lives in Oxford, opted 
for the side route. “Not because of 
the nakedness - but because we 
felt uncomfortable taking up their 
space,” Tamara said. 

Sisters Fiona, from London, and 
Claire, down from Leicestershire, 
did walk through. “It’s intense, 
but I found it very moving,” said 
Fiona. “I was very British about it; I 
kept apologising! But I felt Ishould 
challenge myself, even for a few 
seconds, because she [Abramović] 
has challenged herself so much.” 


A Marina Abramović and Ulay 
create a ‘flesh doorway’ for the 
original 1977 performance of 
Imponderabilia in Bologna, Italy 


PitCa, an artist in his 20s, was 
impressed with the bravery and 
stoicism of the performers. “It is 
different from paintings, which is 
what I usually see,’he said, slightly 
puzzled. But Peter and Janet 
Gibbons, visiting from Hampshire, 
are old hands, having participated 
in Imponderabilia at a previous 
Abramović show in Copenhagen. 

“It’s fine, ifa bit intimate,” 
said Peter. “The funniest thing is 
watching people pretend to be so 
nonchalant about it, as though it’s 
something they do every day? 

Rowena Gander, one of the 
performers in the doorway, isa 
Liverpool-based performance 
artist and choreographer. For the 
next three months, she will be 
performing all three of Abramovic¢’s 


live works - Imponderabilia, 
Luminosity and Nude With 
Skeleton - at the Royal Academy. 
To prepare, Gander and her fellow 
performers took part in one of 

the ascetic Abramović method 
bootcamps: fasting, no tech, sex 

or talking, and a lot of endurance 
exercises. “The hardest was staring 


‘You can see some 
people building up 


courage, some back 
out at the last minute’ 


Rowena Gander 
Performer in the show 


at a wall of primary colours for 
hours,” said Gander. 

Ina post #MeToo world, 

Gander said the staff at the Royal 
Academy were steadfast in their 
safeguarding. “We have signals 
where, if anyone were to touch us 
inappropriately, they would be 
frog-marched out of there.” 

So far, she said she had learned a 
lot about her own limits and about 
the public. “Some spectators, 
you can hear their breath because 
they are nervous; you can see 
some building up the courage, 
sometimes they back out at the last 
minute,” she said. “There’s always a 
few who try to break the gaze, too.” 

Gander expected most men to 
face her, and women to face her 
partner; but the opposite has been 


At the 
Abramović 
show, visitors 
squeeze past two 
‘re-performers’ 
in a doorway 

of the Royal 
Academy 
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the case. One woman dropped 
something as she passed through, 
and had to bend down to retrieve it. 

Andreja Kargačin, a member 
ofthe Serbian-based Shock 
Cooperative, performed 
Imponderabilia in Belgrade in 
2019. She said she found it more 
uncomfortable as a viewer. “That 
puts you in a vulnerable spot, 
because you feel responsible for 
the artists: you could hurt them, 
step on them... when you are 
performing you are concentrating 
on the very physical act.” 

For some, as well as being 
intense and moving, it can be 
a charged, erotic experience. 
As Gander said: “That might be 
the first person they’ve touched 
intimately for a long time.” 


The chief constable, his brother 
and the Falklands war medal 


Daniel Boffey 


Achiefconstable once tipped tolead 
Scotland Yard is under investiga- 
tion after being accused of wearing 
a Falklands war combat service medal 
despite being a15-year-oldsea cadet 
at the time of the conflict. 

Nick Adderley, 57, who leads 
Northamptonshire police, has been 


pictured regularly wearing the South 
Atlantic medal and rosette, which is 
awarded to anyone who served in the 
Falklands combat zone in 1982. 

According to the Sun, a press 
release issued by the Northampton- 
shire force in July also made mention 
of him serving in the Falklands during 
his 10-year career in the Royal Navy, 
but it has since been deleted. 

An Independent Office for Police 
Conduct spokesperson said they 


had launched an investigation after 
a referral from the office of Stephen 
Mold, Northamptonshire’s police, 
fire and crime commissioner, adding: 
“Our inquiries are at an early stage.” 
Adderley was reappointed to his 
£165,000 role as chief constable in 
April. In a statement in response to 
the watchdog’s investigation, which 
was first reported by the Sun, he said 
the Falklands medal and a second 
relating to service in Northern Ire- 
land had belonged to his brothers. 
He said: “It is disappointing that 
someone has leaked such details 


> Nick Adderley wore a Falklands 
medal, but was 15 during the conflict 


about what I deem to be a very per- 
sonal family issue that I have yet to 
respond to formally.” 

He said he was “very proud of my 
cadet, Royal Navy and police ser- 
vice. Coming from a military family, 
I wear all my medals with pride and 
have always worn the two medals 
my brothers gave me to wear when 
one became critically ill and one emi- 
grated, alongside my own. 

“Having been made aware of this 
complaint, which has a private fam- 
ily impact upon me personally, I 
immediately took advice last week 
regarding the protocol and have 
changed the side of my chest on 
which these medals are worn.” 
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People with ADHD warned of 
national medication shortage 


Nicola Davis 
Science correspondent 


Doctors in the UK have been told 
not to prescribe ADHD drugs to new 
patients because ofa national short- 
age ofthe medications, with charities 
warning the supply problems are dev- 
astating for those with the condition. 

According to a National Patient 
Safety Alert from the Department of 
Health and Social Care (DHSC), the 
shortages are down to a combina- 
tion of manufacturing issues and an 


increased global demand, and could 
last until the end of the year. 
According to the NHS, ADHD - 
which stands for attention deficit 
hyperactivity disorder - is a condi- 
tion that can impair concentration 
and may mean peopleacton impulse. 
Prescriptions for ADHD have been 
risingin recent years. Figures for April 
to June 2023 show around 202,000 
individuals in England received an 
ADHD prescription, up from 103,000 
during the same period in 2018-19. 
However with around 2.2 million 
people in England thought to have 


ADHD, experts say the condition 
remains undertreated. 

Now prescribers have been told not 
to initiate new patients on medica- 
tions affected by the shortages until 
supply issues have been resolved. 

The medications affected include 
methylphenidate prolonged-release 
capsules and tablets, lisdexamfet- 
amine capsules, and guanfacine 
prolonged-release tablets. 

“Other ADHD products remain 
available but cannot meet excessive 
increasesin demand,” thealert states, 
adding that: “At present, the supply 


disruptions are expected to resolve at 
various dates between October and 
December 2023.” 

Advice has also been given that 
healthcare professionals should 
identify all patients currently pre- 
scribed these products, check how 
much supply they have remaining, 
and contact pharmacy services or the 
patient’s specialist team for advice 
should their supplies be running low. 

Henry Shelford, CEO and co- 
founder of ADHD UK, said the 
situation was devastating and could 
be life-changing for some. 

“ADHD is a disability and the sud- 
den removal of medication is akin to 
removing a wheelchair from a disa- 
bled person that needs it,” he said. 
“The NHS should have realised that 
this was happening and hada planin 
place. It is an abject failure.” 

Shelford also criticised the DHSC’s 
advice. “The sticking-plaster memo 


with the suggestion that GPs ‘reach 
out to a patient’s specialist team’ 
is laughable,” he said, adding that 
patients often waited years to meet 
the medication team. 

“Medicationis carefully given with 
dosage and type worked out over 
months. The idea it can be chopped 
and changed is wrong,” he said. 

Sheldon said the situation was also 
of concern for those hoping to start 
treatment for ADHD. 

The current shortages are not the 
first to affect ADHD drugs this year: 
the DHSC previously warned of a 
shortage of atomoxetine capsules - 
a situation that is not expected to be 
resolved until next month. 

A DHSC spokesperson said: “We 
continue to work closely with the 
respective manufacturers to resolve 
the issues as soon as possible and 
to ensure patients have continuous 
access to ADHD medicines in the UK.” 


Ex-gang leader 
arrested over 1996 
killing of rap 
legend Tupac 


Sam Levin Los Angeles 
Adrian Horton and agencies 


Las Vegas police have arrested aman 
for the 1996 drive-by shooting of the 
rapper Tupac Shakur, along-awaited 
breakin the infamous unsolved mur- 
ders case. Duane “Keffe D” Davis, 
who has described himself as one of 
the last living witnesses of the shoot- 
ing, was taken into custody yesterday 
after he was indicted by a grand jury 
for one count of murder witha deadly 
weapon. He was arrested while on 
a walk near his home in a Las Vegas 
suburb. 

Mark DiGiacomo, the prosecu- 
tor for Clark county in Nevada, said 
the grand jury had heard evidence 
for months, and alleged that Davis 
acted as the “on-ground, on-site com- 
mander” who “ordered the death”. 

Davis, whose late nephew Orlando 
Anderson was considered a suspect 
in Shakur’s murder, has long been 
known to investigators. He admit- 
ted in interviews and in his 2019 
tell-all memoir, Compton Street Leg- 
end, that he was in the white Cadillac 
from which gunfire erupted during 
the September 1996 shooting in Las 
Vegas. Shakur was 25 years old and 
died from his wounds six days later. 
Davis was a leader of the South Side 
Crips gang and wrote in his book 
about running a “multimillion-dol- 
lar nationwide drug empire”. 

The arrest comes two months after 
Las Vegas police raided the home of 
Davis’s wife, Paula Clemons. Docu- 
ments said police were looking for 
items “concerning the murder of 
Tupac Shakur”. 

Police reported collecting multi- 
ple computers, a cellphone and hard 
drive, a Vibe magazine that featured 
Shakur, several bullets, two “tubs 
containing photographs” and a copy 
of Compton Street Legend. 

In the book, Davis said he broke 


> Shakur was 
shot in his BMW 
and died from 
his wounds 

six days later. 
His fourth solo 
album, All Eyez 
on Me, was in 
the charts at 

the time, with 
5m copies sold. 
Below, Duane 
‘Keffe D’ Davis, 
was said to have 
ordered the 
rapper’s death 
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his silence over Tupac’s killing in 
2010 during a closed-door meeting 
with federaland local authorities. At 
the time, he was 46 and facing life in 
prison on drug charges. 

Immediately following Shakur’s 
shooting, the rapper Yaki Kadafi, who 
had been in the car directly behind 
the rapper’s BMW, told police the 
assailants were driving a white Cadil- 
lac and that he could identify the 
killer. Police failed to follow up on 
the lead. Kadafi was shot and killed 
in an unrelated incident in New York 
two months later. 

In 2018, after a cancer diagnosis, 
Davis admitted publicly in an inter- 
view to being inside the Cadillac 


during the attack. He implicated his 
nephew, Anderson, saying he was 
one of two people in the backseat 
where the shots had been fired. 

Anderson denied any involve- 
ment. He died in 1998 in a shooting 
in Compton, California. 

Shakur’s death came as his fourth 
soloalbum, All Eyez on Me, remained 
in the charts, with some 5m cop- 
ies sold. Nominated six times for a 
Grammy award, Shakuris largely con- 
sidered one of the most influential 
and versatile rappers of all time. 

Shakur was feuding at the time 
with rap rival Biggie Smalls, also 
known as the Notorious BIG, who 
was fatally shot in March 1997. 


Rail and tube 
strikes to bring 
week of travel 
disruption 


Gwyn Topham 
Transport correspondent 


Aweek of disruption for rail passen- 
gers has begun, with a mix of strikes 
and overtime bans by train drivers 
and London Underground work- 
ers expected to halt and delay many 
services until next Friday. 

Virtually no services will run on 
England’s rail network today andon 
Wednesday, when members of the 
train drivers’ union Aslef go onstrike, 
targeting the start and end of the Tory 
party conference in Manchester. 

The strike across all 16 operators 
contracted to the Department for 
Transport will stop trains entirely 
on most English routes, including 
Avanti, Northern and TransPennine 
Express serving Manchester. The 
strike action will also affect cross-bor- 
der services to Wales and Scotland. 

Aslef has also called an eight-day 
overtime ban from yesterday, forcing 
several train operators to cut time- 
tables and making short-notice 
cancellations more likely to occur. 

In a separate dispute, London 
Underground workers who are RMT 
members will go on strike on Wednes- 
day and Friday, closing the tube. 

Mick Whelan, Aslef’s general sec- 
retary, confirmed his union was 
deliberately timing the strikes to 
target the Tory conference. He said: 
“It’s coming on for halfa decade with- 
out drivers getting a pay rise. We’re 
targeting the people who keep mis- 
leading the public, by saying we’re 
targeting other events.” 

Whelan said there had been no 
further talks with government or rail 
firms, after the union rejected an offer 
worth 8% over two years with strings 
attached. 

Aslef has joined other unions 
in calling for a summit to discuss 
the future of HS2, which has been 
plunged into doubt after Rishi Sunak 
refused to commit to building the 
Manchester leg of the project. 
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Josh Halli 


North of. England correspondent 


A 15-year-old schoolgirl and a bus 
driver have died after a motorway 
crash in Cheshire left several other 
children in hospital. 

Last night the girl was named as 
Jessica Baker by Merseyside police. 
Earlier they said a total of 58 people 
were involved in the incident includ- 
ing the two fatalities. 

Two pupils were taken to Alder 
Hey children’s hospital in Liverpool 
with serious injuries and another 
two casualties were treated at Wir- 
ral’s Arrowe park hospital after their 
bus overturned on the way to school 
on the M53 in Merseyside. 

Police later said the wounded 
included a 14-year-old boy who 
had suffered life-changing injuries. 
Others involved were taken to an 
emergency training centre in Walla- 
sey, with 13 treated for minorinjuries 
before being released. 


Girl, 15, and driv 
die after school 


bus overturns on 
M53 in Cheshire 


“o 


[ 


Emergency services declared a 
“major incident” after the morning 
rush-hour crash. The bus was on its 
way to Calday Grange and West Kirby 
grammar schools in Wirral when it 
overturned on the hard shoulder. 
Investigators were trying to estab- 
lish what caused the bus to flip on its 
side as police said the incident was 
not believed to have involved another 
vehicle, despite earlier reports. 

Ch Supt Graeme Robson, of Mer- 
seyside police, said: “Family liaison 
officers are providing specialist sup- 
port and we are working with both 
schools and Wirral and Cheshire 
West councils to ensure the neces- 
sary trauma support is in place for 
the children on the bus. 

“We also know that other children 
from both schools were on buses trav- 
elling in convoy with the businvolved 
in the incident and witnessed the 
incident. They too will be provided 
with appropriate trauma support.” 

Motorists said they saw school- 
children climbing out of the smashed 


rear window of the overturned coach 
while firefighters pulled others from 
the wreckage. 

Joanne Clague, of the North West 
ambulance service, told a press con- 
ference at Birkenhead town hall: “I 
would like to thank our emergency 
services colleagues for ensuring that 
the scene was safe so we were able to 
identify the most seriously injured.” 

Itis understood the bus was taking 
pupils on the regular 22-mile route 
from Chester via the village of Lit- 
tle Sutton to the two schools in West 
Kirby. Two fire engines attended as 
Merseyside Fire and Rescue Service 
assisted in the response. 

Sherin Akhtar, alocal Labour coun- 
cillor, said she drove past the crash 
scene minutes after it happened. 

Akhtar, who was in the car with 
her 13-year-old daughter, said: “We 
recognised the coach and we knew 
which students were in there and we 
know that there were students that 
my son knows because he goes tothe 
same grammar school. He was inthe 
coach behind and we were in front. 
There were clearly casualties outside, 
there were pupils on the floor.” 

Alison McGovern, the Labour MP 
for Wirral South, said: “News that a 
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A Jessica Baker, 15, was killed in the 
collision on the M53 in Merseyside 


A The coach was carrying 58 people, 
including the driver, when it flipped 
on its side on the hard shoulder 
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school on the Wirral has lost one of 
our precious young people is incred- 
ibly hard to bear. My heart goes out 
to their family and friends. Iam also 
thinking of the loved ones of the 
driver ... I know that our emergency 
services will have done every possi- 
ble thing to save lives at the scene. 
In [the] weeks and months ahead, 
the investigation will provide much 
needed answers on this terrible crash. 

“No one should speculate until the 
facts are known. We will need to care 
for two school communities that will 
be heartbroken today, the Wirral will 
doallit can to care for those trauma- 
tised and injured.” 

Keir Starmer, the Labour leader, 
said: “My heart goes out to everyone 
affected by the tragicaccident onthe 
Wirral this morning. Unimaginably 
sad news.” 

Earlier, striking medics left their 
picket lines to return to hospitals as 
Alder Hey and Arrowe Park declared 
major incidents. The union Unison 
said clinical support workers had 
“immediately returned to work” as 
it cancelled its picket line in Wirral. 

National Highways said the M53 
had been closed in both directions 
after the incident between junctions 
five and four towards Liverpool. 

National Highways North West 
said: “North West Motorway Police 
Group will be carrying out complex 
investigation work. Once complete, 
recovery of the coach and collision 
clear-up work can begin.” 


A dog ate my 
novel: shred of 
Steinbeck’s Of 
Mice and Men 
up for sale 


Asurviving fragment of the original 
draft of John Steinbeck’s Of Mice and 
Men, which was eaten by the Ameri- 
can writer’s dog, Toby, is going up for 
auction next month. 

“Minor tragedy stalked,” wrote 
Steinbeckina letter to his editor on 27 
May, 1936. “My setter pup, left alone 
one night, made confetti ofabout half 
of my book. Two months work to do 
over again. Itsets me back. There was 
no other draft.” 

The fragment will go up for sale on 
25 October in New York along with 
other manuscripts, letters and per- 
sonal ephemera of the novelist. 

Of Mice and Men’s main charac- 
ters, Lenny and George, are both 
mentioned on the torn fragment. 
“I was pretty mad but the poor little 
fellow may have been acting criti- 
cally,’ Steinbeck wrote in his letter. 
“I didn’t want to ruin a good dog for 
ams [manuscript]. Pm not sure it is 
good at all. He only got an ordinary 
spanking with his punishment fly- 
swatter. But there’s the work to do 
over from the start. 

“Pm not sure Toby didn’t know 
what he was doing when he ate the 
first draft,’ he continued. “I have 
promoted Toby-dog to be a lieuten- 
ant-colonel in charge of literature. 
But as for the unpredictable literary 
enthusiasms of this country, I have 
little faith in them.” 

Going under the hammer is also 
Steinbeck’s personal journal from 
1949, which begins “I don’t suppose 
anyone ever so hated a year asI hated 
1948 ... Wife, children, best friend all 
gone. But perhaps it toughened me. 
Ihope so.” The diary details the end 
of the writer’s marriage to his second 
wife, Gwen, and his despair at the loss 
of his best friend, Ed Ricketts. 

Theitems in the sale, held by Bon- 
hams, come directly from the family 
of Steinbeck’s youngest sister, Mary 
Steinbeck Dekker. Correspondence 
between the author and his family 
is expected to be sold for $250,000- 
$350,000 (£204,000-£285,000). 
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A The surviving fragment of the 
manuscript that was eaten by Toby 
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Demands for national 
taskforce as French 
bedbug crisis worsens 


Paris 


France’s bedbug crisis must be tack- 
led before next year’s Olympics, Paris 
city hall has said, with the national 
transport minister summoning train 
and bus operators to prevent the bugs 
multiplying on seats. 

A wave of panic and disgust has 
spread across the country as travel- 
lers have posted photos and videos 
allegedly showing the insects on the 
Paris local transport system, high- 
speed trains and at Charles de Gaulle 
airport. Some travellers on the Paris 
Métro or local trains have insisted 
they will stand up from now on to 
avoid the seats. 

Over the summer, when a Paris 
cinemagoer posted on social media 
about bedbugs, cinema companies 
issued statements about how they 
treated seats. Meanwhile, fumigation 
companies have reported an increas- 
ing demand to clear private homes. 


The transport minister, Clement 
Beaune, said he would convene pub- 
lic transport operators next week “to 
inform them about countermeasures 
and how to do more for the protec- 
tion of travellers”. He posted on X, 
formerly Twitter, that his aim was to 
“reassure and protect”. 

Representatives from Paris city 
hall wrote tothe prime minister, Elis- 
abeth Borne, this week witha plea for 
adedicated national taskforce to deal 
with the “scourge” of insects. 

The deputy mayor of Paris, Emma- 
nuel Grégoire, told French TV: “No 


Emmanuel Grégoire 
Deputy mayor of Paris 


<4 Some Paris Métro users have said 
they won’t sit on seats after photos 
and videos allegedly show bedbugs 
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one is safe. You can catch them any- 
where and bring them home, and not 
detect them in time until they have 
multiplied and spread.” 

He said Paris authorities had 
received an increase in calls for help, 
and private companies had had an 
unusually high level of requests for 
fumigation in recent weeks. Headded 
that the government must coordinate 
action at every level of the state “as 
fast and as efficiently as possible”. 

Grégoire added: “It’s hell when 
someone finds themselves con- 
fronted with this”, saying that it was 
worse for low-income households 
who could not pay the high costs of 
private fumigation companies. 

Bedbugs, which had largely disap- 
peared from daily life by the 1950s, 
have made aresurgencein recent dec- 
ades and have become increasingly 
resistant to chemical treatments. 

They can be present in mattresses 
but also in clothes and luggage and 
come out at night to feed on human 
blood. They also often cause psy- 
chological distress, sleeping issues, 
anxiety and depression. 

Anses, a national health and sani- 
tation organisation, found that from 
2017 to 2022, 11% of French homes 
had been infested. 
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Singer launches boyfriend into fame 


stratosphere as Swifties discover NFL 


nder the bright lights 
of the gridiron, 
Travis Kelce plays the 
part ofa particular 
kind of NFL leading 
man - a touchdown- 
scoring party bro who fans in 
middle America can rally around. 

Yet until a few weeks ago, 
anyone who didn’t closely follow 
American football would struggle 
to recognise Kelce, even though the 
33-year-old has had top billing in 
three of the last four Super Bowls, 
featured prominently in national ad 
campaigns for Bud Light and Covid 
vaccinations, and hosted Saturday 
Night Live this year. Indeed, NFL 
fans discovered how famous Kelce 
wasn’t once he started to date the 
singer Taylor Swift. 

Their involvement, which was 
hotly rumoured for weeks, was 
seemingly confirmed last Sunday 
when Swift turned up at Kansas 
City’s Arrowhead Stadium for the 
Chiefs game against the Chicago 
Bears. If Swift’s colour palette - red 
lips and nails to match a Chiefs 
jacket - didn’t make her favoured 
team clear, her seat in the stadium 
suite next to Kelce’s mother, 
Donna, surely did. 

When Kelce scored in the third 
quarter, the Fox cameras cut to 
Swift banging on the suite glass, 
chest-bumping a neighbour and 
apparently shouting “let’s fucking 
go!”. Patrick Mahomes, the Chiefs 
quarterback who threw the 
touchdown pass, said afterwards: 
“ITknewI had to getit to Trav... I 
think he wanted to get in the end 
zone just as much as all the Swifties 
wanted him to.” 

Quickly, Kelce got his taste of 
fame’s next echelon. Last Sunday, 
“Travis Kelce” was the top Google 
search term, with more than 5m 
queries. Sales of his No 87 jersey 
were up 400%. The Chiefs game, a 
41-10 blowout against the league’s 
worst team, was the week’s most- 
watched game, with more than 
24 million viewers - and Roku TV 
data showed the game saw a 63% 
increase in female viewers aged 18 
to 49 from the Chiefs’ last game. 
On X (formerly Twitter), Swifties 
discussed football rules. 

For decades, the NFL styled itself 
as a game of beauty and violence 
for red-blooded American men. 
It’s only in the past few decades 
that the league has made more 
concerted efforts to appeal to 
women. But more often than 
not, that’s meant taking them 
for simpletons and selling breast 
cancer awareness merchandise 
while sweeping sexual assault and 
domestic violence incidents under 


M£ 5 poat ha g ) 
A Last weekend, Travis Kelce had 
Google’s most searched-for name 


. Marilyn Monroe and baseball star 
Joe DiMaggio got married in 1954 


A Victoria and David Beckham were 
the sports power couple of their day 


the rug. Since Swift touched down 
in Kansas City, the NFL has been 
eating up the attention, posting 
about Swift on its accounts. The 
New Yorker called Swift and Kelce 
“a dream pairing” for the league. 

As with all Swift’s relationships, 
some have accused the singer 
of being more interested in 
publicity than love. Certainly the 
couple’s origin story is almost too 
saccharine to be believed. 

Kelce said he had first attempted 
to approach the pop star back in 
July when she played Arrowhead 
Stadium for her Eras tour, adding 
that he had made her a friendship 
bracelet he hoped to give her 
personally - aritual ripped from the 
lyrics to her song You’re on Your 
Own, Kid. It’s not clear whether 
that was the moment they became 
close, but months later Swift was at 
his game. 

Power couples of this scale aren’t 
anew feature in US sports. Before 
Gisele Biindchen and Tom Brady 
were American football’s Posh 
and Becks, Marilyn Monroe and 
the New York Yankees baseball 
immortal Joe DiMaggio became 
the blueprint for the all-American 
relationship - athletic brawn 
and the Hollywood bombshell. 
Madonna reframed the relationship 
as one of rock star excess when she 
dated Dennis Rodman during his 
Chicago Bulls heyday. 
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In most cases, the couple 
became more famous together 
than they were apart, but in this 
instance it really is more Swift 
putting Kelce on the map. Kelce has 
made no secret of his desire for a 
post-playing career in Hollywood, 
signing with the high-powered 
agency CAA earlier this year. On 
Saturday Night Live, he flashed 
a keen wit and physical comedy 
skills. His desire for fame away 
from the field goes back to 2016, 
when he starred ina reality TV 
dating series called Catching Kelce, 
where women from each of the 50 
states competed to be “his perfect 
teammate”. 

The dating show also helped 
establish Kelce’s clear embrace of 
black culture. At the time, Kelce 
cut his hair in a faded Caesar-style 
straight from black barbershops, 
hung diamonds on his ears, showed 
up for work in streetwear and 
celebrated touchdowns by breaking 
into the Stanky Leg. He dated 
mostly black women and posed 
for the hip-hop culture magazine 
Complex. Things looked and felt 
very different on Sunday, however. 


Travis Kelce playing the _ 
Chicago Bears last week 


400% 


Increase in sales of Travis Kelce’s 
Kansas City Chiefs No 87 jersey after 
he was linked to Taylor Swift 


d Taylor Swift 
(left) was seen 
at the game, 
cheering and 
banging on 
the glass of 
her suite when 
Kelce scored 
atouchdown. 
His Kansas City 
Chiefs team 
went on to win 
41-10 
PHOTOGRAPH: JASON 
HANNA/GETTY IMAGES 


Kelce was sporting a crew cut and 
70s moustache, looking for all 

the world like a Missouri sheriff’s 
deputy. (“Went from ‘yo bro’ to ‘do 
you know why I stopped yg’? one 
X user wrote on Sunday). 

It’s not as if Kelce hasn’t offered 
Swift a publicity boost. Although 
her star has never been bigger, 
before the link to Kelce Swift was 
rumoured to be involved with 
Matty Healy, the 1975 frontman 
with a well-documented history 
of racist and sexist comments, 
most notably offending the rapper 
Ice Spice. Swift’s fans demanded 
an explanation; when it didn’t 
materialise, they doubled down 
by cancelling purchase orders of 
Swift albums and tour tickets. 
Healy was eventually compelled 
to apologise for his remarks, while 
Swift avoided comment altogether 
before announcing a collaboration 
with Ice Spice. 

So there is a mutual benefit to 
what seems like the hottest new 
relationship. It may just be for a few 
months, until the next break-up 
song gets written, but Kelce and 
Swift are for a power couple. And 
the biggest winner is American 
football. For as long as announcers 
can keep making sly references 
to Swift songs when Kelce scores, 
the NFL will delight in the fact that 
millions of women and girls are 
watching. 
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No 10 denies plan to drop fuel 
payments for elderly people 


Rowena Mason 
Dan Sabbagh 
Aubrey Allegretti 


No 10 has denied Rishi Sunak will 
scrap the winter fuel allowance for 
most elderly people, after reports that 
he was looking at means testing it. 

The prime minister was said to 
be considering cutting back on the 
allowances of £250 to £600 each win- 
ter in order to maintain the triple lock 
for pensions. 

No 10 sources said Sunak was not 


looking at scrapping the allowance as 
a policy and that he had not received 
advice on it. “That is not something 
we are going to do,” a government 
spokesperson said. 

Nevertheless, government sources 
told Sky News that he had been 
looking at the idea: “Rishi under- 
stands the politics of the triple lock, 
although he thinks it’s far from fair 
from an intergenerational point of 
view, so he’s trying to redress that a 
little bit.” 

The broadcaster reported that offi- 
cials had drawn up options including 


removing winter fuel payments for 
those not on pension credit. 

Rachel Reeves, the shadow chan- 
cellor, said ministers should “not be 
breaking those commitments” that 
they made to older people in the last 
election. She said Labour would be 
bringing in a proper windfall tax on 
oil and gas companies that would 
fund help for elderly and vulnerable 
people with their energy bills. 

Simon Francis, coordinator of the 
End Fuel Poverty Coalition, said that 
any such move would bea “death sen- 
tence” for pensioners. 


Sunak is casting around for sav- 
ings to be made from public spending 
before next year’s election as he 
comes under pressure from his party 
to offer tax cuts. He is considering 
scrapping the Birmingham to Man- 
chester leg of the HS2 railway line and 
looking at keeping benefit increases 
down below the level of inflation. 

Several government sources said 
they did not think Sunak would go 
for the option of reducing pensioner 
allowances just before an election 
when energy bills are still high. But 
the prime minister is mulling ways 
to be able to afford tax cuts suchasa 
reduction inincome tax, capital gains 
or inheritance tax before next year, 
which he may gesture towards in his 
party conference speech in Manches- 
ter next week. 

At the annual gathering, Grant 
Shapps, the defence secretary, is 
expected to unveil a long-term 


investment worth about £4bnin the 
three-country Aukus nuclear pow- 
ered submarine project in his keynote 
speech on Sunday, defence sources 
said. The spending pledge is likely 
to be presented as a boost for jobs at 
the BAE Systems dockyard in Barrow, 
where jobs are expected to increase 
from 11,000 to 16,000, and Rolls- 
Royce in Derby, where the nuclear 
reactors are built. 

The UK and the US have agreed to 
help Australia build its own nuclear- 
powered attack submarines based 
on a British design, but while con- 
struction is not expected to start until 
the end of the decade, experts and 
Labour say the industrial base needs 
to be developed now. 

Sunak is also expected to make 
pro-motoring policies acornerstone 
of his conference announcements, 
and continue to promote his deci- 
sion to scale back on net zero targets. 


Sunak pledges to 
end ‘anti-car’ policies 
at the expense of 
other road users 


Peter Walker 
Deputy political editor 


Rishi Sunak has pledged to end “anti- 
car measures” as he set out a series of 
ideas to prioritise the needs of driv- 
ers at the likely expense of other road 
users such as bus passengers, cyclists 
and pedestrians. 

Outlining what he called a “long- 
term plan toback drivers”, the prime 
minister unveiled a clampdown on 
20mph limits, bus lanes, low-traf- 
fic neighbourhoods (LTNs), and the 
ability of councils to fine drivers who 
commit offences. 

The plan also pledges to stop 
councils implementing so-called 
15-minute cities to “prevent schemes 
which aggressively restrict where 
people can drive”, language which 
leans into claims by some objectors 
that the ideais a UN-led conspiracy to 
limit people’s ability to travel. 

While much of the plan, first 
revealed by the Guardian on Thurs- 
day, is framed as a consultation, it 
marks anotable shift in transport pol- 
icy, going against efforts by recent UK 
governments to try to ease conges- 
tion by making modes of travel other 
than the car more appealing. 

It follows the unexpected Con- 
servative win in July’s Uxbridge 
and South Ruislip byelection ahead 
of the expansion of London’s ultra- 
low emission zone, and after Sunak’s 
decision to ease rules on the transi- 
tion towards electric vehicles. 

The new plans for roads in Eng- 
land, formally led by the Department 
for Transport (DfT), but under- 
stood to be steered directly by No 
10, aim to make it harder for coun- 
cils tointroducea range of measures 
designed to make streets safer and 


more convenient for bus passengers, 
cyclists and pedestrians. 

On 20mph speed limits, shown 
to reduce the likelihood of deaths 
or serious injuries, especially with 
more vulnerable road users, guidance 
on where they can be introduced will 
be reviewed “to prevent their blanket 
use inareas not appropriate”, the DfT 
statement said, with scant details. 

There will also be amended guid- 
ance for LTNs, which seek toincrease 
active travel by restricting through 
traffic on smaller residential streets, 
to “focus on local consent”, the DfT 
said, again giving no details. 

An existing review into LTNs 
will “consider measures for exist- 
ing anti-driver policies that did not 
secure local consent”, itadded, citing 
15-minute cities, an urban planning 
concept based around having shops 
and workplaces near homes. 

Ina measure already condemned 
by the organisation representing the 
UK’s bus companies, guidance will 
be revised so bus lanes only exclude 
other vehicles “when necessary”, 
potentially meaning only in peak 
times, which could slow journeys 
for bus users at other periods. 

There will also be a consultation 


‘Ministers could be 
promoting cycling 
and walking as cheap 


sustainable options 
in a cost of living and 
climate crisis’ 


Cycling groups 
On roads policy 


lanes, an idea consistently opposed 
by cycling groups for safety reasons. 

There will bea call for evidence on 
ways to limit the ability of councils to 
fine drivers for traffic offences, and to 
prevent “over-zealous trafficenforce- 
ment, suchas yellow-box junctions”. 

Thisidea could be particularly con- 
troversial given that many councils 
use fines issued via automatic num- 
ber plate recognition cameras to 
enforce road safety schemes suchas 
LTNsandschoolstreets, the latter of 
which close areas outside schools to 
motor traffic at particular times of 
the day. 

Also in the plan is a proposal to 
unify the apps people use to pay for 
parking, and to help councils impose 
fees on utility companies which dig 
uproads, with at least halfthe money 
having to be spent on fixing potholes. 
Sunak said there had been “a clamp- 
down on drivers [which] is an attack 
on the day-to-day lives of most peo- 
ple across the UK who rely on cars 
to get to work or see their families”, 
without elaborating. 

He said: “This week the UK gov- 
ernment will set out a long-term plan 


on allowing motorcycles to use bus 


to back drivers, slamming the brakes 
on anti-car measures across England. 
Weare taking the necessary decision 
to back the motorists who keep our 
country moving.” 

If the measures are implemented, 
it will place UK towns and cities onan 
opposite trajectory to those in most 
other developed nations, which are 
in general seeking to promote public 
transport and active travel, especially 
for shorter journeys. 

Currently in England, almost one 
in five trips under a mile are done 
by motor vehicle, and two-thirds of 
those between one and five miles. 

Ina joint statement earlier yester- 
day, the heads of Ramblers, Sustrans, 
British Cycling, Cycling UK, Living 
Streets and Bikeability Trust said 
Sunak’s plan would end up leaving 
people feeling they had no choice but 
to drive, evenif they would rather use 
other means of transport. 

The joint statement said: “When 
the government should be giving 
people more opportunities to live 
their lives responsibly, it’s robbing 
them of options. 

“When ministers could be pro- 
moting public transport, cycling and 


A Walking and cycling groups said 
the plans would rob people of options 
and entrench congestion 
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walking as cheap sustainable options 
in a cost of living and climate crisis, 
they’re entrenching congestion and 
reliance on driving for short, local 
journeys.” 


A The plans include a clampdown 
on low-traffic neighbourhoods 
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When blue 
tribes go 


to war 


As the Conservative party 
conference gets under way this 
weekend, there is a pause in the 
seemingly relentless civil wars 
of recent years as the Tory tribes 
gather in Manchester. 

But tensions continue to 
bubble beneath the surface; the 
presence of Liz Truss and enduring 
popularity of Boris Johnson among 
sections of the membership serve 
as reminders of dividing lines. 

Membership of what are often 
unofficial groupings overlap, and 
divisions are often more Venn 
diagram than hard borders. 

Key tribes are broken down 
below, but others may well 
include China hawks such as Iain 
Duncan Smith, the “Blue Collar” 
caucus of MPs from working- 
class backgrounds, such as Esther 
McVey, along with green-minded 
Tories worried about a trashing 
of the party’s environmental 
credentials. 


A large swath of Tories still regard 
the late 20th-century policies 

of Ronald Reagan and Margaret 
Thatcher as a bible. 

While that might have included 
Rishi Sunak, his leadership battle 
with Truss exposed a faultline 
in the party involving those who 
deem others not sufficiently 
Thatcherite, with Sunak 
consistently coming under fire for 
a supposedly high-spending, high- 
tax approach as chancellor. 

Keepers of the Thatcherite 
flame, meanwhile, range from an 
actual veteran of her government, 
John Redwood, to MPs such as 
Jacob Rees-Mogg, who has gone as 
far as accusing Sunak of raising tax 
to “socialist” levels. 

Others include ministers from 
Truss’s 49-day premiership, 
such as Simon Clarke and Ranil 
Jayawardena, who led the recently 
formed Conservative Growth 
Group. 

Truss, who is seeking to exert 
influence as a champion of lower 
tax, reining in spending and supply 
side reform, is to share a stage in 
Manchester with Priti Patel at a 
“growth rally”. 
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: Expect MPs who have come 

: together in the Northern Research 
: Group (NRG), which was 

: established after the 2019 capture 
: of “red wall” constituencies 

: from Labour, to lay out a range 

: of pre-election “asks” from 

: the government in a northern 


: A The former cabinet minister Jacob ` 
: Rees-Mogg is seen as one of the 
: keepers of the Thatcherite flame 


: A David Davis, the former Brexit 
: secretary, is a prominent figure in 
: the northern Tories grouping 


: manifesto that is expected to be 
: unveiled in Manchester. 


Prominent figures include the 


: NRG chair, John Stevenson, the 

: former party chair Jake Berry, the 

: former Brexit secretary David 

: Davis and the current Tory deputy 
: chair, Lee Anderson. The yearning 
: for the party to look beyond 

: England’s south-east finds an echo 


The business 
secretary, Kemi 


of the party’s 


warriors, along 
| with Suella 
Braverman 
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Liz Truss is 
back seeking to 
exert influence 
as champion 
of lower taxes 
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Tom Tugendhat is one of the few 


: centrists remaining in government, 
: serving as security minister 


among Scottish Tories and others 
: including the Tees Valley mayor 
: and peer Ben Houchen. 


Its main focus is on lobbying the 


: government to shore up support 

: in the north of England by making 
: good on successive Tory leaders’ 

: pledges to “level up” through 

: investment and targeted schemes. 


Although members have mixed 


leading cultural 


: views on HS2, they have been 
: lobbying hard to protect elements 
Badenoch, is one : 


of the legislation, paving the way 


: for greater connectivity between 
: cities and across the Pennines, 

: which they have christened “the 
: Charles line”. 


: Toan extent, this is a group 

: that has been absorbed into the 

: mainstream of Conservative 

: politics, with even Sunak, once 

: mistakenly viewed as a largely 

: ideology-free technocrat, 

: expected to lean increasingly into 
: culture war issues as the general 

: election approaches. 


However, as the National 


: Conservatism conference in May 

: showed, some in the party clearly 
: see this as not just an electoral 

: strategy but a fundamental tenet 
: of philosophy and policy. 


Among the most vocal are 


: Danny Kruger and Miriam Cates, 

: who back Viktor Orban-style 

: pushbacks against “woke” 

: ideologies coupled with concerns 
: over falling birth rates. 


Along with Kemi Badenoch, 


: the biggest Tory beast in 

: National Conservatism is Suella 

: Braverman. The home secretary 

: is not quite so far down the 

: Orban/Giorgia Meloni path of 

: nativism as Kruger and Cates, but 
: is likely to be the standard-bearer 

: for this group if the Conservatives 
| : lose the general election. 


Braverman is happy to bash 


: the woke if needed, and has 

: faced criticism for divisive 

: comments over subjects such as 
: the ethnicity of sex abuse gangs, 
: but specialises more in another 

| : strand of populism, based on 

: authoritarianism over borders. 


: This is a group that has been 

: on the retreat since Brexit, and 

: certainly since Theresa May was 

: ousted. A formerly influential and 
: Jistened-to caucus, its advocates 

: were central to challenging 

: Johnson over the constitution- 

: busting aspects of his Brexit 

: plan - to their cost. 


A total of 21 Tories were 


: stripped of the party whip after 

: rebelling over a possible no-deal 

: Brexit, among them a string 

: of centrist types. The majority 

: ended up leaving the Commons 

: in 2019, including David Gauke, 

: Justine Greening, Rory Stewart, 

: Phillip Lee and Sam Gyimah - the 
: latter two via the Lib Dems. 


Some centrists remain, notably 


: May’s former de facto deputy, 

: Damian Green, and the former 

: cabinet minister Greg Clark, while 
: others including Tom Tugendhat 

: are even in government. 


There is unlikely to be a vast 


: amount of scheming among such 
: MPs in Manchester, in part due to 
: last year’s chaos under Truss and 
: a desire for a period of calm. 


The One Nation group, which is 


: largely informal anyway, appears 
: to be biding its time for what 

: could be a bare-knuckle fight 

: against the culture warriors and 

: Truss’s rump group of ultra-free 

: market devotees for the future 

: direction of the party. 
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Taxpayers spent 
£600m on homes 


and land for HS2 
section now at risk 


@Continued from page 1 


Speaking a s Conservative MPs pre- 
pared to travel to Manchester for the 
party’s annual conference, the for- 
mer prime minister said: “We will 
not level up, and we willnot unleash 
the full potential of this entire coun- 
try, unless we end the injustice of 
the infrastructure gap - and give the 
cities of the north the same transport 
advantages that have helped turn 
London and the south-east into the 
most productive regionin the whole 
of Europe.” 

Oliver Coppard, the mayor of 
South Yorkshire, said: “Very little 
could be more emblematic of the 
government’s approach to HS2 than 
them debating the future of the pro- 
ject while at the same time eagerly 
buying up land and properties - caus- 
ing huge uncertainty to communities 
across South Yorkshire. 

“They are essentially asking our 
communities to put their future on 
pause while they argue amongst 
themselves about a project that is 
already 15 years into being delivered. 
This government couldn’t organisea 
bunfight in a bakery.” 

Once HS2 Ltd - a taxpayer-funded 
company - buys a property, it often 
rents it out on the commercial mar- 
ket, sometimes offering tenancies to 
the sellers if they want to stay put for 
awhile. 

This week the Guardian visited 
Ringway, a tiny hamlet near Man- 
chester airport that residents fear 
would be almost “wiped off the 
map” by HS2. A number of multi- 
million-pound properties have now 
been abandoned, their gates pad- 
locked, after being bought by HS2 in 
recent years. 

Jeremy Oddie, a Ringway res- 
ident and parish councillor who 
faces losing a chunk of his cottage 


garden to an HS2 access road, said it 
was not always easy to know which 
neighbours had sold up to HS2, and 
certainly not how much they had 
received. 

“Those we know have been sold 
are subject to non-disclosure agree- 
ments, and the sale proceeds don’t 
appear on the Land Registry,” he said. 

One of his neighbours, Val Hines, 
said her brother had sold his Ring- 
way house to HS2 for £2.5m about five 
years ago, a million less than it was 
actually worth. 

HS2 construction to date has 
focused solely on phase 1, the 140- 
mile section from Birmingham to 
Old Oak Common in north London, 
six miles west of the original Euston 
terminus. 

Just over £2.8bn has been spent 
buying up 920 properties on phase 1, 
equating to an average £304,348 
a property, according to figures 
released by HS2. 

The next leg due to be built is 
from Birmingham Curzon Street 
to Crewe, known as phase 2a. That 
received “royal assent” in February 
2021, supposedly “cementing in law 
the government’s commitment to 
bring the new high-speed railway to 
the north”. 

Phase 2b west - Crewe to Manches- 
ter - has not yet received royal assent, 
so would be the easiest part to cancel. 

HS2 has the power to makeacom- 
pulsory purchase of any property in 
the railway’s direct path - but only the 
bits that have received royal assent. 
As wellas homes, that includes busi- 
nesses, farms, outhouses, fields, 
gardens, paddocks and access roads. 

Thereis also an unlimited “discre- 
tionary” fund where property owners 
can apply to sell, arguing that the 
property is so blighted by the spec- 
tre of HS2 that no one would pay a 
fair price for it on the open market. 


Golborne spur 
cancelled Jun 2022 


Manchester 


HS2 phase one 


£2.8bn 


Piccadilly 
Liverpool © N 
Phase 2b west I 
5 1 Crewe 
Phase 2a 
£219m 


Birmingham Curzon Street 


HS2 has spent £3.4bn on more than 1,800 properties 


@ Under construction @ Construction paused @ In doubt @ Cancelled 


» York 
Leeds 
Eastern leg 


cancelled Nov 2021 


Sheffield 


Manchester 
airport 


Phase 2b east 


Birmingham Interchange 


Euston to Old Oak Common 
paused Mar 2023 


Old Oak Common London Euston 


Source: HS2 Ltd. Note: includes properties bought bought via compulsory purchase order and discretionary purchase 
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HS2 
of prime English farmlang 


OPHS2 


on northern route don't 


know what future holds 


Hel C 
North of England editor 


t was 10 years ago that Val 

Hines first heard of the 

railway that would change 

her life for ever. A reporter 

turned up at her house and 

asked: “How do you feel 
about this train going through your 
property?” 

“This train” is called HS2, and 
Hines learned it was set to cut 
straight through her living room 
before heading over the M56 to 
Manchester airport and the city. 

Since the 1990s, Hines and 
various relatives have lived ina 
collection of converted barns at 
Ringway, a hamlet on the Cheshire 
border. Despite its proximity toa 
motorway and two runways, it is 
a peaceful place of fields and trees 
and badgers, and Hines thought 
she’d be there for ever. 

The government had other 
plans. The whole family compound 
was, to use HS2 parlance, in the 


“safeguarded zone”, which meant Pat Mather 
that at some point in the future, and John 

they would be forced to sell up Keleher at their 
to make way for Britain’s biggest threatened 
infrastructure project since the Cheshire stud 


Channel Tunnel. 
Hines stood firm, not wanting 


farm, top. Lynzy 
Webster, above, 


to leave the four bedroom barn in Ringway 
conversion she shares with her PHOTOGRAPHS: 
husband and dog, Grigio (as in CHRISTOPHER 

$ > ‘i THOMOND/THE 
Pinot). “All our memories are GUARDIAN 


here. My son died in 2008 and his 
bedroom is still here,’ she said. “I 
know you can’t stand in the way of 
progress, but for God’s sake, we’re 
up, we’re down, we’re not moving, 
we are moving. It’s torture. ’m on 
anxiety tablets because of it.” 

Five years ago, her brother got 
fed up and moved out of the main 
farm house. “HS2 were awful to 
deal with,’ said Hines. “The house 
was worth £3.5m but they were 
only prepared to give him £2.5m.” 

HS2 rented the house out for 
awhile but it now stands empty, 
its grand gates locked with a huge 
padlock. Hines is wondering: “If 
they don’t go ahead with HS2, will 


Destroys 30,000+ acres / 


: A Top, Theo 

: and Haroulla 

: Hadjiyianni 

: are among 

: the residents 

: of Ringway, 

: Cheshire, along 
: with Val Hines, 
: above 
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they allow him to buy it back for 
what he sold it for?” 

Further up the lane lives Jeremy 
Oddie, a parish councillor and 
insolvency practitioner who faces 
losing a chunk of his garden to the 
railway. Ringway, he said, faced 
obliteration by HS2. 

It was hard to know just how 
many Ringway residents have 
sold up, or for how much, said 
Oddie: “Those we know have 
sold are subject to non-disclosure 
agreements, and the sale proceeds 
don’t appear on the Land Registry.” 

Unsurprisingly, most Ringway 
residents oppose the railway. Oddie 
thinks HS2 is particularly pointless 
in a post-Covid world where so 


many meetings now happen online. 


“Tused to commute to London 
three or four times a month. Now I, 
and all the professionals I know, do 
it all by Teams,” he said. 

Deeper into Cheshire is Cookes 
Lane, on the outskirts of the village 
of Lostock Green. If HS2 ever gets 
beyond Crewe, the lane and its 
terrace of four council houses, two 


pairs of semis and one detached 
home will disappear. 

HS2 has already bought up all but 
the social housing. A few properties 
are rented out; others look 
abandoned. Lynzy Webster has 
lived in one of the council houses 
for 24 years and is dreading the day 
she is forced out. 

A faster train to London does not 
appeal. “If you want to commute 
down there, live down there,” she 
said. “And what’s the matter with 
all the old derelict lines? Why can’t 
they fix those up instead?” 

Back in Ringway, Theo and 
Haroulla Hadjiyianni, a Cypriot 
couple who moved into their seven- 
bedroom manor house 30 years 
ago, take a more nuanced view. 
They face losing their paddock to 
HS2. And yet they do not wholly 
oppose the new railway line. 

“We can’t just think for 
ourselves. This is for the future 
of our kids and our grandkids,” 
said Haroulla. “They’re just 
leaving Manchester behind and 
concentrating on London.” 


_ — x — 


s fury Have 


Voters in the north are feeling 


asense of betrayal amid broken 
promises of HS2 bringing prosperity 


given up on the North? 


s Tories flock to 

Manchester for their 

annual conference, 

they are looking 

at an even frostier 

welcome than usual 
in the northern city. 

Once, Manchester had been 
at the heart of George Osborne’s 
promised “northern powerhouse” 
project and the end destination of 
the HS2 highspeed rail line. 

Northern voters continued to 
be wooed by Boris Johnson with 
a promise of levelling up, as he 
sought to retain the so-called “red 
wall” seats he won from Labour 
in 2019. Those love-bombing eras 
seem to be firmly at an end. The 
HS2 train line was supposed to link 
London to Manchester in one hour 
and 11 minutes, but nowit looks set 
to be put on ice by Rishi Sunak - to 
the fury of many northern mayors, 
politicians and voters. 

The promised train line was 
symbolic for many in the north 
of England, who have put up 
with months of disruption on the 
existing Avanti west coast line, 
including strike action today, as 
Tories arrive for the conference. 

However, Sunak appears to 
think it is worth risking the wrath 
of voters, despite the party’s 
relentless focus on retaining the 
former Labour seats in the north 
and Midlands won by Johnson four 
years ago. 

Conservative insiders believe 
Sunak’s search for savings to spend 
on pre-election tax cuts is driving 
the move, which may ultimately 
prove more persuasive to voters 
than a pledge ona long-term rail 
project. 

“I don’t think Rishi is giving 
up on levelling up but I think he’s 
trying to do it ina way that realises 
the fiscal constraints we have,” 
said one Tory insider. “Under 
Boris, his view of levelling up was 
just spending loads of money. It 
was meant to be about long-term 
ecosystems but there hasn’t been 
the time or focus to do that with 


three prime ministers in the last 
few years. To do levelling up 
properly, it was to be a decade 
long of hard, determined work. 
What the PM is doing is reflecting 
economic reality at the moment.” 

However, others point out that 10 
years of promises on HS2 and more 
prosperity for the north of England 
have become symbolic - and 
failing to meet those commitments 
will leave voters with a sense of 
betrayal. 

Rob Ford, professor of politics 
at the University of Manchester, 
questioned the upside for the 
government of scrapping HS2, with 
any savings potentially many years 
in the future and voters already 
sceptical that an alternative east- 
west link, thought to be on the 
table, would ever be delivered. 

“HS2 has become a symbolic 
argument for people in the north. 
For many people, it has become 
about whether the government is 
delivering levelling up or not,” he 
said. “Ifa south-facing Tory party 
dumps this project, how is that 
going to look? The focus groups 
show that people already feel that 
the government is not going to 
deliver on levelling up. It would 
be perfectly rational for them to 
then conclude that Sunak won’t do 
whatever it is he ends up offering.” 

He said the dilemma facing 
the Tories was how to unite the 
elements of their 2019 coalition 
which represent different parts of 
the electorate, and Brexit no longer 
has the same salience. 

“Which seats are they trying 
to hold on to, the leave-leaning 
‘red wall’ seats or the traditional 
southern base? It feels very 
confused right now,” he said. 

Ford also noted that Sunak 
appeared to be retreating into the 


Rob Ford 
Manchester University 


comfort zone of appealing to his 
base, rather than broadening his 
appeal to the whole electorate. 

“Sunak feels like he’s offering 
a brand of traditional Toryism - 
things like tax cuts and smaller 
government resonate with his 
instincts. It’s the thread running 
through a lot of the proposals 
floated over the last couple of 
weeks from net zero to inheritance 
tax,’ he said. 

“Politically this looks like 
they’re trying to get all the main 
institutions that support the Tory 
party back on side - the rightwing 
press, the activist base, business 
and wealth creators. It’s a strategy 
for unifying the traditional 
elements of the Conservative party, 
but not so much one for unifying 
the electorate.” 

This strategy - rolling back net 
zero pledges, pro-motorist policies 
and considering more benefit cuts 
- has prompted concerns among 
some Tory MPs that Sunak’s No 10 
is entering a core-vote “bunker”. 

While polling suggests some red 
wall voters may back individual 
policies, there is a sense among 
this demographic that Sunak 
personally doesn’t care about their 
communities, according to focus 
groups carried out by the thinktank 
More in Common. 

These voters - described as the 
“loyal nationals” by the thinktank 
- are the group with the biggest 
swing away from the Conservatives 
since the last election. They are 
also the ones the party most 
needs to hold on to if they want 
to stay in power - and they find 
Sunak’s wealth alienating. Loyal 
nationals also question whether 
the Tories really meant to level 
up the country, with focus groups 
showing they feel the government 
has broken its promises. 

Many northern Conservative 
MPs were not wedded to HS2, but 
they fear voters will take any delay 
or cancellation as an insult. They 
are also desperate to have solid 
infrastructure to present to voters. 

The answer could bea 
compromise floated by the Greater 
Manchester mayor, Andy Burnham: 
accepting a delay to HS2 between 
Birmingham and Leeds in return 
for smaller and more achievable rail 
projects across the north. 

Sebastian Payne, the director 
of the thinktank Onward and an 
aspiring Conservative candidate, 
said ensuring the connectivity of 
northern cities was the real key to 
levelling up. “Whatever is decided 
on HS2, the thing that can’t be 
forgotten is that you need to link 
northern cities better,’ he said. 

Patriotically onbrand, members 
of the Northern Research Group of 
MPs elected to represent northern 
England, Wales and the Scottish 
borders in 2019 are hoping that 
their preferred name, the Charles 
line, will catch on for their hopes 
ofa link across the Pennines from 
Liverpool to Leeds. 

“People forget 25% of the English 
population lives in the north of 
England and a whole chunk of that 
is around Liverpool, Manchester, 
Leeds, Bradford, why shouldn’t we 
have the equivalent to London’s 
Elizabeth line connecting them?” 
said John Stevenson, the Carlisle 
MP who chairs the NRG. 
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e’ Labour 


eyes byelection win in Scotland 


Scotland editor 


s scores of Labour 

activists queued up 

for Keir Starmer’s 

final speech 

before next week’s 

Rutherglen and 
Hamilton West byelection, another 
queue was forming next door. 

Inside the church hall in 

Burnbank, volunteers Alex Gilmour 
and Anne Paul were preparing 
filled rolls and tea for about 80 
local people who rely on its free 
breakfasts, its food bank and its 
money advice service. 


Analysis 


This byelection, to replace the 
disgraced former Scottish National 
party MP Margaret Ferrier, has 
been a head-to-head contest 
between Labour and the SNP over 
solving the cost of living crisis, 
in-work poverty and Scotland’s 
over-stretched health service. 

For Gilmour, a former mental 
health worker, the parish church’s 
services are where those crises 
bite hardest. Some of the cafe’s 
customers are “self-medicating” 
with alcohol, others are mentally 
unwell and some are homeless 
men living in “scatter flats” - short- 
term accommodation aimed at 
preventing rough sleeping. 

“There’s a lot of people 


struggling with the cost of living 
now,” Gilmour said, as volunteers 
piled up heavily stuffed carrier bags 
of food on the church hall stage 
yesterday morning. “They want a 
politician that’s going to be honest, 
that’s going to be somebody 
standing up for them, somebody 
with integrity.” 

That antipathy to politics has 
been echoed on the doorsteps, 
say Labour activists. The 
Conservatives’ repeated crises, 
such as Partygate and Liz Truss’s 
disastrous mini-budget last year, 
mirrored in Scotland by the SNP’s 
internal feuding and the police 
inquiry into party finances, have 
left many voters in Rutherglen 


Keir Starmer 
with Michael 
Shanks, left, 
Labour’s 
candidate in the 
byelection, and 
Anas Sarwar, 
Scottish Labour 
party leader 
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and Hamilton West deeply 
disillusioned. 

For both Labour and the SNP 
this is a must-win byelection. 
Starmer has to prove that his 
centrist policies, his heavy 
emphasis on making work pay, 
economic prudence and his divorce 
from Jeremy Corbyn’s tax and 
spend-heavy policies, can win back 
seats in Scotland for Labour. 

Under Nicola Sturgeon’s 
leadership, the SNP humiliated 
Labour in successive landslide 
election victories, leaving Labour 
with just one Westminster MP 
and languishing in third place at 
Holyrood. 

Starmer’s ascendancy and the 
arrival of his close ally Anas Sarwar 
as Scottish Labour leader appears 
to have transformed its chances. 
Opinion polls show Labour support 
up at 35% - double its ratings three 
years ago, leaving it only a few 
points behind the SNP. 

That coincides with Labour’s 
shift to the centre under Starmer 
and the SNP’s drift to the left 


under Humza Yousaf, Sturgeon’s 
successor as first minister and SNP 
leader. Once great enthusiasts for 
higher taxes in Scotland, Labour 
now attacks the SNP for proposing 
council and income tax rises, and 
for a mooted congestion charge to 
enter Glasgow. 

If Michael Shanks, a clean- 
cut and earnest modern studies 
teacher, fails to win this seat on 
5 October, it will be a shock. Ever 
since MPs recommended earlier 
this year that Ferrier be suspended 
from Westminster for 30 days, in 
punishment for taking long train 
journeys and visiting local shops 
in 2021 while she suspected she 
had the virus, Labour’s election 
machine has been in overdrive. 

Pressed hard by Sarwar to 
prioritise Scotland, Starmer 
acknowledges the significance of a 
Labour win on Thursday. “There’s 
a big prize here,” he told the small 
rally next to Gilmour’s church, 
before urging party activists to 
“pump it up again” in the last six 
days of the campaign. 

In striking contrast to previous 
election campaigns, SNP support 
is nearly invisible. SNP voters 
and members once took pride in 
broadcasting their allegiance with 
posters and stickers on windows, 
cars and lawns. 

The SNP has struggled to 
mobilise its activists for this 
contest; it hired a leaflet delivery 
company, allegedly using workers 
on zero-hours contracts. Its chief 
whip had to chide SNP MSPs to get 
them to campaign. 

Katy Loudon, the SNP’s 
candidate, is gamely trying to 
deflate expectations of a Labour 
rout, and insists hundreds of SNP 
activists are about to descend on 
the seat fora final push. 

A part-time councillor and party 
worker, she is fighting to make this 
byelection a battle over Starmer’s 
reluctance to commit to tax rises, 
his refusal to lift the “cruel” two- 
child cap on child benefits his 
U-turn over scrapping university 
tuition fees. 

“Pm asking people to vote 
SNP, to say that we are not going 
to accept Keir Starmer’s lurch 
to the right. Where’s the hope 
in that? That’s not as good as it 
gets, Michael,” she told Shanks 
during a council workers’ hustings 
organised by Unison on Thursday. 


Why pollis so crucial to Starmer 


eir Starmer has 
made no secret of 


the byelection in 
Rutherglen and 
Hamilton West 
on the outskirts of Glasgow on 
Thursday is crucial to Labour’s 
path to government. Labour 
sees a win as a critical test of the 
party’s prospects in Scotland and 
the UK, with the general election 
expected next year. 

“There has not been a more 
important byelection for us this 
parliament,” one shadow cabinet 
minister told the Guardian. 


: A victory here would also indicate 
: whether voters were deserting the 
the fact that winning : 
: of Nicola Sturgeon. 


crisis-hit SNP after the resignation 


“It’s a big prize here. We all 


: know this isn’t just about this 

: constituency,” Starmer told 

: activists on a visit to the seat 

: yesterday. “It’s about Scotland. 

: This will be a milestone if we win 

: this election on the hard road back 
: for Labour to power.” 


The bellwether seat was lost 


: by Labour to the SNP in the 2015 

: landslide and has been going back 

: and forth between the two ever 

: since. The byelection was triggered 


: by the former SNP MP Margaret 

: Ferrier’s removal in a recall petition 
: after she broke Covid lockdown 

: rules in 2020. Her majority in 2019 

: was 5,230, meaning Labour could 

: win on a swing of about 6.5%. 


If that result was replicated 


While Labour insiders 


: acknowledge that there is no 

: great love for Starmer himself in 

: Scotland, they point to a poll by the 
: research group Redfield & Wilton 

: this month, in which he was the 

: only party leader to get a positive 

: approval rating. They attribute 


: that, in part, to Starmer paying six 
: visits to Scotland so far this year. 


“We need to win seats in every 


: part of the country, but there is 

: no obvious route back to power 

: for us that does not run through 

: : Scotland,” says one party official. 
: across Scotland next year, the party : 
: could take between seven and 10 

: seats, up from the solitary one it 

: holds now. If Labour wins more 

: convincingly, with a vote share of 

: 42% or above, it’s in the territory of 
: winning back at least 15 to 20 seats. 


The polling expert John Curtice 


: said: “If Starmer cannot win a 

: seat Corbyn won in 2017, those 

: who think the party is going in too 

: Blairite a direction will say: ‘Hang 

: on, where are we going?’ And the 

: claims of Labour keeping the Tories 
: out at Westminster become much 

: more difficult to sell.” 


However, Labour is confident 


: it can win next week, and that the 
: Scottish nationalists’ implosion 
: represents an opportunity more 
: broadly. Sturgeon’s departure has 
: left SNP loyalists dismayed, and 


: taken the sheen off for many 
: others. 


The SNP has put Starmer’s 


: decision not to scrap the two- 

: child policy, and his caution 

: on Brexit, at the centre of their 

: campaign. “We want to show 

: voters that there’s not a cigarette 
: paper between Labour and the 

: Tories,” said one party official. 


Yet Labour insiders claim that 


: itis the cost of living crisis and 

: the NHS that come up on the 

: doorstep, and that independence 
: is not the central issue that it 

: would recently have been. 


“We’re saying to people, 


: We may not agree on the 

: destination,” said one Labour 

: party official. “But there are big 

: parts of the journey that we have 
: in common” Pippa Crerar 
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Vets remove cricket-ball sized 
bladder stone from tortoise, 82 


Matthew Weaver 


Joey, an 82-year-old tortoise in Corn- 
wall, is recovering from surgery after 
the removal of a bladder stone the 
size of a cricket ball. 

Two veterinary surgeons had to 


cut through Joey’s shell to remove the 
growth, which weighed 150g. 

One of the vets, Viliam Hoferica, 
said it was the largest stone he had 
seen. “If Joey was a human, it would 
be like having a bladder stone the size 
of a basketball,” he said. 

Hoferica said it may take up toa 
year for Joey’s shell to heal and said 


A Veterinary surgeons cut through 
Joey’s shell to remove the stone after 
her owners noticed she was lethargic 


the vets had to create a fibreglass and 
resin glue to hold together her shell 
after the operation. 

Hoferica, a surgeon at the Rose- 
vean veterinary practice in Penzance, 
said Joey’s condition was only discov- 
ered by accident owing to tortoises’ 
hardy nature. He speculated that the 
bladder stone may have been grow- 
ing for months or even years. 

He said: “Tortoises are a very 
tough species. They don’t let you 
know what is wrong until it’s really 
bad. Joey had only been acting unu- 
sually in the last few weeks before the 


surgery, and even then she was just 
eating less and moving less ... Even- 
tually we did an X-ray, and luckily 
bladder stones show up on tortoise 
X-rays. But it was much bigger than 
Iexpected.” 

The other surgeon involved was 
Pascual Medina, an advanced exotic 
pet practitioner. 

Thanks tothe vets, Joeyis expected 
to make a full recovery. 

Hoferica added: “It was a unique 
surgery. Going through the shell is 
usually a last resort because of how 
long it can take for it to regrow.” 
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Regulating 
UK cosmetic 
surgery is ‘a 
nightmare’, 
Says expert 


Linda Geddes 
Science correspondent 


Regulating invasive cosmetic pro- 
cedures in the UK is “an absolute 
nightmare”, with many of those 
claiming to be qualified practitioners 
notable to work as consultants in the 
NHS, a leading surgeon has said. 

Maniram Ragbir, the president 
of the British Association of Plastic, 
Reconstructive and Aesthetic 
Surgeons (Bapras), urged people 
considering procedures to check 
their doctor was registered as a cos- 
meticsurgeon on the General Medical 
Council’s specialist register, which 
lists those qualified to work as con- 
sultants in the UK. 

He said: “I would be willing to bet 
that a significant proportion, if not 
more than 50% of people who are 
claiming to be cosmetic surgeons, 
will not be on a specialist register 
or would be ineligible for a job [as a 
cosmetic surgeon] in the NHS.” 

Ragbir also raised concerns about 
the growing number of groups with 
credible-sounding names of which 
practitioners can advertise them- 
selves as members. These do not 
necessarily check credentials of 
applicants, he said, making it difficult 
for the public to identify reputable 
practitioners. 

“The word ‘college’ is not a pro- 
tected word. Youcouldruna weekend 
course in liposuction, and then send 
[participants] away witha certificate 
-and that person can then advertise 
that they are a qualified, certified 
practitioner, which is unfortunately 
what is happening,” said Ragbir, who 
isalsoaconsultant cosmetic surgeon 


‘Customers want to 
see the person taking 
care of the procedure 


is qualified’ 


Marimo Rossiter 
UCL study’s lead author 


at the Newcastle upon Tyne hospitals 
NHS foundation trust. 

Research published in the Jour- 
nal of Plastic, Reconstructive and 
Aesthetic Surgery has raised concerns 
about the state of regulation within 
the UK aesthetics industry. 

Led by Afshin Mosahebi, a profes- 
sor of surgery at University College 
London and consultant cosmetic sur- 
geon at the Royal Free hospital, the 
study scrutinised the websites of 22 
self-regulating organisations that 
oversaw surgical and non-surgical 
cosmetic procedures in the UK. It 
concluded that a significant major- 
ity were not meeting best practices 
for effective self-regulation as laid 
out by the government - potentially 
putting patients’ health at risk. 

Marimo Rossiter, the lead author 
from UCL, said: “Customers want to 
see the person taking care of their 
procedure is qualified and has done 
adequate training. One way a prac- 
titioner can make themselves seem 
credible is to say they are a member 
of X organisation, but we found alot 
ofthese organisations are not check- 
ing they have registered practitioners 
that are qualified, have been trained 
well, currently practise to a high 
standard and ensure patient safety 
is at the heart of their practice.” 

The researchers have called for 
more mechanisms to help patients 
identify government-approved reg- 
isters that run more stringent checks 
and meet certain standards. They 
also urged the Department of Health 
and Social Care and registers to have 
tighter cooperation to ensure clinics 
were adequately checked. 

According to ananalysis of almost 
3,000 complaints received in 2022 by 
the government-approved register 
Save Face, 86% of patients reported 
not having appropriately consented 
before treatment, 93%were unaware 
serious complications could occur, 
while 84% said they wereignored by 
their practitioner when they tried to 
seek help. 

Ashton Collins, co-founder of Save 
Face, said many of the organisations 
covered by the UCL study did not 
claim tobe self-regulatory bodies, but 
included professional associations 
and groups supporting continuing 
professional development. While 
some may include a practitioner 
finder on their website, they do 
not necessarily claim members are 
checked - unlike Save Face’s register. 

Victoria Brownlie at the not-for- 
profit British Beauty Council said: 
“There are some registers operating 
wholly responsibly and in line with 
the government’s criteria, but this is 
by no means the norm.” 
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Plummer's version of Edelweiss blossoms 


Arts and culture correspondent 


Two years after his death at the age of 
91, the voice of Christopher Plummer 
singing Edelweiss in The Sound of 
Music will finally be heard. 
Plummer underwent vocal train- 
ing for the part of Captain von Trapp 
inthe Academy award-winning 1965 
movie, but another singer, Bill Lee, 
was dubbed in for the famous Rodg- 
ers and Hammerstein numbers. 
Almost six decades on, an 
expanded, remixed and remastered 


version of the film’s soundtrack is to 
bereleased. Along with 40 previously 
unreleased tracks and alternative 
takes, it will include Plummer’s ver- 
sions of Edelweiss, Something Good 
and other songs. 

Plummer was “furious they 
wouldn’t let me sing” on the film or 
its soundtrack, he recalled in a 2018 
interview with the Guardian. 

“Pd worked on my singing voice 
for so long, but in those days they’d 
have someone trained who would 
sing through dubbing. I said: ‘The 
only reason I did this bloody thing 
was so I could do a musical on stage 


on film?” The film, which won five 
Oscars was “the most popular role 
I’ve ever done”, he said. The obses- 
sion of fans “annoyed the hell out of 
me at first. I thought, ‘Don’t these 
people ever see another movie?’” 

The Sound of Music tells the 
story of a widowed Austrian naval 
commander who hires Maria, an 
aspiring nun, as a governess for his 
seven children. The Von Trapps are 
forced to flee from the Nazis as the 
entire family falls for Maria’s charm 
and warmth. 

Mike Matessino, a film historian 
who preserves and restores classic 


film music, remixed and remastered 
the soundtrack, which went head- 
to-head inthe album charts with the 
Beatles’ Sgt Pepper’s Lonely Hearts 
Club Band. 

Inthe new version, “you will hear 
what you’ve heard before, famous 
songs with the mellifluous tones 
of Dame Julie Andrews leading the 
way”, Matessino wrote in an 30,000- 
word essay toaccompany therelease. 

“But the experience has been 
transformed beyond what the 1965 
soundtrack album offered - with 
extensions to the songs ... and even 
some segments not used in the 


Rit ayworth! ilda (1° 

“Put the blame on Mame,” croons 
Rita Hayworth’s sultry casino 
singer in the film noir, though we 
can in fact blame Canadian singer 
Anita Ellis, who dubbed all her 
songs in the movie. 


Wood was not told through the 
filming of Leonard Bernstein’s 
tricky score that the intention was 
always to replace her singing with 
Marni Nixon’s. It led to a difficult 
atmosphere on set, Nixon said. 


Nixon sang all of Hepburn’s parts, 
helping the movie win a best 
picture Oscar (as West Side Story 
had also done). Hepburn “was very 
smart and could say, ‘I know this is 
not good enough,” Nixon said later. 
Esther Addley 


å Audrey Hepburn in My Fair Lady 


completed version ofthe film.” Speak- 
ing from Los Angeles, Matessino said 
Plummer’s voice was “not the pol- 
ished professional sound it needed 
to be” for the movie. 

“One of the reasons he took the 
role was to improve his singing, 
whichhe did - butnot consummately 
enough to sit comfortably opposite 
Julie Andrews. Plummer was taking 
singing lessons all the way through 
[filming], and his voice is pleasing, 
but not quite good enough.” 

The Sound of Music broke box 
office records, selling out in cinemas 
for more than a year. In the UK, the 
soundtrack was ranked the bestsell- 
ing album of 1965, 1966 and 1968. 
More than 25m copies have been sold 
worldwide. 

The film’s appeal “will never go 
away”, Matessino said. “Each gen- 
eration discovers The Sound of Music 
for themselves. There’s something 
indelible about it.” 


’ Lyrical banality 


clouds bid to be national bard 


Ed Sheeran 
Autumn Variations 


You may be yet to consider Ed 
Sheeran for the position of modern- 
day national bard, but the 32-year- 
old is by many metrics the most 
popular artist in this country. And 
now he is back with his latest 


portrait of his homeland in the form 
of England, the second track on his 
seventh album, Autumn Variations. 
There is one small problem. 
England has to be one of the most 
banal paeans poor old Blighty has 
ever suffered. “I find this country of 
mine gets a bad reputation for being 
cold and grey,” croons Sheeran as 
he’s halfway through a catalogue of 
such joys as “broken glass and train 
lines” and “only one road sign, 
telling cars to slow down”. 
Occasionally there is unintended 
hilarity, as on the ballad The Day I 


Was Born, which commemorates 
the tragedy ofa man whose friends 
can’t be bothered to celebrate his 
January birthday. Worst of all, the 
album is littered with gibberish. 
“Saturday night is giving mea 


4 Ed Sheeran: 
singer complains 
that England 
has unfair 
reputation 
‘for being cold 
and grey’ 
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reason to rely on the strobe lights,” 
goes the refrain of Plastic Bag, 
about weekend partying. 

It’s enough to have you actively 
craving pop’s ChatGPT-abetted 
future. Yet there’s a reason these 


dashed-off lyrics grate so much: 
the musician’s dastardly melodic 
gifts mean they immediately begin 
circling your brain. 

Reuniting with the National’s 
Aaron Dessner, this record sees 
Sheeran adopt some sophisticated 
sonic signifiers. There’s hushed, 
falsetto-fuelled indie reminiscent 
of Bon Iver, and glitched-up guitar 
fused with a Springsteenian sense 
of the epic on England, while 
Midnight turns punky electro 
syrupy with a rueful chorus. Yet 
despite this genre-hopping, most 
songs eventually end up as bland 
ballads with amemorable hook. 

Some will despair at the 
proudly unimaginative, staunchly 
unoriginal music. But everyone 
else will be busy pressing repeat. 
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Mother of man shot by 
police criticises Met for 
reaction to IOPC ruling 


Vikram Dodd 
Police and crime correspondent 


The Metropolitan police commis- 
sioner, Sir Mark Rowley, has been 
accused of “capitulation” to his fire- 
arms officers after his force criticised 
the decision to charge an officer who 
shot dead an unarmed man with 
gross misconduct. 

The latest row over armed policing 
broke out as the police watchdog con- 
firmed a decision it first made five 
years ago that an officer - known only 
as W80 - who killed Jermaine Baker 
in 2015 should face a discipline hear- 
ing for alleged use of excessive force, 
which could see him sacked. 

Margaret Smith, Baker’s mother, 
criticised the Met chief and his force 
for refusing to accept the police 
watchdog’s ruling that a gross mis- 
conduct hearing should be held. The 
Guardian understands the force is 
expected to consult lawyers about a 
possible fresh challenge. 


Baker’s mother has claimed her 
son was killed while raising his arms 
tosurrender. In 2022 an inquiry found 
W80 acted in lawful self-defence, 
honest in his mistaken belief that 
the suspect was reaching fora gun. 

Baker had been part ofa gang plot 
to spring a prisoner from custody and 
police were lying in wait for him and 
his fellow criminals as they prepared 
to strike near Wood Green crown 
court in north London. 

W80, acounter-terrorism special- 
ist firearms officer, shot Baker, who 
was sitting in a car, once at point- 
blank range. The officer had been 
briefed the gang could have firearms. 

The latest news came amid tur- 
moilin the Met’s firearms command, 
with scores of armed officers having 
refused to conduct patrols after a col- 
league, NX121, was charged last week 
with murder over the fatal shooting 
of an unarmed man, Chris Kaba, in 
south London in September 2022. 

The crisis saw Rowley call for 
changes in the law andrules to make 


A 


A Jermaine 
Baker was shot 
by police in 
London in 2015 
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‘In light of the Met’s 
capitulation to its 


officers, this step 
appears necessary’ 


Margaret Smith 
Mother 


it harder to criminally investigate and 
prosecute police use of force. 

The Independent Office for Police 
Conduct (IOPC) first decided in 2018 
that W80 should face a disciplinary 
hearing. The case was delayed after 
objections from the officer and the 
Met, leading to a series of legal cases 
that have gone all the way to the 
supreme court. 

The Met asked the IOPC to review 
its decision, the result of which was 
announced yesterday. 

The IOPC - concerned about the 
alleged loss of objectivity by Brit- 
ain’s biggest force - said it had asked 
the Met to enlist another police force 
to hold the hearing “given recent 


commentary about this case” and 
to “provide additional reassurance 
about the independence of the 
process”. 

Margaret Smith, the mother of 
Jermaine Baker, said: “Such a step 
appears to be necessary in light of 
the commissioner’s statements 
in recent days ... and his apparent 
capitulation to firearms officers’ 
demands for impunity. The com- 
missioner’s position seriously calls 
into question whether ... he and the 
MPS as an organisation have the will 
or the ability, in Jermaine’s case and 
others, to hold his officers to account 
for misconduct.” 

After the police watchdog’s 
decision the Met responded by main- 
taining its public disagreement with 
the IOPC and said it would seek legal 
advice. 

The deputy commissioner, Lynne 
Owens, said the Met would “consider 
its next steps” and insisted her force 
was objective enough to hold any 
hearing: “We will review the IOPC 
decision and reasons and consider 
our next steps.” 

Baker was struck by a single shot 
that passed through his wrist and 
neck. W80 said he had fired because 
Baker had failed to comply with his 
repeated shouted order to place his 
hands on the dashboard, but an audio 
device in the car did not pick up such 
words. The officer claimed he had 
acted in self-defence. 
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A M&S getting Sienna Miller’s touch of effortless chic 


Easy styling 


National 


Miller siblings 


turn rivals to put 


zest back into 


the high-street 


Jess Cartner-Morley 


or sisters of a similar 

age, a little wardrobe 

rivalry is perhaps to be 

expected. Butin the 

fashion tussle taking 

place between Sienna 
Miller and her sister, Savannah, the 
stakes are far higher than who gets 
first wear of the leather jacket in the 
closet. 

One a Hollywood star and the 
other a Central Saint Martins- 
trained designer with a 20-year 
career in fashion, the Millers are 
spearheading a resurgence of high- 
street style - the only snag is they’re 
doing so for competing brands. 

Sienna Miller is the face of Marks 
& Spencer, where the oversized 
lime knitwear and Westwood- 
esque fluffy tartan coat seen in her 
ad campaign currently takes pride 
of place on shopfloors. Whereas 
Savannah Miller, who began her 
career at Alexander McQueen and 
Matthew Williamson, has launched 
Vivere, anew affordable tailoring 
label, which has been snapped up 
by John Lewis. 

Savannah says she is “absolutely 
delighted” to have her sister in the 
UK again. “And I’m happy to see 
M&S making a comeback. Having 


> Collaborators 
on their joint 
Twenty8 Twelve 
label, right in 
2010, Sienna 
and Savannah 
Miller are now 
restyling rivals 
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Sienna’s electric charisma is so 
great for them,” she said. 

The sisters, who jointly launched 
the Twenty8Twelve label in 
their 20s and co-designed it for 
five years, “have always talked 
about fashion and still do,” says 
Savannah. 

“Sienna sells,’ says Hattie 
Brett, the editor-in-chief of Grazia 
magazine. “She has the style that 
British women - perhaps unlike 
their European counterparts - 
crave, which is that she looks great, 
without looking like she’s tried 
too hard. Effortless is an overrated 
word, but Sienna nails it. 

“And Savannah is very clever and 
knows exactly who she’s designing 
for. Chic, affordable workwear is a 
category many retailers can’t seem 
to get right.” 

With pop culture currently in 
the grip of Y2K nostalgia, the Miller 
sisters stand for the spirit of an era 
of which many shoppers have fond 


memories. Sienna was the poster 
girl for “boho chic” at a time when 
British fashion led the world, while 
the Twenty8Twelve label was a 
staple of festivalgoers’ wardrobes 
in the years when Glastonbury 
became a style phenomenon. 

A boho-chic faux-shearling 
cream waistcoat is currently among 
Vivere’s best-selling pieces at John 
Lewis. 

Cosy faux-shearling is also a 
hit at M&S, where a £79 chocolate 
brown aviator-style jacket included 
in Sienna Miller’s edit of favourite 
pieces has been a bestseller. 

M&S’s womenswear director, 
Maddy Evans, reports that the 
Sienna signing has seen “sentiment 
reaching an all-time high” at stores 
and customer reporting that the 
collection feels “relatable with 
easy styling options that feel really 
inclusive”. 

Celebrity endorsement “helps 
create stories that get cut-through” 


in a crowded fashion market, says 
Brett. Rita Ora recently launched 
arange for Primark, while Naomi 
Campbell has designed a collection 
for Pretty Little Thing. 

“Having Sienna seek out and 
style up the key pieces from M&S, a 
retailer that our audience loves but 
can sometimes feel overwhelmed 
by because ofits scale” instantly 
appealed to readers, Brett adds. 

Acapsule range by ex-Givenchy 
designer Clare Waight Keller is 
bringing an influx of fashion- 
forward consumers to Uniqlo, with 
the distinctive rose-pink of the 
£39.90 corduroy wide-leg trousers 
making several appearances on the 
Paris fashion front rows this week. 

Jigsaw, which under its creative 
director, Jo Sykes, has come 
back into the spotlight, is set to 
announce a collaboration with an 
as-yet-unnamed star of London 
fashion week next month. 

Savannah Miller, who has 


Classic workwear 
Three top buys 


designed for Debenhams and Next, 
decided to step back into creating 
ready-to-wear fashion to fill what 
she sees as a gap in the existing 
high street offer. 

“{There] are long days when I’m 
on my feet and trying to present 
my best self, and I figured out that I 
needed a uniform for that. I bought 
high-street trouser suits but the 
construction just wasn’t proper 
tailoring and pretty soon they were 
falling apart. You can buy beautiful 
suits for £700, but who has that 
kind of money?” she says. 

Vivere is produced in Turkey and 
aims to be “a responsible brand” 
with what Savannah Miller calls 
attention to detail: “There are lots 
of women who want clothes that 
have a bit of a point of view but 
aren’t uncomfortable. I always put 
a little section of elastic in the back 
waistband of trousers, where you 
can’t see it. It just gives you that bit 
of forgiveness after lunch.” 


Boy, 17, charged with murder of 
Elianne Andam, 15, in Croydon 


Agencies 


A 17-year-old boy has been charged 
with the murder of 15-year-old 
Elianne Andam in Croydon, south 
London. The teenager, who cannot be 
named for legal reasons, appeared at 


youth court, sitting at Croydon mag- 
istrates court, yesterday. He has also 
been charged with possession of a 
knife. He was remanded in custody. 

Police were called to reports of a 
stabbing on Wellesley Road at about 
8.30am on Wednesday. Elianne died 
at the scene. Her parents, Michaeland 
Dorcas, appeared there on Thursday 


evening accompanied by about 20 
family members and friends. They 
hugged and consoled each other, 
while some laid flowers under the 
gaze of dozens of photographers and 
camera operators. 

Later, Bishop Rosemarie Mallett 
read a statement on behalf of the 
family, with Elianne’s aunt Marian 
by her side. It said: “We as a family are 
struggling to comprehend this pain- 
ful tragedy that has happened to our 
beautiful daughter and beloved sister 
Elianne. Our hearts are broken. And 


we are overwhelmed by sorrow and 
grief. Our faith in the Lord is strength- 
ening us. 

“We would like to express our grat- 
itude to those who have taken the 
time to send us thoughtful and com- 
passionate messages and prayers. We 
kindly ask for your consideration to 
also respect our need for privacy as 
weattempt to come to grips with our 
deeply devastating loss. 

“Elianne was a beautiful person 
inside and out who loved Jesus. She 
was intelligent, thoughtful, kind 


and hada bright future ahead of her. 
It is our request that you keep our 
cherished daughter Elianne and our 
family in your thoughts and prayers.” 

Earlier, the family had released 
a statement through the Metropol- 
itan police, saying: “Our hearts are 
broken by the senseless death of our 
daughter. Elianne was the light of our 
lives. She was bright and funny, with 
many friends who all adored her. 

“She was only 15 and had her 
whole life ahead of her, with hopes 
and dreams for the future.” 
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Cold water 
immersion 
Is diving 
into an Icy 
pond wise? 


Hannah Devlin, 
Science correspondent 


cold shower a day 
keeps the doctor 
away, according to 
Wim Hof, the Dutch 
self-styled “Iceman”. 
For Hof and other 
advocates, cold water immersion 
is a panacea for ailments from 
arthritis and Crohn’s disease to 
depression and headaches. 

But the death of Kellie Poole, 
39, whose heart stopped during 
acold water immersion therapy 
session in Derbyshire last year, has 
raised questions about the safety 
of plunging into icy water, with the 
coroner expressing concern this 
week about the lack of regulation. 

So do the purported health and 
wellbeing benefits of cold water 
immersion outweigh the risks? 

“One of the main positives that 
people claim is that it awakens 
you, sets you up for the day, 
makes you feel enlivened,” said 
Prof Mike Tipton, of the Extreme 
Environments Laboratory at the 
University of Portsmouth. “And 
it’s unsurprising that plunging a 
tropical animal, which is what we 
are, into cold water will surprise 
them.” 

This feeling of alertness is caused 
by the cold shock response, where 
a sudden fallin skin temperature 


| National 


causes a surge in adrenaline, 
noradrenaline and cortisol straight 
after immersion. People will have 
their own view on whether diving 
into a cold pond is an invigorating, 
positive experience, but if this is 
the desired benefit, a two-minute 
immersion is sufficient, according 


< Kellie Poole, 
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cold water 
immersion 
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to Tipton. There is no need for 
hours in an ice bath. “The longer 
you stay in the more likely you’re 
going to be exposed to downsides 
like hypothermia,” he said. 

Some people claim more 
enduring mental health benefits, 
which Tipton says are plausible but 
mostly anecdotal, adding that his 
lab oversaw immersion sessions for 
a woman with severe depression 
who credited them for her recovery. 

There are also suggestions of 
physical benefits to the immune 
system and anti-inflammatory 
effects. One Dutch study with 3,000 
participants found that people 
who took a daily cold shower after 
a warm shower were off work with 
self-reported sickness 29% less 
than those who had a warm shower 


only. But this study looked at the 
outcome, not the physiology. 

Tipton also found that people 
who went outdoor swimming had 
fewer respiratory tract infections 
than their non-swimming partners, 
but the same benefits were seen in 
people who swam indoors. 

“There is evidence of benefits, 
but we’re in the realms of snake 
oil if you start telling people that 
it’s a cure all that will solve all your 
problems,” he added. 

The physiological effects of the 
cold shock response can also be 
dangerous. The sudden cooling 
causes a sharp gasp followed 
by aperiod of uncontrolled 
hyperventilation. “A full breath of 
air can be 2-3 litres and a lethal dose 
of water is 1.5 litres,” said Tipton. 
“You can have crossed the lethal 
dose of water for drowning before 
you get back to the surface.” 

At the same time, the response 
causes the heart rate to increase 
and blood vessels to close. “It’s like 
shutting all your radiators off and 
turning your heating up at the same 
time,” he said. “The blood pressure 
goes up, which is dangerous for 
people who are hypertensive.” 

About 60% of cold water 
immersion deaths occur in the first 
couple of minutes and scientists 
advise doing as little as possible - 
float or stand - until the cold shock 
response subsides. There is also 
a difference in the physiological 
effects depending on whether the 
face goes into the water. 

Prof Greg Whyte, of Liverpool 
John Moores University, who 
produced a two-week cold water 
exposure plan called Sponge to 
Plunge with the Royal Life Saving 
Society (RLSS), said the marginal 
evidence for health benefits 
reflected that this was anew 
area of study rather than a lack 
of credibility. “We can be fairly 
secure in the fact there are health 
benefits - not only in terms of 
physical and mental health but, 
because it’s often a community 
activity, in terms of social health,” 
he said. “But it’s always caveated 
by the fact that what you must do 
is do it safely.” 
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‘Like saying goodbye 


to an old friend’ 


Memories of joy and 


sadness in tribute 


to felled sycamore 


Amelia Hill 


hock, sadness and anger 

over the destruction 

of the 300-year-old 

Sycamore Gap tree 

have been emotionally 

detailed by readers 
contacting the Guardian with 
personal memories of its 
picturesque presence. 

The tree meant so much, to 

so many. A local man, Michael 
Palmer, summed it up: “Sycamore 
Gap is a Northumberland symbol, 
more than a piece of landscape, 
more than just a tree; it’s as 
instantly recognisable as the 
Palace of Westminster or the 
Liver Building.” 


YW The sycamore was a beacon for 
many, described as ‘glorious deep- 
green isolation in a sea of moorland’ 
PHOTOGRAPH: JOHN CARSON/ALAMY 


Séamus Enright, from Cork, 
Ireland, discovered the tree in 
2011. He said: “I wasn’t aware of 
its reputation but it struck me 
that it had managed to eke out an 
existence for itself in the rocky 
soil of Northumbria, blissfully 
unaware that it was living where 
the northern fringe of the Roman 
empire was designated to be, 
1,800 years ago. 

“It seemed like a resistance by 
nature to the very idea of borders 
and nationalities.” 

Recollections of being held 
“spellbound by its glorious deep- 
green isolation in a sea of moorland 
grass” merged with those of 
childhood games played in its 
shade. Memories of final visits with 
dying relatives were combined 
with reflections of urban children 
transformed into nature lovers 
under its boughs. 

Beatrice, aretired teacher, 
said: “I feel that this tree has kept 
company with me my entire adult 


life, from a 19-year-old student to 
being an OAP. Seeing it felled is like 
saying goodbye to a friend for the 
last time.” 

She remembered being a teacher 
in Hackney, east London, many 
decades ago. “I brought kids here 
to walk this section of the wall and 
we always stopped to rest under 
the tree. These included kids who 
had never been outside London. 
Some I met later told me that this 
place started a lifelong love of 
landscape,” she said. 

There were many memories of 
the tree inspiring games derived 
from the film Robin Hood: Prince 
of Thieves. James, who grew up 
not far from the Sycamore Gap 
Tree, said: “As young children, my 
brother, sister and I would try to 
climb it, like Daniel Newman, who 
played Wulf in the film. 

“It’s actually impossible,” he 
revealed. “There were no low 
branches to climb up from - so we 
concluded there must have beena 
ladder behind the tree.” 

James added that “one of my last 
memories of my father is walking 
that stretch of Hadrian’s Wall. He 
had advanced cancer then, and I 
remember us resting for a while sat 
on the wall underneath it. 

“I told my family that the tree 
had been cut down. My brother told 
me he felt like a piece of his soul 
had been cut down with it. I think I 
feel the same way.” 


‘As young children, 
my brother, sister and 


I would try to climb it’ 


James 
Grew up nearby 


Jonathan Hopkins from London 
remembers how the tree gave 
succour to so many. “My Pennine 
Way walk last year coincided with 
two of the hottest days on record. 
Pd not realised how devoid of tree 
cover much of the UK countryside 
is and spent a great deal of time 
wishing for a tree to appear. Just 
one would do,” he said. 

“While walking the undulating 
track along Hadrian’s Wall, with 
the lunchtime sun beating down 
and my feet in desperate need of 
an airing, the Sycamore Gap tree 
appeared like an oasis. 

“Upon arriving I discovered 
I wasn’t the only one who’d 
earmarked Sycamore Gap as the 
day’s designated rest spot, and 
was met by a smattering of dozing 
hikers, families tucking into warm 
sandwiches, and Kevin Costner 
fans re-enacting that scene from 
Robin Hood. It was a wonderful 
little place.” 

Amid the memories, there were 
ideas for the future. “Hopefully 
something good will come of this 
hideous desecration,” said Julia 
Cheeseman from Cumbria. 

She suggested a bench made 
from the sycamore’s wood at the 
spot it was felled. Stephen from 
Dresden suggested new trees 
grown from seeds and grafts of 
the original tree planted along 
Hadrian’s Wall. Joe Martin from 
Durham favoured a sapling, whose 
“vulnerability will be areminder, 
for atime, of the delicacy of our 
natural heritage”. 

Others felt less trusting of others’ 
openness to such reminders. 

“T think another tree should be 
planted in its place,” said one 
reader. “But it should be protected 
by some sort of barrier and, if 
possible, CCTV? 


Police cordon 
Souvenir hunt warning 


A Police and National Trust tree 
surgeons inspect the felled sycamore 


Members of the public have been 
urged not to take branches from 
the felled Sycamore Gap tree as 
souvenirs after some visitors were 
caught by police attempting to 
remove pieces of the tree, which 
belongs to the National Trust, from 
inside the police cordon. 

Visitors have flocked to the site 
to say goodbye to the landmark, 
which stood in a valley alongside 
Hadrian’s Wall in Northumberland 
before being found chopped 
down on Thursday morning. A 
16-year-old arrested on suspicion 
of causing criminal damage was 
released on bail yesterday. Police 
said last night they had also 
arrested a 60-year-old man in 
connection with the incident. 

Such is the tree’s emotional 
significance, an officer at the scene 
said he had had to stop a number of 
people from disturbing the scene 
and trying to take large pieces of 
wood home with them. 

Acandlelit vigil is currently 
being organised by locals. 

Forensic teams were in place 
yesterday, with specialist National 
Trust arborists being brought in to 
take 10in (25cm) slices from both 
the felled part of the tree and the 
stump to be analysed in a lab. 

The National Trust and 
Northumberland National Park 
hope the tree might regrow, which 
is common for sycamores, though 
the age of the tree - estimated to be 
up to 300 years old - might make 
this difficult. 

The National Trust general 
manager, Andrew Poad, told BBC 
Breakfast: “It’s a very healthy tree, 
we can see that now, and because 
of the condition of the stump it 
may well regrow a coppice from 
the stump, and if we could nurture 
that then that might be one of 
the best outcomes, and then we 
keep the tree.” 

The National Trust said rangers 
had been out to collect seeds and 
pieces of the tree to graft, though it 
was “not the ideal time”. 

A National Trust spokesperson 
said yesterday: “Our ranger 
team have been on site today to 
collect seed and scion wood (this 
season’s growth which is suitable 
for grafting) to send to our Plant 
Conservation Centre. 

“Although it’s not the ideal time 
of year ... we will see if we can get 
some of the seeds to germinate and 
produce new trees. We will also 
use the scion wood for grafting 
and individual growth buds to bud 
on to rootstocks, which has the 
advantage of retaining the tree’s 
unique genetic material.” 

Robyn Vinter 
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Fine crafting 


keeps ‘coughing 


major’ case fresh 


Quiz 
Chichester Festival theatre 


National 


here is a keen sense 

of nostalgia to this 

revival of James 

Graham’s 2017 play 

about the “coughing 

major”. The court case 
made headlines when Charles and 
Diana Ingram were found guilty of 
wrongdoing on Who Wants to Bea 
Millionaire? Yet it keeps its intrigue 
bottled, fresh and funny. 


Lewis Reeves as Charles Ingram 
and Rory Bremner as Chris Tarrant 


Its three central actors bear 
uncanny resemblances: Rory 
Bremner, as gameshow host Chris 
Tarrant, perfects the facial tics 
and easy manner. Charley Webb as 
Diana has some of the same sober, 
strait-laced qualities as Sian Clifford 
in the 2020 miniseries but adds the 
nerdish innocence of a quizshow 
superfan. The major, played by 
Lewis Reeves, is as disarmingly 
sweet and squeaky clean. 

More than just a dramatisation of 
events, it strives to show class and 
power biases within the modern 


entertainment industry. There is 
a harder edge to the underground 
community of quizzing anoraks 
whose speculation on what really 
happened captures something of 
our world of conspiracy theory. 
Beyond the story is its fine 
crafting. Under the direction of 
Daniel Evans and Sean Linnen, the 
court and TV studio are blended 
into one. We, the audience, become 
TV-cum-court jurors. Our verdicts? 
The Ingrams were innocent. 


Until tonight, then touring 
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Parents told 
to vaccinate 
children as 
MMR jab 
uptake falls 


Parents are being urged to get 
their children vaccinated against 
measles, mumps and rubella after a 
“worrying” drop in uptake ofkey vac- 
cines in England. 

Figures from NHS England and the 
UK Health Security Agency (UKHSA) 
showed 92.5% of children had had 
the first dose of the MMR jab at five 
years old by 2022-23, the lowest since 
2010-11. The proportion of five-year- 
olds who had had the second jab by 
2022-23 was 84.5%, also the lowest 
level since 2010-11. 

Vaccination programmes across 
England failed to meet the uptake 
recommended by the World Health 
Organization (WHO) for the year 
2022-23. The WHOrecommends that, 
nationally, at least 95% of children 
should be inoculated for diseases that 
can be stopped by vaccines, in order 
to prevent outbreaks. 

NHS England data showed no 
routine vaccine programme met 
the threshold during the 12-month 
period. Dr Gayatri Amirthalingam, a 
consultant medical epidemiologist 
at UKHSA, said the downward trend 
was a “serious concern”. 

“The diseases that these vaccines 
protect against, such as measles, 
polio and meningitis, can be life- 
changing and even deadly,” she said. 
“No parent wants this for their child 
especially when these diseases are 
easily preventable. 

“Please don’t put this off, check 
now that your children are fully up 
to date with all their vaccines due. 


>. Sans 
aN if $ 

In England in 2022, only 84.5% of 
five-year-olds got a second MMR jab 


Check your child’s red book and get 
in touch with your GP surgery if you 
are not sure.” 

Babies in the UK are offered immu- 
nisation against meningitis B and 
rotavirus at eight weeks old, and are 
also given the “six-in-one” jab, which 
helps against polio, tetanus, whoop- 
ing cough, diphtheria, hepatitis B 
and haemophilus influenzae type b 
- a bacteria that can cause life- 
threatening infections. The doses are 
topped up at 12 weeks and 16 weeks. 

One-year-olds should receive the 
first dose of the MMR jab, along with 
the Hib/MenC vaccine, which pro- 
tects against haemophilus influenzae 
typeb and meningitis C. They are also 
offered a second dose of the pneumo- 
coccal vaccineand further protection 
against meningitis B. 

The second dose of the MMR 
is offered at three years and four 
months. 

In 2022-23, 91.8% of babies in Eng- 
land had the six-in-one vaccine by 
their first birthday, with 93.7% up to 
date with the pneumococcal vaccine 
and 91% protected against meningi- 
tis B. Only 88.7% were vaccinated 
against rotavirus, which can cause 
diarrhoea in infants. 

Dr Doug Brown, the chief exec- 
utive of the British Society for 
Immunology, said England continued 
to miss key targets. “It is particularly 
worrying that today’s statistics show 
that only 84.5% of children receive 
the second MMR vaccine dose by age 
five - well below the 95% level recom- 
mended by the WHO. 

“Measles is one of the world’s most 
contagious diseases and cases are 
currently on the rise in England. We 
must ensure that vaccination rates 
improve to stop the spread of measles 
and give our communities the best 
possible protection available against 
this serious illness.” 

Steve Russell, the NHS director of 
vaccinations and screening for Eng- 
land, said: “The NHS continues to 
encourage and support parents and 
carers to ensure their children are up 
to date with their vaccinations to pro- 
tect them against becoming seriously 
unwell from infectious diseases.” 

A Department of Health and Social 
Care spokesperson said: “It is vital 
that routine childhood vaccinations 
are up to date as this remains one of 
our best defences for public health. 
The UK has a world-leading offer 
and we have run multiple catch-up 
campaigns to improve coverage 
including a national catch-up cam- 
paign for MMR and London-specific 
campaigns for MMR and polio. 

“We urge parents and carers to 
check that their children are up to 
date on their vaccines and if not 
they should book an appointment 
to catch up.” 
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Financial woes linked to higher 
anxiety risk for undergraduates 


Rachel Hall 


University students are more at risk 
of depression and anxiety than their 
peers who go straight into work, 
according to astudy, suggesting men- 
tal health may deteriorate because 
of the financial strain of higher 
education. 

The research is the first to find 
evidence of slightly higher levels of 
depression and anxiety among stu- 
dents, and challenges earlier work 
suggesting that their mental healthis 
the same as or better than their peers. 

The first author of the study, 
Dr Tayla McCloud, a researcher in 
the psychiatry department at Univer- 
sity College London, said the fact that 
the link between university and poor 


mental health had not been estab- 
lished in earlier studies could mean 
that it was due to “increased finan- 
cial pressures and worries about 
achieving high results in the wider 
economic and social context”. 

As well as grappling with rising 
costs because ofinflation, university 
students are facing unprecedented 
rent rises, averaging more than 8%, 
and far outstripping the average 
maintenance loan in many cities. 

McCloud said she would have ordi- 
narily expected university students 
to have better mental health as they 
tended to be from more privileged 
backgrounds, making the results 
“particularly concerning” and requir- 
ing more research to pinpoint the 
risks facing students. 

The lead author, Dr Gemma Lewis, 
an associate professor at UCL’s school 


of psychiatry, said that poorer men- 
tal health at university could have 
repercussions in later life. She said: 
“The first couple of years of higher 
education area crucial time for devel- 
opment, so if we could improve the 
mental health of young people during 
this time it could have long-term ben- 
efits for their health and wellbeing, as 
wellas for their educational achieve- 
ment and longer-term success.” 
According to the research paper, 


‘The first years at 
university are crucial 


for development’ 


Dr Gemma Lewis 
Researcher 


published inthe Lancet Public Health 
and commissioned by the Depart- 
ment for Education, by the age of 25 
the difference in mental health had 
disappeared between graduates and 
non-graduates. 

The analysis suggested that if 
the potential mental health risks of 
attending higher education were 
eliminated, the incidence of depres- 
sion and anxiety could be reduced by 
6% among people aged 18 to 19. 

The researchers used data from 
longitudinal studies of young peo- 
plein England. These included 4,832 
people born in 1989-90, who were 
aged 18 to19in 2007-9, and 6,128 par- 
ticipants born in 1998-99, aged 18 to 
19 in 2016-18. In both studies, just 
over half attended higher education. 

Participants completed surveys 
to investigate symptoms of depres- 
sion, anxiety and social dysfunction 
at several points over the years. 

The researchers founda small dif- 
ference in symptoms of depression 
and anxiety at age 18 to 19 between 
students and non-students, even 
controlling for factors including 
socioeconomic status, parents’ 
education and alcohol use. 


Back in bloom 
Stonehenge 
recreates 
Victorian 
dahlia show 


Steven Morris 


ith the autumn 

equinox 

gone and the 

winter months 

approaching, 

Salisbury Plain 
can take ona chilly, sombre air. 

But not this weekend when 
displays of 5,000 blooms - cerise 
pinks, deep crimsons, vibrant 
oranges - will light up the 
landscape to celebrate a largely 
forgotten Victorian tradition: the 
Stonehenge dahlia shows. 

In the 1840s crowds of up to 
10,000 people would arrive to 
gaze at prize-winning dahlias 
and flower sculptures and enjoy 
cricket matches and brass band 
performances. 

Louise Crawley, alandscape 
historian at English Heritage, said: 
“The shows were an opportunity 
for people to gather and parade in 
their finery. It is wonderful to see 
these beautiful flowers return to 
Stonehenge after 180 years.” 

To recreate the spectacle of 
the Stonehenge dahlia shows, 
floral sculptures, including a giant 
trilithon, have been fashioned by 
local growers, flower arranging 
clubs and professional florists at 
the site’s replica neolithic village. 

Dahlias grown by the National 
Dahlia Society will be displayed 
over the weekend at the visitor 
centre, where a prize bloom will be 


A Arrangements : highlighted 
ofdahliasare : by Andie 

on display at : McDowell, a 
Stonehenge : dahlia farmer 
this weekend, : PHOTOGRAPH: 
including a giant : }!MHOLDEN/ 


ope : ENGLISH HERITAGE 
trilithon, below, : 


chosen. Visitors will also be able to 
pose in front of the ancient stones 
wearing dahlia headdresses created 
by an expert florist. 

The Salisbury Plain Dahlia 
Society was set up in 1838 with its 
shows at first held in the grounds of 
the Crown Inn in Everleigh. 

From 1842-45, Lady Anne 
Antrobus, whose husband, Sir 
Edmund Antrobus, owned the land 
Stonehenge sits on, welcomed it 
to the stone circle. An advert for 
the event said it was “open to all 
England” and prizes would be ona 
“liberal scale”. 

According to the local paper, the 
inaugural show on 31 August 1842 
was hugely popular: “The extreme 
novelty to selecting Stonehenge for 
a dahlia exhibition, and a delightful 
sunshine, attracted, as was 
expected, most of the fashionables 
of the neighbourhood to the spot. 

“Such a scene of gaiety was never 
before witnessed on Salisbury 


Plain ... Parties of gentlemen and 
elegantly dressed ladies were 
scattered about in all directions.” 
John Keynes, the honorary 
secretary of the Salisbury Plain 
Dahlia Society and grandfather 
of the economist John Maynard 
Keynes, won a prize for a wire 
sculpture covered in blooms in the 
shape of the Antrobus coat of arms. 
The show lasted four years at 
Stonehenge before moving. “It’s a 
tiny dot in the life of Stonehenge 
but important,” Crawley said. “It’s 
how people experienced the stones 
at one point in the 19th century.” 
Michael Bowyer, the creative 
director of flowers at Salisbury 
Cathedral, who has worked with 
groups of arrangers to create 
“Indian wedding garlands” out of 
dahlias for the weekend, said, like 
many, he had known nothing of 
the Stonehenge shows until now. 
“It had faded into history,” he said. 
“It’s lovely it’s back.” 


Earthworms as 
big a player as 
Russia in grain 
production, 
scientists find 


Phoebe Weston 


Earthworms’ contribution to the 
world’s grain harvest matches that 
of Russia, according to a study 
documenting their enormous role 
in food production. 

This amounts to 140m of tonnes 
of food a year, researchers said, 
which would make soil-dwelling 
invertebrates the fourth largest global 
producer if they were a country. Rus- 
sia produced a record 153m tonnes of 
grain in 2022 and expects to produce 
more than 120m tonnes this year. 

Earthworms contribute to 6.5% 
of the global grain harvest, accord- 
ing to the study published in Nature 
Communications. Crops includerice, 
maize, wheat and barley. If an aver- 
age loaf of bread consists of 15 slices, 
one them depends on worms’ activity 
to be produced. 

They also contribute to the grow- 
ing of 2.3% of legumes, which 
includes soya beans, peas, chickpeas 
and lentils. The contribution is prob- 
ably smaller because legumes can fix 
their ownnitrogen, making them less 
dependent on worms, the study said. 

As worms burrow and feed under- 
ground, they break down organic 
matter and aerate soils, increasing 
fertility and making nutrients avail- 
able for smaller organisms. They also 
help soils capture and retain water. 

Scientists have long been aware 
that the presence of earthworms 
makes crops grow better - Charles 
Darwin was writing about it in 1881 - 
but it was not known by how much. 

Dr Steven Fonte, from Colorado 
State University, who led the 
research, said: “This is the first effort 
that I’m aware of that’s trying to take 
one piece of soil biodiversity and say: 
‘OK, thisis the value ofit; this is what 
it’s giving us on a global scale’ Soils 
are just such an intricate habitat but 
there has really been very few efforts 
to understand what that biodiversity 
means to our global crop yields.” 

His team looked at the impact of 
worms on grains and legumes by 
analysing and overlaying maps of 
soil properties and crop yields witha 
globalatlas of earthworm abundance. 

The contribution is proportionally 
higher in areas of the global south: 
10% of grain yield in sub-Saharan 
Africa, and 8% in Latin America and 
the Caribbean, they said. This is prob- 
ably because farmers in those regions 
tend to use fewer fertilisers and pesti- 
cides, relying instead on manure and 
rotting organic matter, which helps 
increase earthworm abundance. 

Topsoil is where 95% of food is 
grown. Last month, research showed 
soil contained more than half of all 
species. Although the impact of 
earthworms is notable, other soil 
organisms may be “equally asimpor- 
tant” but further study is needed, the 
paper said. 
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Forgot your 
lunch? Get 
set to fork 
out as meal 
deal prices 
shoot up 


Rupert Jones 


It’s not often that a cheese and pickle 
sandwich turns heads, but this 
week Pret a Manger’s “posh” offer- 
ing grabbed headlines after a tweet 
decrying its £7.15 price tag went viral. 

Although that included VAT for 
eating in, the social media post shone 
aspotlight on the rising cost of lunch, 
as the bill for ingredients has been 
passed on to consumers. 

But amid the gloom there is some 
good news for hungry office workers 
and travellers: a Guardian analysis 
of lunchtime meal deals has found 
that cut-throat competition between 
retailers means prices have typically 
gone up by less than the average rate 
of food inflation. The catch is that in 
many cases you have tosign up to the 
company’s loyalty or membership 
scheme to get the lowest price. 

The Guardian carried out analy- 
sis of lunchtime meal deal prices in 
February 2022, and this repeated the 
exercise to seeifthey had risenin line 
with the 13.6% food and drink infla- 
tion shown in official figures. 

At Tesco, shoppers could then get 


A Pret A Manger offers 20% off its 
entire menu if customers pay for its 
£30-a-month membership scheme 


PHOTOGRAPH: JOSE SARMENTO MATOS/ 
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Enjoy 10% 


a 


asandwich, snack and a drink fora 
flat-rate of £3, but now those who buy 
a meal without a Clubcard will find 
themselves shelling out £3.90 - 30% 
more. However, witha Clubcard, the 
increase is 13.3%, to £3.40. 

Itisasimilar story at Boots. While 
18 months ago you paid £3.99 in cen- 
tral London and £3.39 elsewhere, 
without its Advantage Card you 
are now charged £4.99 or £3.99 - 
an increase of up to 25%. However, 
with the scheme, it costs £4.50 or 
£3.60 - increases of 12.8% and 6.2% 
respectively. 

The Co-op’s price is unchanged at 
£3.50, although to pay that you now 
have tobe a member, whichinvolves 


» off (absolutely everything mere) with «Club Pret: | 


paying a £1 joining fee. Non-members 
pay £4 -a14.2%rise. 

Sainsbury’s has held its price at 
£3.50 and said it has not pared back 
how many products shoppers can 
choose from. But in common with 
some other retailers it has launched 
anew tier of “premium” offerings. 
For £5 you can now grab a poké pot, a 
pack ofbao buns ora Mexican burrito 
bowl, instead of a simple sandwich. 

With more people back in offices 
and taking trips, the “grab and go” 
lunch market is now big business - fig- 
ures from analysts Kantar lunchtime 
showed the lunchtime food-to-go 
market was worth just under £21bn 
over the past year - and retailers are 


battling over price-conscious shop- 
pers during the cost of living crisis. 

Jim Winship, director of the British 
Sandwich & Food to Go Association, 
said it had been a challenging time. 

“There have been staff shortages, a 
whole raft ofingredient inflation and 
shortages, [while] lots of them have 
sites in city centres where people are 
only there once or twice a week now. 
These have all been problems since 
the pandemic,” he said. 

Winship said price inflation did 
appear to have stabilised, but border 
checks set to come in on EU goods 
could mean more increases. 

Other product prices have been 
rising more quickly. At the Co-op we 
visited this week, the cost of a Gin- 
sters Cornish pasty bought alone had 
jumped by 40% from £1.50 to £2.10, 
while at M&S a bottle of Coca-Cola 
had risen by 24% from £1.85 to £2.30. 

At Pret a Manger, where there is 
no meal deal, customers can buy a 
£30-a-month membership which 
cuts 20% off the headline price of 
everything it sells. 

It is understood that the average 
price increase across its menu over 
the past year has been 16%, although 
fornon-memberstwo popular prod- 
ucts have gone up by more than that. 

Looking at a typical London outlet, 
a chicken caesar baguette that cost 
£4.55 in September 2022 currently 
costs £5.50 - an increase of 21% - 
while a pole and line tuna baguette 
has increased in price by 18% from 
£3.60 a year ago to £4.25 now. 

A Pret spokesperson said: “Our 
freshly-made sandwiches are pre- 
pared by people in our kitchens every 
day, not by machines or in big facto- 
ries, like in many supermarkets and 
other chains. We are proud of the 
quality and freshness this gives our 
products, but it does mean we face 
different cost pressures to most other 
food businesses.” 
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Renoir in Guernsey 


Painter's art brought home 


to island that inspired him 


Steven Morris 


he island of Guernsey 

may be best known 

as a tax haven for 

the super-wealthy. 

But thanks to a brief 

sojourn by Pierre- 
Auguste Renoir 140 years ago, and 
the bold thinking of culture lovers 
on the island, it is becoming a draw 
for art fans. 

An exhibition of paintings 
created by Renoir while he was 
on Guernsey in September 1883, 
or inspired by his trip, opens this 
weekend at the island’s small 
museum high above the harbour. 
Related shows have been 

launched featuring work created by 
primary school pupils in response 
to Renoir, and photographs of the 
landscapes he immortalised taken 
by anisland photographer with 
19th-century equipment. 


But it goes further. The Renoir 
connection is proving a wider 
boost for the island, where by no 
means everyone is a tax-efficient 
millionaire, creating jobs, helping 
to revive the Old Quarter of the 
main town, St Peter Port. 

“This is a real celebration,” 
said Helen Glencross, the head 
of heritage services on Guernsey. 
“Tt will be impossible to avoid 
Renoir - in a positive way. It means 
alot to anisland of 65,000 people.” 

David Ummels, the founder of 
Art for Guernsey, the force behind 
the Renoir project, said: “When you 
live on an island, opportunities like 
this are limited.” The exhibition, 
Renoir in Guernsey, 1883, has its 
beginnings in 2019 when Art for 
Guernsey launched a “Renoir walk” 
- a set of ornate frames set up in 
front of the views of Moulin Huet 
Bay, where the artist painted. 

In 2020, Art for Guernsey 
persuaded artists and collectors 
to unite to buy one of the Renoirs 


VY Renoir’s Moulin Huet Bay, painted 
on Guernsey, and, below, a frame set 
up for the ‘Renoir walk’ puorocrapn: 
ART FOR GUERNSEY; NATIONAL GALLERY 


painted on the island, Rocks in 
Guernsey With Figures (Beach in 
Guernsey), and “bring it home”. 

They succeeded. “If there had 
been a serious buyer in the room we 
probably wouldn’t have,’ Ummels 
said. “We had our limit.” Visitors 
flocked in their thousands. Its 
presence meant that when they 
asked some of the world’s greatest 
galleries if they could borrowa 
painting for the current show, they 
were taken seriously. Artworks 
were sent over from the Musée 
d’Orsay in Paris, the Cincinnati Art 
Museum and the National Gallery. 

The exhibition has the trappings 
of a big-city art show but in 
miniature. Set up in three modest 
rooms at the museum, the show of 
10 Renoirs feels intimate, personal - 
and tells a brilliant story. 

Ummels said Renoir was at an 
artistic “dead end” when he arrived 
on Guernsey and was charmed by 
the freedom with which swimmers 
would shed their clothes and 
plunge in - very different to the 
staid beaches of France and Britain. 
After his Guernsey visit, Renoir 
began focusing on painting nudes 
in landscapes, which helped him 
make his mark on the US. “He 
found a career-shaping inspiration 
here,” Ummels said. 


Renoir in Guernsey, 1883, is on show 
from today until 17 December 
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On pointe Beckham draws 


inspiration from old tutu 


Jess Cartner-Morley 
Paris 


veryone knows what 
Victoria Beckham did 
before she became a 
fashion designer. But 
this season, she hasa 
whole new backstory. 
“From when I was three years old 
up until I was in the Spice Girls, 
I wanted to bea ballet dancer,” 
she said at a preview of her latest 
collection in Paris. 

“One of the things that I find so 
special about dancers is that even if 
you are travelling on the tube, you 
can always spot a ballet dancer - 
just by her posture and the way she 
carries herself.” 

The Victoria Beckham show, 


held in an 18th-century Parisian 
townhouse that was once home 
to Karl Lagerfeld, was a grand 
affair. The coming together of two 
superstar families, the Beckhams 
and the Kardashians, saw the 
picturesque Left Bank streets 
gridlocked with SUVs and phone- 
wielding fans. 

The Beckhams - along with Anna 
Wintour and the chic, makeup- 
free Pamela Anderson who has 
become a folk hero of this Paris 
fashion week - were kept waiting 
for 47 minutes after the scheduled 
show time for the entrance of Kim 
Kardashian, in sugar-pink satin, 
and Kris Jenner. 

The show began toa sweetly 
serene soundtrack of Rose Royce 
and the Shangri-Las. It closed 
witha third Kardashian, model 


Third GB News 
presenter is 
suspended over 
misogyny row 


Jim Waterson 
Media editor 


Calvin Robinson has become the 
third GB News presenter to be sus- 
pended in the last three days, as the 
channel struggles to contain the 


fallout from misogynisticcomments 
made by Laurence Fox. 

Robinson, a regular presenter on 
the channel, issued a statement yes- 
terday expressing solidarity with 
suspended presenter Dan Wootton, 
declaring: “Standing up for Dan is 
standing up for the very idea of GB 
News. If he falls, we all fall? 

Two hours later Robinson also 
fell, with GB News confirming he had 
joined Fox and Wootton in being sus- 
pended by the rightwing TV channel. 

One staff member at the channel 
commented on Robinson’s removal: 
“Three for the price of one.” The lat- 
est suspension lays bare a schism 
between staff at GB News who want 
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Kendall Jenner, incognito in a black 
trouser suit and sunglasses. The 
clothes Beckham wore as a dance 
student - leg warmers, an oversized 
knit with a neckline stretched to 
expose a shoulder, even hair nets 

- were given a chic glow-up on the 
catwalk. Fluid grey jersey dresses 
rippled over the hips to evoke the 
effortless elegance of dancers in 
the rehearsal studio; soft blue and 
green evening wear took their 
colours from the pastels of Edgar 
Degas’ famous studies of dancers. 

“I got my old pointe shoes out 
and did some pointe work in the 
kitchen at home - [my daughter] 
Harper was impressed I could do 
that. It’s like riding a bike,” the 
designer said. A tutu “dragged 
down from my mum’s loft” became 
the inspiration for a cocktail dress. 
“Thadn’t worn it since I was 16. The 
girls in the design studio laughed at 
me running around ina tutu for the 
first time in years.” 

Her brand is now a serious 
business. Beauty ranges launched 
in 2019 have proved lucrative 
with the first Victoria Beckham 


fragrances launching during 

this Paris fashion week. David 
Belhassen, founder and managing 
partner of Neo, which bought a 
£30m minority stake in Victoria 
Beckham in 2017, said the fragrance 
launch “transforms Victoria 
Beckham into a fashion house”. 

Much of Beckham’s show had an 
aloof, elevated tone - conceptual 
transparent tailoring, sculptural 
necklines suspended on wire - 
intended to give a halo effect to 
accessories and beauty products 
by giving the brand an elite, haute- 
fashion edge. 

But Beckham has a sixth sense 
for the zeitgeist, and many of the 
season’s key trends were on the 
runway, from head-to-toe grey 
as the new power dressing to the 
modern twinset, seen here as 
aribbed leotard with matching 
cardigan. Beckham moved her 
catwalk from London to Paris a 
year ago, and “feels very welcome” 
in the city, but this collection also 
included pieces that were a love 
letter to the British countryside 
where she spends most weekends. 


A Victoria Beckham steps out to 
receive applause after her spring/ 
summer 2024 collection in Paris 
yesterday and left, amodel wears 
acreation from the dance-inspired 
collection. Bottom, from left, Kris 
Jenner, Kim Kardashian and Anna 
Wintour at the show 
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to lean fully into more extreme cul- 
ture war rhetoric and those who are 
embarrassed by the damage caused 
by Fox and Wootton’s exchange. 

The channel is now facing 12 active 
Ofcom investigations, as the media 
regulator struggles to handle the 
channel’s approach to broadcasting. 

Robinson, who wears a dog collar 
on air owing to his role as a deacon 
in the breakaway Free Church of 
England religious group, presents a 
religious show on GB News andisa 
regular pundit on other shows. 

During the Covid pandemic he 
achieved notoriety for his promo- 
tion of alternative treatments for 
the disease. 


Prior to his suspension he criti- 
cised “careerist” staff at GB News 
who want Wootton’s presenting 
slot: “These people are worse than 
the woke mob, because these vul- 
tures are giving the mob ammunition 
and essentially escalating the chan- 
nel’s demise.” He added that GB News 
would be on “borrowed time” ifit did 
not stand by Wootton. 

Wootton and actor-turned-politi- 
cian Fox had earlier been suspended 
from the channel after Fox madea 
series of remarks about political 
correspondent Ava Evans, which 
included asking: “Who would want 
toshag that?” during Wootton’s show 
on Tuesday. 


‘Inspiring and courageous’ CND 
co-founder Arrowsmith dies at 93 


Tobi Thomas 


The activist Pat Arrowsmith, a co- 
founder of the Campaign for Nuclear 
Disarmament (CND) - has died at the 
age of 93, it was announced yesterday. 

She was born in Leamington Spain 


March 1930, and went on to study at 
Cheltenham Ladies’ College and the 
University of Cambridge. Her work 
as a campaigner began with protests 
against the Vietnam War, before she 
went on to co-found CND in 1958. 
The general secretary of CND, Kate 
Hudson, who worked with Arrow- 
smith for many years, said she 


had been an “inspiring and coura- 
geous woman who approached the 
nuclear disarmament campaign with 
absolute dogged determinism and 
enthusiasm”. She added: “Pat hada 
remarkable insight into what action 
would make areal difference and she 
would pursue that vigorously, with 
every fibre of her being. She was as 
different from an armchair philoso- 
pher as it is possible to be.” 

Arrowsmith’s activism frequently 
brought her into conflict with the 
authorities, serving the first of her 
11 prison sentences in 1958. 
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After World Cup thrills, Women’s 


Super League takes centre stage 


omorrow, up to 95 

of the players who 

travelled to Australia 

and New Zealand 

to compete in the 

Women’s World Cup 
will kick-off the new season of the 
Women’s Super League hoping they 
have brought audiences with them. 

The World Cup was the shop 
window for the world’s leagues and 
their players, achance to pick up 
eyes and ears like never before. It 
delivered. With close to 2 million 
fans in the stands and record- 
breaking viewing figures, which 
included a combined 13.3m in the 
UK watching the final across the 
BBC and ITV, it became the first 
Women’s World Cup to break even, 
generating £466m in revenue. 

But it was the stories of the 
teams and players that stole the 
show as muchas the football did, 
not least Spain’s canter to a first 
major tournament trophy despite 
their dispute with the federation 
and manager, Jorge Vilda, that 
would be so brutally exposed in the 
aftermath of their historic win. 

Where outside Spain can you 
watch those fighters on and off 
the pitch? Laia Codina and Irene 
Guerrero have joined Arsenal and 
Manchester United respectively. 

Of the Lionesses’ 23-player squad 
that reached a first World Cup final, 
losing 2-1 to Spain, 20 play in the 
WSL. Australian Kyra Cooney-Cross 
has joined compatriots Caitlin 
Foord and Steph Catley at Arsenal 
to bring the tally of Matildas 
playing in the WSL to 11. 

Three of the tournament’s 
top five goal-scorers, including 
Japan’s Golden Boot winner, 
Hinata Miyazawa, who has joined 
Manchester United, will be 
plying their trade in England this 
season. Increasingly, the WSLis 
where players want to be. Why? 
Because it is one of the fastest 
developing leagues in the world, 
with investment pouring in and 
increasingly professional and 
secure environments on offer. 

When the season begins 
tomorrow, two-thirds of the games 
will be played in the main stadiums 
of the clubs, with Bristol City 
hosting Leicester at Ashton Gate, 
Aston Villa welcoming Manchester 
United to Villa Park, Chelsea 
playing Tottenham at Stamford 
Bridge and Liverpool travelling 
to the Emirates stadium to face 
Arsenal. The Gunners, who led the 


England stars Mary Earps (Man 
Utd) and Rachel Daly (Aston Villa) 
with Chloe Kelly (Man City), front 
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Hinata Miyazawa 


Laia Codina 


way last season, playing Tottenham 
in front of a WSL record crowd of 
47,367 and a Champions League 
semi-final against Wolfsburg in 
front of a sold-out crowd of 60,063, 
have sold more than 53,000 tickets 
for their curtain raiser. 

Itis affordable football, giving 
fans achance to get into the main 
stadiums and providing hardcore 
club supporters with another outlet 
for their fandom. The product 
is also the best it’s been, with 
investment meaning players can 
increasingly focus on being their 
best selves on the pitch and not 
worrying how to supplement their 
income. But be patient with them 
too. This game is still growing, and 
players have not been conditioned 
for three games a week and elite 


football from the ages of five to 
eight like most of the men have. 

Next summer is the Paris 
Olympics; then, in 2025, the 
Lionesses will defend their Euros 
crown in the fifth major tournament 
in five years. When you see players 
busting a gut on the opening day 
or going down injured after one 
minute too many, or are wondering 
where long-term injured Vivianne 
Miedema, Leah Williamson or 
recently injured Emma Watson are, 
an understanding of this context 
matters. 

The show will still go on, the 
football will still thrill. Chelsea 
are bidding for a fifth consecutive 
title; Arsenal will be hoping to 
deny them after failing to progress 
to the Champions League group 
stage; Manchester United will be 
wanting to go one step further 
after finishing second last season; 
Aston Villa will be hoping their 
additions will help them breach 
the top four; Manchester City will 
look for consistency with asettled 
squad; and promoted Bristol City 
will attempt to play like they have 
nothing to lose. 

If you’re looking for anew 
sporting fix, strap inand come 
along for the ride, because you 
won’t be disappointed. 


ParalympicsGB 
criticises vote 
to let Russians 
compete in 
Paris next year 


British authorities say a decision to 
allow Russian athletes to compete 
at the Paralympic Games next year 
“does not align” with the values of 
the movement and have called for 
stronger measures to prevent individ- 
uals from enteringinto competition. 

Yesterday’s decision by the Inter- 
national Paralympic Committee 
(IPC) to overturn a total suspension 
on Russian participation appeared to 
confirm atrend of softening sporting 
sanctions against Russia. 

Reversing a ban enforced before 
the Paralympic Winter Games last 
year, athletes will be able to compete 
as “neutral” individuals in Paris, with 
team sports still blocked. 

The chief executive of Paralym- 
picsGB, David Clarke, said he was 
“disappointed” by the news. “Given 
the ongoing horror of the war in 
Ukraine, ParalympicsGB voted for the 
continued suspension ofthe Russian 
National Paralympic Committee,” 
he said. “We are therefore disap- 
pointed that the decision was taken 
toallow Russian nationals to compete 
as neutral athletes at the Paris 2024 
Paralympic Games ... as we believe 
this decision does not align with the 
values of the Paralympicmovement. 

“However, given athletes and staff 
will only be able to attend if they meet 
the criteria set out by the IPC govern- 
ing board, we would urge them to 
ensure that individual athletes that 
have broken the IPC’s code of con- 
duct, by stating their support for the 
war, are banned from competing.” 

The decision was alsocriticised by 
the Global Athlete organisation. Its 
director general, Rob Koehler, said: 
“The fact that the IPCremovedaban 
when Russia’s aggression on Ukraine 
has only increased is contradictory 
and aligns them to the wrong side of 
history in this war. 

“As we have seen in the past, 
regardless of whether flags, anthems, 
or national colours are stripped away, 
Putin will use every ounce ofhis ath- 
letes’ participation to justify the war 
and death toll he has inflicted on the 
peaceful nation of Ukraine.” The deci- 
sion restores the status quo of the 
2021 Tokyo Games, where Russian 
athletes had to compete as neutrals 
due to the country’s systemic vio- 
lation of doping rules. The “RPC” 
finished fourth in the medal table. 

The full ban was overturned by 
74 votes to 65, with 13 abstentions. 
The International Olympic Commit- 
tee will meet in two weeks to discuss 
Russia’s and Belarus’s participation 
at the Paris 2024 Olympics. 

On Tuesday, European football’s 
governing body, Uefa, voted to end 
a blanket ban on Russian teams by 
allowing the country’s under-17 sides 
into its competitions. 
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> People wait 

to be bussed out 
of Nagorno- 
Karabakh. 

An estimated 
90,000 ethnic 
Armenians 

have fled since 
Azerbaijan 
retook the region 
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A Eleonora 
Pucci carries out 
the bimonthly 
cleaning of 
Michelangelo’s 
David statue 

at the Galleria 
dell’Accademia 
in Florence 
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< Mist settles 
amid the 
tea-growing 
hills of Long 
Coc, northern 
Vietnam 
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<A card game 
in atypical 
Indonesian local 
cafe, known as 
awarung kopi, 
in the city of 
Bogor, south 

of Jakarta. 

The image 

has won the 
people category 
in the Cewe 
photography 
awards 
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A Angela 
Rippon, 78, 
kicks off BBC 
One’s Strictly 
Come Dancing 
as the oldest 
ever contestant, 
with her partner 
Kai Widdrington 
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<The rapper 
Flavor Flav 
performs 
with Public 
Enemy at the 
iHeartRadio 
music festival 
in Las Vegas 
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A A jaguar 

hunts in the 

swamps of 

western Brazil’s E Sa 
Pantanal 

wetlands 
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Emma Brockes 
New York diary 


\ 


Ai 
Why did Hancock seem 


to think he was suddenly 


Monday 
If this is the beginning of the end 
- and it feels risky even to say it 
out loud - it seems fitting that, for 
Donald Trump, it has come via 
something as dreary as a liability 
for fraud. After all the salacious 
comments, the civil liability for 
rape and the alleged hush money 
to the porn star, not to mention 
the 91 criminal charges across 
four jurisdictions, this week, the 
spectre of professional ruin rose 
for Trump in more sober form: 
death via a thousand documents 
for the man who hates details. 

The ruling by Judge Arthur 
Engoron came as a surprise, 
pre-empting as it did a trial due to 
open in Manhattan next week, in 
which Letitia James, New York’s 
attorney general, accuses Trump 
and his eldest sons of inflating the 
value of their business to defraud 
banks and insurers. Engoron 
agreed, stating that financial 
statements submitted by Trump 
“clearly contain fraudulent 
valuations”. Among the 10 
businesses listed as fraudulently 
overvalued are Trump Tower in 
Manhattan, Mar-a-Lago in Florida 
and that golf club in Scotland. 

An appeal will get under way. 
In the meantime, the judge took 
the unusual step of ordering 
the cancellation of Trump’s 
business certificates - without 
which he can’t operate, buy real 
estate or take out a loan in the 
state of New York. There is some 
confusion about how this may 
play out in reality and there was 
no timeframe attached to the 
judgment. You can force closure 


in Four Weddings? 


on a golf club overnight, but you 
can’t evict tenants from Trump 
Tower and, if a caretaker authority 
is to be installed, who are tenants 
to pay rent to in the meantime? 
And so the sick feeling returns, 
that familiar sense of euphoria as 
Trump’s end seems once again to 
heave into view, swiftly followed 
by plunging disappointment in 
case it’s a mirage. Trump’s lawyers 
called the ruling an effort to 
“nationalise” his business, while 
Trump popped up to call Engoron 
“deranged”, something that won’t 
help him when the trial goes ahead 
next week to ascertain the size 
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Sorry, I'm 
just not used 
to this level of 
personality 


of the penalty - James is seeking 
$250m (£200m). In the meantime, 
let’s enjoy this brief period when 
we may, unfettered, imagine a 
future in which New York exists 
without Trump’s name stamped 
anywhere upon it. 


Tuesday 

It’s the toughest call of the week, 
but one we must make in the 
interests of fairness: if you had 
to - if there were a gun at your 
head - who would you choose, 
Dan Wootton or Laurence Fox? 
This is a speculation courted 

by the gentlemen themselves, 

of course. On Tuesday night 

Fox used Wootton’s GB News 
programme to talk about the 
relative attractiveness of a female 
journalist. “Who’d want to shag 
that?” he said, and Wootton 
chuntered in amiable agreement. 

In relation to the two men, then, 
let us consider that question. Fox, 
who looks like an unoccupied 
Scream mask or a wet towel 
hanging on a door knob, might, I 
guess, have some Inspector Lewis 
anecdotes to distract one from 
his more obvious shortcomings. 
Wootton, who looks like aman who 
came second in X-Factor in 2005 
and has been to some very dark 
places since then, reminds me, 
oddly, of a papier-mache head we 
made in primary school and that 
was discreetly put in a cupboard 
after we’d finished. 

Anyway, Wootton may be less 
chatty than Fox, who is a very 
chatty Cathy, isn’t he, and that 
would bea mercy. Since their 
conversation on Tuesday night, 
both men have been suspended 
from GB News and Wootton has 
lost his column in MailOnline, and 
honestly, between the two of them 
I can’t make the call. You’d take the 
veil first, of course. 


Wednesday 

Held up against Wootton and Fox 
- they sound like a failed building 
society - Matt Hancock starts to 
look almost appealing. Well, not 
appealing, obviously, but sort of 
harmless, like a character Kenneth 
Grahame cut from Wind in the 
Willows for being too implausibly 
damp. On Wednesday, Hancock 
appeared on TV after submitting 
himself for money to the kind of 
grilling he has somehow evaded 


She says 
we're only 
pretending 
that we're 
endangered 
to get into 
the country 


in more formal journalistic or 
committee room settings, in 
Channel 4’s SAS-based reality 
show, Who Dares Wins. Sweating 
gently, skin aglow, Hancock 
mumbled and fumbled through a 
line of tough questioning by aman 
pretending to be Liam Neeson in 
one of those kidnap movies. 

“I fell in love with somebody 
... and had to resign from 
government,” said Hancock, 
skipping a few key moments in 
his tenure as health secretary and 
mistaking the mood of the British 
public post-pandemic to that of an 
audience watching Four Weddings 
and a Funeral. The SAS guy wasn’t 
buying it. “You think you’re gonna 
break the rules here, break the 
rules there. As far as I’m concerned, 
you showed weak leadership.” 
Then someone came in, put a bag 
over Hancock’s head and cemented 
his reputation as aman for whom 
no level of debasement is too great 
for the money. 


Thursday 

There are so many stories I love 
about Michael Gambon, whose 
death at the age 82 was announced 
on Thursday. I love the one in 
which he took his friend Terence 
Rigby, who was afraid of flying, up 
in alight aircraft and pretended 

to have a heart attack at the 
controls. I love the one in which he 
tampered with various scripts to 
troll pompous playwrights; and the 
one in which, when an American 
journalist asked him what he 
thought his character in Samuel 
Beckett’s, Eh Joe, who is silent 
throughout the play, was doing 


up on stage, replied “Watching 
EastEnders.” 

My favourite Gambon story, 
however, is one he told years ago 
in the course of an interview. He 
found pomposity unbearable, 
possibly as a hangover from 
working with Laurence Olivier 
back in the day. At the Hay festival, 
Gambon once found himself in the 
audience of what he described to 
me as a “quite heavy” talk by David 
Hare. During questions, Gambon 
raised his hand and, asked, 
archly, “David, in all your years in 
showbusiness, have you ever met 
Diana Rigg?” It brought the house 
down and Hare “was quite cross”, 
said Gambon. “Good question, 
wasn’t it? ‘Showbusiness’ - that 
would’ve hurt.” 


Friday 

Not enough praise has been 
directed towards Dannii Minogue, 
one of the few people who can hold 
her head high in relation to where 
she stood on Russell Brand many 
years ago. I suspect the sort of 
people who loved Brand back then 
would not have loved Minogue, 
but here she is in 2006, talking to 
the Mirror and referring to Brand 
as a “vile predator” who made 
“shocking remarks that I can’t even 
repeat”. This position would’ve 
been considered embarrassingly 
unfun back then but she wasn’t 
having any of it. Discussing it with 
an Australian friend this week, she 
pointed out, correctly, that you 
can’t get one over a Minogue, and 
in a vernacular I never fail to find 
charming, mused: “Dannii’s told 
him to rack off.” Quite so. 


Ugly lawn contest proves that 
the grass isn’t always greener 


Phoebe Weston 


Dry, brown grass isnolongera source 
of shame on one Swedish island 
where people have been competing 
over the “ugliest lawn” in an attempt 
to save water - and it seems the trend 
is spreading. 

“Tt was the easiest competition to 
win, I didn’t have to do anything,” 
said Stina Ostman, a resident of Swe- 
den’s largest island, Gotland, who has 
mixed feelings about her victory. “It’s 
always nice to win, evenif youare the 


worst,” she said. Judges described it 
as “a very ugly and in no way use- 
ful lawn - unless you’re a sparrow”. 

Gotland’s ugliest lawn contest was 
created last year because of an irri- 
gation ban that prevented residents 
from watering their lawns. 

The purpose of the competition 
is to make people aware of water 
shortages on the island, which is in 
the middle of the Baltic Sea. An OECD 
report last year said water availability 
in Gotland was expected to decrease 
by 13% between 2021 and 2050. 

Other competitions have popped 
upinseven municipalities in Sweden 


this year, as well as three in Canada. 
Therunner-up in Gotland, Madeleine 
Fagerlund, said: “I was alittle bit sad 
not to win -it’sareally ugly lawn, it’s 
just sand practically. 

“We had areally dry spring. Ithink 
Ideserved to win - but actually Stina’s 
lawnwas quite ugly too.” Fagerlund’s 
neighbours have been complaining 
about her garden since she moved 
in. “The dog loves to dig in the dust, 
sothereare alot ofholesand bumps, 
so at least he’s very happy,” she said. 

The OECD’s report said the “inno- 
vative competition” had “helped 
to reduce water consumption and 
inspired a debate about water use 
outside Sweden’s borders”. 

This year, research showed 25 
countries were facing extreme water 
stress, affecting more than a quarter 
of the world’s population. Residents 
of Gotland are now challenging the 


world to share images of their ugly 
lawns. Johan Gustafsson, who works 
for Differ Agency, which does com- 
munications for the Gotland region, 
organises the competitions. 

He said: “Lots of people would like 
to see similar competitions in their 
local communities, and that is where 
the idea was born to make it a global 


A Madeleine Fagerlund’s dog on her 
lawn, where it likes to dig in the dust 


competition. It’s a cultural norm in 
Sweden to havea well-kept lawn, like 
itis to have your house in order. 

“An ugly lawn is considered asign 
that somethingis wrong, that you are 
noton top of things.” 

He said he believed Australia, the 
USand South Africa could have some 
strong contributions. In arid areas 
of the US, water used on lawns and 
gardens accounts for 60% of house- 
hold water usage, according to the 
Environmental Protection Agency. 

Gustafsson said: “We wanted to 
make sustainability communication 
positive - its common to see nega- 
tive headlines that make you feel bad. 

“This is the opposite - the compe- 
tition made people smile and they 
didn’t have to do a thing to partici- 
pate, they could just relax and have 
acup of tea. We think that alsomade 
ita success.” 
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expert who says there is still hope 


Environment editor 


| e haven’t yet 
exceeded 
the bounds 
of viable 
human 
civilisation, 
but we’re getting close,” says Prof 
Michael E Mann. “If we keep going 
[with carbon emissions], then all 
bets are off.” 

The climate crisis, already 
bringing devastating extreme 
weather around the world, has 
delivered a “fragile moment”, says 
the eminent climate scientist and 
communicator in his latest book, 
Our Fragile Moment. Taming the 
climate crisis still remains possible 
but faces huge political obstacles, 
he says. 

Mann, at Penn State University 
in the US, has been among the most 
high-profile climate scientists since 
publishing the famous hockey stick 


chart in 1999, showing how global 
temperatures had rocketed over the 
last century. 

To understand our predicament 
today, Mann has trawled back 
through the Earth’s climate history 
to see our potential futures more 
clearly. “We’ve got 4bn years to 
learn from,’ he told the Guardian in 
an interview. 

“We see examples of two 
duelling qualities, fragility and 
resilience,” he says. “On the 
one hand, you find stabilising 
mechanisms that exist in the 
Earth’s climate, when life itself 
has helped keep the planet within 
bounds that are tailored to life.” 

For example, the sun’s 
brightness has increased by 
30% since life began on Earth, 
but life has maintained suitable 
temperatures. 

“But there are examples where 
the Earth system did just the 
opposite, where it spun out of 
control, and did so because of life 
itself? Mann says. 


In the great oxidation event 
2.7bn years ago, primitive bacteria 
started producing oxygen, which 
led to the destruction of the potent 
greenhouse gas methane in the 
atmosphere. 

“That plunged us into asnowball 
Earth that nearly killed off all of 
life” he says. 

“When we look to all these past 
episodes, we come away with 
a sense that we’re not doomed 
yet - we have not yet ensured our 
extinction,” he says. “But if we 
continue on a fossil fuel dependent 
pathway, we will leave that safe 
range we see in the evidence from 
past Earth history. That’s what 
makes this such a fragile moment - 
we're at the precipice.” 

One motivation for the book, 
Mann says, is the rise of climate 
doomism. “We’ve haven’t seen an 
end to climate denial, but it’s just 
not plausible any more because 
people can see and feel that this 
is happening. 

“So polluters have turned to 


other tactics and, ironically, one of 
them has been doomism. If they 
can convince us it’s too late todo 
anything, then why do so?” 

Mann says he has noticed 
how climate history is being 
weaponised by doomers. “This idea 
that these past mass extinction 
events translate to ensured mass 
extinction today because of, for 
example, runaway, methane- 
driven warming [as permafrost 
thaws] isn’t true - the science 
doesn’t support that,” he says. 

Our climate fate hangs in the 


` a 


. Prof Michael E Mann says: ‘We 
have not yet ensured our extinction’ 


( Fallow deer 
forageina 
forest on the 

Greek island of 
Rhodes, which 
was charred 

by wildfires 

1 in July. The 
climate crisis 
has already 
brought extreme 
weather around 
the world 
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balance, Mann says. “There’s fairly 
compelling evidence from the past, 
combined with the information 
from climate models, that ifwe can 
keep warming below 1.5C then we 
can preserve this fragile moment. 

“But if we go beyond 3C, it’s 
likely we can’t. In between is 
where we’re rolling the dice.” 
Today’s climate policies and action 
would lead to about 2.75C, while 
delivering all the pledges and 
targets set to date would mean 2C. 

“So it’s a question of how bad 
we're willing to let it get,” he says, 
pointing out that “1.5C is already 
really bad but 3C is potentially 
civilisation-ending bad”. 

Widespread heatwaves, wildfires 
and floods clearly linked to global 
heating have given urgency to the 
call for action, Mann says. 

“But urgency without agency 
just leads us towards despair and 
defeatism,” he adds. “That’s what 
the polluters would like, to take 
all those climate activists and 
move them from the frontlines to 
the sidelines.” 

Ending the climate emergency 
is possible, he says. “We know that 
the obstacles to keeping warming 
below catastrophic levels are 
not yet physical and they’re not 
technological - they’re political. 
But there’s some pretty big political 
obstacles right now. 

“Here at Penn State, there’s so 
much anxiety, fear and despair, 
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and grief even,” he says. “Some of 
it comes from the mistaken notion 
that it’s physically too late and I 
want to dispel that notion. But part 
of it comes from an understandable 
cynicism about our politics, and 
that’s a much bigger challenge.” 

His assessment of a potential 
victory for Donald Trump in the 
2024 US presidential election is 
stark, calling it “a move away from 
democracy towards fascism, and 
there is no path to meaningful 
climate action that goes through 
fascism rather than democratic 
governance”. 

“We have to get out and vote, 
and young folks have to get out in 
huge numbers and vote,” Mann 
says. “If we do that, then we can 
elect politicians who will act on our 
behalf, rather than act as arubber 
stamp for polluters.” 

Cop28, the UN’s major climate 
summit, begins at the end of 
November and is being hosted by 
the United Arab Emirates, which 
Mann calls “very disturbing”. The 
UAE has the third biggest net- 
zero-busting plans for oil and gas 
expansion in the world and the 
president of COP28 is also the chief 
executive of Adnoc, the UAE’s state 
oil company. 

“Tt just feels wrong to allow them 
to adopt the imprimatur of global 
climate action by hosting Cop28,” 
Mann says. “It is legitimising 
behaviour on their part and on 
the part of other petrostates that 
is fundamentally at odds with the 
task that we have ahead. I find it 
very disturbing” 

Mann has been atop target 
of climate deniers since the 
publication of the hockey stick. 

He is scathing about Elon Musk’s 
running of the social media 
platform X, formerly Twitter. 

“Musk used to be held out as an 
environmental hero because of his 
role with Tesla,” Mann says. “But 
increasingly, he’s shown his true 
colours, his political allegiance to 
Trump and fascism. 

“Twitter was a global public 
square, a forum for communicating 
about the climate crisis,” he says. 
“What Musk has done is turn it into 
a toxic forum for the promotion of 
climate denialism and everything 
that’s bad in the world. It’s 
stunning.” 

Mann notes that Prince Alwaleed 
bin Talal of Saudi Arabia, one of 
the “worst petrostate actors”, 
played a $1.9bn role in Musk’s 
purchase of Twitter. He also points 
out that Prince Alwaleed was a 
key backer of Rupert Murdoch’s 
media empire until 2017. “Rupert 
Murdoch has weaponised his global 
media network for the promotion 
of climate denialism and to attack 
renewable energy, which plays to 
his ideology and to the interests of 
some of the powerful petrostates, 
specifically Saudi Arabia.” 


Deadly escapes 


Fish from farms 


threaten wild Atlantic 


Our Fragile Moment: How Lessons 
From Earth’s Past Can Help Us 
Survive the Climate Crisis by 
Michael E Mann is now on sale 


salmon population 


Karen McVeigh 
Westfjords, Iceland 


lad in black waders, 

Guðmundur Hauker 

Jakobsson jumps into 

the freezing River 

Blanda, whose waters 

run down from the 
Hofsjokull glacier. Armed with a 
net, he casts around the pools of 
the river’s fish “ladder”, built to 
help wild salmon migrating up this 
waterway from the sea. 

Within minutes, he pulls out 
a15lb silver fish, then another, 
then another - five in all. The wild 
salmon in north-west Iceland 
are some of the largest and most 
athletic in a country where the 
rivers are considered among the 
world’s best. King Charles has 
fished for salmon here, as has David 
Beckham; Eric Clapton is a regular. 

But these, said Jakobsson, are 
not wild fish. “Look,” he shouts 
above the howling wind, pointing 
at one salmon. “It’s an intruder.” 

Sure enough, it has arounded 
tail and torn fins: signs of a farmed 
salmon. He suspects it has escaped 
from an open-net pen where last 
month thousands of fish escaped. 
They have since been found 
upstream in rivers, endangering the 
wild salmon population. 

Suspected escapees have been 
found in at least 32 rivers across 
north-west Iceland, according to 


A An Icelandic commercial salmon 
farm at Dýrafjörður in the Westfjords 


unconfirmed social media posts, 
one of which showed fish covered 
in sea lice, a parasite that can be 
lethal to wild fish. The escape - at 
a pen owned by Arctic Fish, one 
of the country’s largest salmon- 
farming companies, which is 
owned by the Norwegian salmon 
giant Mowi - has reignited calls 
from environmentalists, sport 
fishers and some politicians to 
restrict or ban open-pen fish 
farming. It is not the first big 
escape: just last year, another 
salmon farming company, 
Arnarlax, was fined £705,000 for 
not reporting an escape of 81,000 
fish in 2021. 

Jakobsson and his father, Jakob, 
73, have captured 44 farmed 


salmon over the past fortnight. 
“This is an environmental 
catastrophe,” he said. “If they 
breed, the salmon will lose their 
ability to survive.” 

Studies show interbreeding 
between farmed and wild fish 
produces offspring that mature 
faster and younger, undermining 
the ability of the species to 
reproduce in nature. 

There are three reasons, 
scientists say, that this escape is 
so disastrous: the fish are entering 
many rivers over a large area; they 
are in greater numbers than ever 
seen before; and a high percentage 
are mature, ready to breed. 

Last week, Iceland police opened 
an investigation into whether 
Arctic Fish has breached laws 
governing fish farming. 

Iceland’s open-net salmon 
farming industry is in its infancy 
compared with Norway’s, which 
produced 1.5m tonnes in 2021 - or 
Scotland’s 205,000 tonnes - but it 
has grown more than tenfold since 
2014, from under 4,000 tonnes to 
45,000 in 2021. 

But the speedy growth has 
brought problems. Iceland’s 
National Audit Office found 
regulation patchy and weak and the 
industry largely unsupervised. It 
discovered that the Icelandic Food 
and Veterinary Authority did not 
consider additional monitoring 
necessary. “This is more thana 
wake-up call,” said Jon Kaldal of the 
Icelandic Wildlife Fund about the 
escapes. “Allred lights should be 
blinking. You’re talking about the 
future of wild salmon.” 

Globally, the numbers of wild 
Atlantic salmon, a keystone species 
for many mammals and birds, 
have dropped from between 8 
and 10 million in the 1970s to 3-4 
million today. Only 500,000 are 
left in Norway, half the number 
of 20 years ago. Escaped farmed 
fish and sea lice are their greatest 
threats. Scotland has recordeda 
40% decline in salmon returning 
to rivers over four decades. 


<The numbers 
of wild Atlantic 
salmon have 
dropped from 
between 8-10 
million in the 
1970s to 3-4 
million today. 
Farmed fish 
(below) and sea 
lice are their 
greatest threat 
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Environmentalists also say open- 
pen farms cause pollution from 
organic waste and pesticides to 
treat sea lice. Amedium-sized 
fish farm can produce as much 
effluent as a city of 50,000 people, 
according to the Norwegian 
Pollution Control Authority. 

In Iceland, the extent of 
hybridisation between farmed 
and wild salmon may be more 
extensive than previously believed, 
said researchers. Crucially, they 
found evidence that the hybrids 
survived and bred. Nevertheless, 
Iceland’s Marine and Freshwater 
Research Institute has raised its 
catch limit on farmed salmon in 
Icelandic waters to 68 million fish 
- a threefold increase. “We know 
what will happen if we reach that 
figure,” said Kaldal. “Wild salmon 
won’t stand a chance.” 

In Iceland, where nature is 
prized, most people are against 
open-pen salmon farming. But 
in the remote Eastfjords and 
Westfjords it has helped to breathe 
life into sparsely populated rural 
villages, though it only provides 
about 5.5% of jobs in the region. 

In the tiny port of Þingeyri, 
Westfjords, residents tend to 
dismiss conservationists as 
Reykjavik people who don’t 
understand rural life. House 
prices have risen - a welcome 
development - and the fish farms 
attract incomers. 

Ata petrol station that becomes 
the port’s only restaurant when 
summer fades, Elisa Bjork 
Jónsdóttir said: “It keeps my 
business afloat through the winter. 
If it wasn’t for the salmon company, 
the store wouldn’t be here.” 
Valdimar Haukur Gislason, 89, a 
former teacher and an eider duck 
farmer, emerges after his morning 
swim. “The salmon farms are just 
fine. There’s more employment. 
Everyone is pro the farms here. It 
gives people something to do.” 

On a boat from the port to one of 
Arctic Fish’s four sites, Bernharður 
Guðmundsson, the site manager at 
Dýrafjörður, insisted the company 
followed all regulations and said 
his employees had been insulted 
by conservationists. “It’s like we 
are terrorists or a tobacco company. 
They want to stop the industry 
and we lose jobs, but for what 
purpose?” 

A single pen, 35 metres in 
diameter, holds between 100,000 
and 120,000 fish, more than double 
Iceland’s wild salmon population. 
Each site has about 10 pens. Arctic 
Fish has licences for 21,800 tonnes 
of salmon in the Westfjords, with 
two more sites planned. 

Daniel Jakobsson, the head of 
development at Arctic Fish, said it 
was working with the authorities to 
minimise damage.“We have been 
farming for 10 years and this is the 
first time an incident of this scale 
has happened,” he said. 

“We have systems in place that 
ensure wild salmon are not put at 
risk. If we do not behave, we don’t 
get licences renewed.” 
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Y Marmots have long been beloved 
mountain inhabitants. This 

photograph caught a Himalayan l 
marmot encountering a fox in China. : 
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: As the climate warms, more foxes are 
: entering alpine marmot habitats 
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deadliest fight yet - to survive as a species 


Megan Clement 
Val d’Isére 


cologist Christophe 
Bonenfant strides 
down the mountain, 
a metal cage strapped 
to his back. Inside, a 
hessian bag twitches 
and squirms. His cargo is 4kg (91b) 
of alpine marmot, a mountain 
rodent admired by hikers and 
immortalised by Goethe and 
Beethoven. 
The creature’s cuddly 
reputation, however, belies a 
vicious reality. The life of an alpine 


marmot is anever-ending battle for 
dominance. They are, Bonenfant’s 
colleague Rébecca Garcia says, 
“mega-violent”. And now the 
climate crisis is making their fight 
for survival in the Alps more deadly 
than ever. 

In atiny lab ina chalet near the 
French-Italian border, Garcia, 
the site’s technician, waits for 
Bonenfant. They have 30 minutes 
to bring the marmot down from the 
mountain, anaesthetise it, measure 
it, take samples of blood, hair and 
droppings, revive it and return it 
to the site where it was captured 
- all while avoiding a set of teeth 
capable of severing a human finger. 


The clock is ticking: a marmot can 

lose its territory in under an hour. 
When they finish, the marmot 

will return to its place ina cycle 

of what Bonenfant calls “despotic 

reproduction”. The rodents live in 


AA fight between alpine marmots 


family groups with one dominant 
couple and a clutch of subordinate 
offspring who help with raising 
young and providing much-needed 
body warmth during hibernation. 
Only the dominant pair may 
reproduce: they bully the others 
into sterility by keeping their stress 
hormones at too high a level to be 
able to bear young of their own. So 
in order to have its own family, a 
subordinate must either leave and 
challenge another marmot for its 
territory - or kill its own parents. 
When a marmot wins a territory, 
its first act is infanticide. “The new 
dominant will kill off that year’s 
young soas not to have to look after 


them - no investment, no parenting 
for young that are not his own,” 
says Bonenfant. 

Garcia points out a territory 
where a brother and sister paired 
up and established a new dynasty 
last year. “We called them the 
Lannisters,” she says, referring to 
the family violence of the TV show 
Game of Thrones. 

The rapidly warming climate 
of the Alps is making each season 
of the “Game of Burrows” more 
bloodthirsty than the last, 
according to data collected by 
scientists at the University of 
Lyon. Conflicts are increasing, 
and subordinates are leaving their 
family groups earlier, leading to 
more fights for dominance. 

Marmots are suffering from the 
same scourge as nearby ski resorts: 
not enough snow. Families rely 
ona thick layer to insulate their 
burrows, where they spend half 
the year in hibernation. As snow 
cover gets thinner, the burrows get 
colder, making marmot pups less 
likely to survive the winter, even 
with their family’s body warmth to 
help them. That means there are 
fewer incentives for subordinates 
toremain loyal. 

“They’ll take their chances 
directly rather than staying in the 
family group,” says Bonenfant. 
“The consequences are that we see 
social structures and family groups 
which are less stable over time.” 

Females are producing smaller 
litters and, while marmots are 
not classed as endangered, the 
population is steadily dropping by 
4% a year, Bonenfant says. 

Other climate-related changes 
also threaten the rodents. Marmots 
need open prairie spaces to 
alert their family to the threat of 
approaching predators. As the 
Alps warm, the treeline moves 
up the mountainside, shrinking 
their territories. Meanwhile, 
new predators such as foxes are 
moving in. 

The Alps are warming at a faster 
rate than much of the planet, 
providing some of the starkest 
images of the climate emergency 
- such as retreating glaciers and 
crumbling rockfaces after years of 
persistent drought. 

If the Alps are the climate 
sentinels of Europe, marmots can 
be seen as a sentinel of the Alps, 
demonstrating how a species with 
acomplex social structure can 
see its life transform within a few 
generations as a result of global 
heating. Its life is becoming more 
nasty, brutish and short. 


Parents protest across UK over 
‘epidemic’ of dangerous driving 


Laura Laker 


Parents are holding co-ordinated pro- 
tests across towns and cities today 
against what they callan “epidemic” 
of careless and dangerous driving 
whichis curbing the freedom of chil- 
dren and putting lives at risk. 
“Parents say they donot feel their 
children are safe walking and playing 


in their neighbourhoods,” said Sarah 
Chaundler, living in Birmingham 
with three teenage children. “There 
are a lot of people angry about this 
and the impact it has on our lives.” 
The Safe Streets Now network 
started in Birmingham with protests 
over the summer against speeding 
and red-light-jumping drivers after 
a string of fatal hit-and-runs. Now 
growing numbers of groups across 
the UK are calling for action in their 


area, with protests planned today 
in cities including London, Bir- 
mingham, Manchester, Liverpool, 
Leicester and Cardiff. 

West Midlands police have 
increased efforts to tackle danger- 
ous driving, but residents say more 
is needed. Protesters are calling for 
action on dangerous and antisocial 
driving, the creation of safe spaces 
for playing, walking and cycling, 
and “justice for victims of road vio- 
lence, with perpetrators having their 
licences revoked”. 

Mat MacDonald, the co-ordina- 
tor of Safe Streets Now, along with 
other parents, began collecting data 
over the summer on speeding and 


red-light jumping in Birmingham. 
Outside oneschoolina20mph zone, 
they pointed a speed radar at100 driv- 
ers at home time, 91% of whom were 
speeding. “The following week we 
had astall outside the school sharing 
the findings of our study,” MacDon- 
ald said. “It touched a nerve.” 

One citizen data collection exer- 
cise, with 24 volunteers in the city, 
logged anincident of red-light jump- 
ing every four and a half minutes. 

Lily Martyn, a parent of a six-year- 
old, is joining the protest in Oxford, 
where Ling Felce, 35, was killed while 
cycling in March 2022. She said: “We 
shouldn’t fear that we might be killed 
every time we get on the roads.” 


Five people are killed on UK roads 
every day, and morethan 70 seriously 
injured. Despite improvements in 
vehicle technology, road deaths have 
fallen just 3% in 10 years. A road jus- 
tice report, published this month by 
the all-party parliamentary group on 
walking and cycling, made 10 recom- 
mendations to tackle road crime, 
reduce road casualties and support 
those impacted by collisions. 

Alice Ferguson, co-founder of the 
campaign group Playing Out, said: 
“Perhaps it’s now reached a moment 
where people think: ‘It’s not OK, we 
shouldn’t accept it? because it is 
unacceptable that children are being 
killed onthe streets where they live.” 
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Shah Meer Baloch Karachi 
Peter Beaumont 


At least 59 people died in bomb 
attacks on two mosques in Pakistan 
yesterday as the country’s deteriorat- 
ing security situation was laid bare 
ona public holiday held to celebrate 
the prophet Muhammad’s birthday. 

Inthe mostserious incident, asui- 
cide bomber killed at least 54 people 
who were gathering fora parade near 
a mosque in the restive Balochistan 
province. A second attack struck a 
mosque ina police station compound 
in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa province, 
killing five people. 

Local officials said hundreds of 
people had gathered at a mosque in 
Mastung in Balochistan for an Eid- 
e-Milad Un Nabi procession and 
were leaving the building when the 
bomber struck. Muslims hold rallies 
and distribute free meals to people 
on the occasion. 

Celebration of the prophet’s birth- 
day is accepted by most Muslims in 
Pakistan, but certain denominations 
viewit as an unwarranted innovation. 
According to one official, however, 
a senior police officer killed in the 
attack may have been the target. 

Officials confirmed the officer, 
Nawaz Gishkori, was among the dead. 
Balochistan has witnessed scores of 
attacks by militants, but they usually 
target security forces. 


Dozens killed in Pakis 
attacks as militant violence surges 


The local deputy commissioner for 
Mastung, Razzaq Sasoli, saida suicide 
bomber had blown himself up next to 
Gishkori’s car. Sasoli said: “According 
to initial reports, we believe it was a 
suicide blast. It was a huge blast and 
we believe the target was Gishkori. 
We have at least 54 dead.” 

TV footage and videos on social 
media showed an open area near a 
mosque strewn with the shoes ofthe 
dead and wounded after the bomb- 
ing. Bodies had been covered with 
sheets, and residents and rescuers 
were seen rushing the wounded to 
hospitals, wherea state of emergency 
was declared and appeals were issued 
for blood donations. 

Asadullah Bangulzai was one of 
those who helped the wounded. “I 
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had blood on my hands and clothes” 
from carrying people hurt by the 
explosion, he said. “I will never for- 
get these painful moments ... People 
were crying in pain.” 

Hours after the bombing, there 
was another explosion at a mosque 
onthe premises ofa police station in 
Hangu, a district in the north-west 
province of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. 
An official told Al Jazeera at least five 
people had been killed. The mosque’s 
roof collapsed in the blast, the local 
broadcaster Geo News reported, add- 
ing that about 30 to 40 people were 
trapped under the rubble. 

A senior officer, Fazal Akbar, said 
attackers had tried to enter a police 
station near the mosque. “One of 
them blew himself up at the gate 
but the other managed to enter the 
mosque. Thankfully, most of the peo- 
ple inside managed to escape after 
the first blast, which is why the cas- 
ualty count is low,” he said. 

No group had claimed responsi- 
bility for the Balochistan bombing 
yesterday, which came amid a surge 
in the number of attacks claimed by 
militant groups in the west of the 
country before national elections 
scheduled for January next year. 

The Pakistani Taliban, an umbrella 
group of various hardline Sunni 
Islamist groups, denied it had car- 
ried out the attack. Islamic State has 
claimed previous deadly attacks in 
Balochistan and elsewhere. 


Analysis 
Hannah Ellis-Petersen 


Political and economic 


crises leave little hope 


of bringing the many 


militant groups to heel 


he scenes of horror pictured yesterday 
have become all too familiar in Pakistan. 
This time it was a twin attack. 

While no one has yet claimed 
responsibility, suspicion among officials 
and analysts was directed at Islamic 

State’s regional affiliate, Islamic State - Khorasan 
(IS-K), which has recently regrouped and revived 

its militant activities on Pakistan soil to devastating 
effect, and with little sign of being contained. 
Alongside a recent resurgence of a rival militant group, 
the Pakistani Taliban, which has been behind dozens 
of deadly attacks over the past few months, Pakistan’s 
security and terror situation continues to deteriorate 
to its worst in years. 

In July, IS-K claimed responsibility for the suicide 
bombing of a political rally. The bomb targeted a party 
known for its close ties to the Taliban in Afghanistan, 
killing 54 people. IS-K has positioned itself as an 
Islamist group even more hardline than the Taliban, 
and have targeted them in both Afghanistan and now 
Pakistan for not enforcing sharia law strictly enough. 
They also vehemently oppose the kind of religious 
procession that was taking place yesterday morning 
before it was devastated by the suicide blast. 

Mustung, in Pakistan’s troubled region of 
Balochistan, where the blast took place, has long 
been a hub for radical madrasas and extremist 
Islamic groups. Balochistan has been plagued by a 
long-running separatist insurgency, and as part of its 
crackdown, Pakistan’s military is alleged to have both 
tolerated and sponsored many local Islamist militant 
groups in Mustung to use them as weapons against 
Baloch separatists. It was a strategy that has since 
proved deadly, after many from these groups then 
went on to join al-Qaida and later Islamic State. 

It was in Mustung in 2018, just before the previous 
election, that one of Pakistan’s worst ever militant 
attacks took place, when Islamic State militants 
targeted a political rally and killed almost 150 people, 
including a prominent Baloch politician. 

“After years of a lull, we are now seeing a fully 
fledged return of latent violence and militancy,” said 
Zahid Hussain, an author who has written about 
Islamist extremism. “The problem is that Pakistan has 
no holistic policy to counter extremism, and no way 
to deal with this violence in these areas now under 
militant control. They knew this area had become a 
centre for extremist groups, yet no action was taken.” 

As Pakistan gears up for a election at the end of 
January, analysts and politicians fear more bloodshed. 
There are concerns that as the violent rivalry between 
the Pakistan Taliban and IS-K continues to escalate 
and both groups seek to assert and gain influence, 
attacks be hard for the military to suppress. 

The surge of homegrown terrorist activity, fuelled 
by the takeover of the Taliban in Afghanistan, comes 
at a disastrous time for Pakistan. It is already going 
through one of its worst economic crises on record and 
remains highly politically unstable, with a powerless 
caretaker government currently running the country, 
its most popular political leader, the former prime 
minister Imran Khan, currently behind bars, and the 
date ofits election continually pushed back. 
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Ex-Wagner chief talks to Putin about 
use of ‘volunteer units’ in Ukraine 


Vladimir Putin was shown yester- 
day meeting a former senior Wagner 
commander to discuss how to best 
use “volunteer units” in the Ukraine 
war, as Kyiv announced that several 
hundred members of the mercenary 
group had returned to the battlefield. 

Putin was shown on state tele- 
vision meeting Andrei Troshev, a 
former Wagner commander known 
by his nom de guerre “Sedoi” - or 


“grey hair”. The meeting, which took 
place in the Kremlin a day earlier, has 
highlighted Moscow’s efforts to show 
that the state had gained control over 
the mercenary group over a month 
after its leader, Yevgeny Prigozhin, 
was mysteriously killed ina plane 
crash. 

Addressing Troshev, Putin said 
that they had previously agreed 
that the former Wagner commander 
would be “engaged in the formation 
of volunteer units” to be employed 
in Ukraine. “You yourself fought 
in such a unit for more than a year 


... You know how it’s done,” Putin 
continued. 

The Kremlin has steadily moved to 
bring the force under its control fol- 
lowing Prigozhin’s aborted rebellion 
in June. It has dismantled Wagnet’s 
military base in the south of Russia 
and forced the group to hand over 
thousands of tonnes of weaponry. 

After the aborted mutiny, Putin 
said Wagner would be banned in 
Russiaand that its fighters could sign 
contracts with the defence ministry, 
leave for Belarus or go home. 

Putin’s spokesperson, Dmitry 


Peskov, said yesterday that Troshev 
had already signed a contract with 
the defence ministry. 

Earlier this week, the Ukrainian 
military said that some former Wag- 
ner fighters had returned to the 
battlefield, but were operating as 
part of the regular army and had not 
joined as a separate unit. 

Mykhailo Podolyak, one of Volo- 
dymyr Zelenskiy’s aides, has sought 
to downplay the significance of 
their arrival in Ukraine, writing on 
X, formerly known as Twitter, that 
“the media effect” of the return of 


Vladimir Putin spoke to Andrei 
Troshev, far right, at the Kremlin 


some Wagner fighters to Ukraine was 
“greater than its real significance”. 

British military intelligence said in 
arecent briefing that it was likely that 
up to hundreds of fighters formerly 
associated with Wagner had started 
to redeploy to Ukraine as part of dif- 
ferent units. 

“The exact status of the redeploy- 
ing personnelis unclear, butitis likely 
individuals have transferred to parts 
of the official Russian ministry of 


Documenting the 


horrors of Mariupol 


Sloviansk 


enin uniform are 

milling around 

outside a cafe 

in Sloviansk. 

Military trucks 

trundle past every 
few seconds. The town, in the 
Donetsk region, is the rear echelon 
ofthe Ukrainian counteroffensive. 

A black armoured car pulls up, 
and out of it slips the journalist 
and film-maker Mstyslav Chernov. 
With his black T-shirt and trousers, 
black sunglasses, and black medical 
kit strapped to his thigh, he looks 
every inch the conflict reporter. He 
is 38. When he finally takes off his 
sunglasses, the intense gaze of his 
pouchy, tired-looking eyes makes 
him seem older. 

That is hardly surprising. The 
war visited on Ukraine by its 
eastern neighbour since 2014 has 
destroyed many existences and 
transformed countless others. One 
of its consequences has been the 
creation of a generation of young 
conflict reporters. “In a country 
which is at war, if you’re a good 
documentary photographer, or 
at least trying to be good, you 
automatically become a war 
photographer,” Chernov said. 

One of the Kharkiv-born 
journalist’s earliest jobs was 
filming the Malaysia Airlines 
MH17 crash site in 2014. Later, he 
worked in Syria, Karabakh, Iraq 
and Kurdistan. Then, in February 
last year, he and his team - stills 
photographer Evgeniy Maloletka 
and field producer Vasilisa 
Stepanenko - drove to Mariupol 
when everyone else who could 
was getting out. 


They stayed inside the siege for 
nearly three weeks. For most of 
that time, theirs was the only news 
footage broadcast - bringing to the 
world famous and terrible images 
such as the 8 March bombing of the 
city’s maternity hospital complex. 

Now, Chernov has shaped this 
material into a feature-length 
documentary, 20 Days in Mariupol. 
It places the viewer inside the 
nightmare that was Russia’s 
pounding of the city as the “circle 
tightened round [its] neck”, as 
he put it. The film unfolds day by 
day, punctuated by clips showing 
how footage was used in broadcast 
news, occasionally overlaid by 
Chernov’s restrained voiceover. 

The film has just been chosen as 
Ukraine’s entry for the Oscars. It is 
tough to watch. Evangelina, aged 
four, caught in an attack, dies ona 
hospital trolley. The doctors - who 
urge Chernov to keep filming, “to 
show how these motherfuckers 
are killing children”, weep for her 
and tenderly press her eyes shut. 
Kyrill, at 18 months, is defibrillated, 
but the medics can’t save him. His 
mother wails: “Why? Why? Why?” 

Conditions worsen, there is 
no power and barely a mobile 
connection. Chernov’s team 
struggle to send their footage to 
the Associated Press news agency. 
People loot shops. Hospitals run 
out of medicine. On a patch of 
wasteground a man heaves bodies 
into a trench. Asked how he feels, 
he replies: “If I start talking Pm 
going to cry ... 1don’t know what 
I feel right now. What are people 
supposed to feelin this situation?” 


People on the floor of a hospital as 
Russia shelled Mariupol in March 
2022, ina story by Chernov’s team 
PHOTOGRAPH: EVGENIY MALOLETKA/AP 


The mayor of the city has 
estimated that 21,000 civilians 
were killed in Mariupol. The AP 
team might easily have been 
among them. What drove them on? 
Chernov, after all, has two young 
daughters to whom he alludes in 
his voiceover. 

They made their decision sitting 
inacafe in Bakhmut in February 
last year, he said, watching a 
Russian news broadcast, “because 
that’s always a good indicator of 
what’s to come”. They realised 
the full-scale invasion was about 
to begin, and talked about “where 
we would meet this new wave of 
escalation. Mariupol seemed to be 
aright place to do it.” The story’s 
importance outweighed the risk. 
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defence forces and other [private mil- 
itary companies],” the briefing said. 

Some Wagner-linked telegram 
channels yesterday distanced them- 
selves from Troshev’s meetingin the 
Kremlin, indicating an existing split 
within the group. 

Anton Yelizarov, a former Wagner 
commander whose nom de guerre 
is “Lotus”, was quoted yesterday as 
saying that the majority of fighters 
had not joined the defence ministry. 

“Rumours that most of the com- 
manders of the Wagner PMC moved 
work under the control of the minis- 
try of defence are just a dream ofthe 
ministry of defence,” said Yelizarov, a 
former deputy of Dmitry Utkin, who 
was killed alongside Prigozhin. 

Yelizarov, who is believed to have 
commanded the storming of the 
Ukrainian city of Bakhmut, further 
claimed that Troshev had never been 
asenior Wagner commander. 

The fate of Wagner and its 


operations abroad has been unclear 
since Prigozhin’s failed mutiny in 
June and his death two months later. 

The USsaid last week thatit had not 
seen a withdrawal of Wagner forces 
from Africa “in any substantial or 
meaningful numbers”. Russia’s for- 
eign ministry has previously assured 
nations in Africaand the Middle East 
that it would manage Wagner forces 
following Prigozhin’s demise. 

Two sources close to Wagner told 
the Guardian that some of the group’s 
fighters had signed contracts with the 
defence ministry or with other pri- 
vate groups close to the ministry. 

Other fighters, the sources said, 
had decided not to do so out of per- 
sonal loyalty to Prigozhin and anger 
over his death. 

The Kremlin has sought to keep the 
fallout from Prigozhin’s deathas low- 
key as possible, ever since his private 
jet plummeted from the sky. 

Putin denied Prigozhin a state 


funeral, and the warlord was buried 
ata remote cemetery on the outskirts 
of his home town of St Petersburg. 

The majority of makeshift street 
memorials that sprung up follow- 
ing his death have also been quietly 
removed by the authorities. 

But some Prigozhin loyalists con- 
tinue to demand answers from the 
Kremlin over its role in his death. 

In an angry post on his telegram 
channel, Maksim Shugalei, a political 
consultant close to Prigozhin, ques- 
tioned why it took the authorities so 
long to investigate the death of his 
former boss. 

“For me, it’s nota plane crash, it’s 
murder,’ Shugalei wrote. 

“In my opinion, it takes two to 
three hours to find out whether it was 
an explosion on board, or whether 
it was a rocket. I demand answers 
from the authorities on the ques- 
tion of what happened in the sky on 
23 August 2023.” 


“It felt like this was the beginning 
of the third world war,” he said. “It 
still kind of does.” 

Once in the city, he said, “it 
was just a matter of whether you 
had enough resources to keep 
working. And you keep going until 
you haven’t.” Even though they 
could have been killed at any time? 
“Every morning I’m there among 
the people lying on the floor ofa 
hospital,’ Chernov said. “There 
are people without limbs and with 
heavy injuries. There are constant 
explosions. You don’t really know 
if you’re awake or if you’re asleep. 
You feel you have to force yourself 
to just start working. And then you 
look at all the people around you. 
The nurse comes who’s been there 


<4 Evgeniy Maloletka won Photo of 
the Year at the World Press Photo 
contest 2023 for this photograph of 
Iryna Kalinina, 32, being carried 
from the bombed maternity hospital 
in Mariupol. Neither mother nor 
baby survived 


‘Having unified 
experiences formed 
into stories is how we 
process our collective 
trauma. That's what 
keeps me going’ 


Mstyslav Chernov 
Conflict journalist 


for two weeks and hasn’t slept as 
well, and the doctors come and 
start putting bandages on people, 
and another nurse comes witha 
bucket of snow and uses the melted 
snow to wash the floor. 

“And you look at all of them and 
you think, ‘Why would I stop?’ So 
I don’t think it’s patriotism ora 
sense of duty, or even a kind ofa 
journalistic impulse. It’s some kind 
of collective resistance to tragedy.” 

In the film a policeman named 
Vladimir addresses the camera 
from the bombed hospital, certain 
that if the world sees the atrocity, 
the war will end. The crew’s 
pictures did have an immense 
impact but of course the war did 
not stop - and Russians claimed the 


hospital footage had been faked 
using actors. Chernov remembers a 
similar pattern after his reporting at 
the crash site of MH17, the airliner 
shot down by Russian separatists 
over the Donetsk region in 2014. 

It was his second day as a conflict 
reporter. He felt sure his footage 
would stop the war. On the ground 
it was beyond doubt separatists 
were responsible, as was later 
proved in the courts. But the next 
day he turned on his TV and saw 
his images used for a story in which 
Russia blamed the Ukrainians for 
the tragedy. “A lot of illusions were 
destroyed that day.” 

Part of the point of making 
20 Days in Mariupol, he said, 
was to go deeper, and ask more 
questions - and perhaps to take 
more control. He felt, he said, ata 
turning point, in which shooting for 
news was no longer satisfying. He 
is currently charting the Ukrainian 
counteroffensive in the Donbas, 
following the lives of a number of 
characters in the military. 

I wonder how audiences have 
reacted to seeing the world 
through his eyes. “When people 
say it’s difficult to watch 20 Days in 
Mariupol, it’s not because there’s a 
lot of blood,” he said. No, I say: it’s 
because you see children dying. 
“But when you think about the 
people who live through these 
tragedies on the screen, there 
are always people supporting 
them. However traumatising and 
painful are the events that we 
are going through in Ukraine, we 
never go through them alone. We 
always have someone to hold our 
hands to embrace us, whether 
it’s a volunteer, or a firefighter 
ora policeman or a doctor or 
just your neighbour. I find that 
extraordinarily hopeful.” 

It was this hope that won it the 
audience award at the Sundance 
film festival this January, he thinks. 
His main fear was that the film 
might retraumatise the people who 
lived through the events. “But it 
actually doesn’t,’ he said. “Having 
unified experiences that are formed 
into stories is how we process our 
collective trauma. That’s what 
keeps me going forward.” 


20 Days in Mariupol is released in 
the UK on 6 October 


AA march in June after a 17-year-old of Algerian heritage was shot by police 


during a traffic stop in the Paris suburb of Nanterre PHOTOGRAPH: MICHEL EULER/AP 


Legal action 
over racial 
profiling by 
French police 
begins in 
Paris court 


Angelique Chrisafis 
Paris 


France must end the widespread 
racial profiling of people of black and 
north African heritage, who are rou- 
tinely stopped by police and asked 
to show their identity papers with 
no explanation, a lawyer for rights 
groups argued at a court hearing in 
Paris yesterday. 

In the first class action of its kind 
against the French state, six French 
and international organisations 
including Amnesty International, 
Human Rights Watch and the Open 
Society Justice Initiative, are seeking 
aruling that French authorities are at 
fault for failing to prevent the wide- 
spread use of racial profiling. 

They argue that people of colour 
across France, notably young men 
perceived tobe black or of north Afri- 
can origin, are routinely singled out 
and stopped in the street, asked for 
identity papers and frisked without 
explanation, often several times a 
day and from as youngas 11 years old. 

The conseil d’etat, France’s high- 
est administrative court, was urged 
to force the state to end the practice, 
which has been condemned for more 
than a decade by independent bodies 
from the UN to the Council of Europe. 

The legal challenge comes three 
months after widespread protests 
and unrest in France over the police 
shooting of Nahel, a 17-year-old boy 
of Algerian descent, during a traffic 
stop outside Paris in June. 

During the protests over Nahel’s 
death, teenagers and young people of 
blackand north African origin spoke 
out about the discrimination they 
faced, saying they were often stopped 
several times a day by police foriden- 
tity checks without explanation. 

The interior minister, Gérald 
Darmanin, told a parliamentary 


commission in July: “It’s false to 
say there is systemic racism in the 
national police.” 

Maité De Rue, a senior lawyer at 
Open Society Justice Initiative, said: 
“The tragic events of this summer 
showed France and the world once 
again that something is profoundly 
broken in French policing.” 

She said successive French govern- 
ments had refused to acknowledge 
that systemic change was needed to 
stop the deep-rooted discrimination 
of police identity stops. She said it 
was a problem well documented by 
independent bodies in France and 
internationally, “but there is stilla 
denial. French authorities continue 
to claim that there is no systemic 
problem in French police, it’s only 
about a couple of individuals that 
might behave badly.” 

The classaction does not seek com- 
pensation for individuals. Rather, it 
wants the state to be forced to put 
in place measures to stop the prac- 
tice, suchas stricter definitions ofthe 
reasons for police identity checks, a 
system to record them, and regula- 
tion for when police target children. 

“It is a daily problem and it’s mas- 
sive,’ said Issa Coulibaly from the 
Pazapas association in Belleville, 
northern Paris, one of three associa- 
tions involved inthe legal challenge. 
“Almost every French man perceived 
as black or north African will have 
experienced it multiple times. I head 
an association for cultural and sport- 
ing events for young people. As soon 
as we hold any kind of chat or debate, 
this issue comes up very quickly. 

“It’s something that has been 
denounced for more than 40 years 
in France, but there has been no pro- 
gress; in fact, it too often feels like 
we're going backwards. The [police] 
checks can start from 10 or 11 years 
old, and are focused on young people. 
After around 25 years old, it slows but 
doesn’t stop. It has a profound psy- 
chological impact. 

“When I started campaigning on 
this issue in 2010, Ithoughtit was an 
area of discrimination and racism 
that was relatively easy to resolve: 
you just needed political will, not 
even money. It was agents of the state 
who were doing it, so it would have 
been enough tochange the rules. But 
here we are, 13 years later, still facing 
denial from politicians who could fix 
the issue.” 

In 2020, Emmanuel Macron 
acknowledged the issue in an inter- 
view, calling it “intolerable”. But no 
changes have been made by the state. 
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Botched ‘Monkey Christ’ fresco 
restoration inspires comic opera 


Sam Jones 
Madrid 


Eleven years after a simple act of 
devotion in aremote churchin north- 
east Spain unleashed a media storm, 
spawned countless memes and 
created an unlikely tourist phenom- 
enon, the trials and triumphs of the 
amateur artist behind the “Monkey 
Christ” restoration are being cele- 
brated in an opera that premieres 
this week in Las Vegas. 

Cecilia Giménez, now almost 93, 
achieved unwanted global fame in 
the summer of 2012 after attempt- 
ing to restore a small fresco of the 
scourged and thorn-crowned Christ 
in the Santuario de Misericordia, near 
her home town of Borja. 

Her incomplete efforts to save the 
Ecce Homo (Behold the man) paint- 
ing - which had been painted on one 
of the church’s inner walls by the 
artist Elias Garcia Martinez nine dec- 
ades earlier - met with local, national 
and global derision. As well as being 
attacked as “the worst restoration in 
history”, the work soon acquired the 
nickname of Monkey Christ because 
of its vaguely simian aspect. 

The incident caught the sympa- 
thetic eye of Andrew Flack, a US 
PR expert. “When I saw her face in 
the newspaper, I just thought, ‘Oh 
my goodness! She didn’t mean to 
do this’,” Flack said. “I saw her dis- 
tress and I saw her innocence. This 
is awoman of the community. She’d 
lived in this town her whole life - she 
was married in that church, her chil- 
dren were christened in that church 
-so she would never doanything that 
was hurtful. But she did this and it 
was a good deed gone wrong.” 

Determined to help, Flack opted 
for an unusual show of solidarity. One 
way to help, he reasoned, would be by 
turning events into the comic opera 
that his friend Paul Fowler, a com- 
poser, had been itching to write for 
years. Flack also sensed the story 
might yet conclude happily. He was 
not wrong. After a few very difficult 
months, things started to change. 
Local frustrations evaporated once it 
became clear that the devout woman 


BEHOLD THE MAN 


LA OPERA DE\CECILIA 


A The opera 
Behold the Man 
- the English 
translation of 
the fresco’s title, 
Ecce Homo - will 
premiere in Las 
Vegas tonight. 
Left, the church 
painting in 
Borja before 
and after Cecilia 
Giménez’s 
restoration 
attempt 


PHOTOGRAPH: 
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had only been trying to preserve the 
fresco and had not been able to fin- 
ish the job. 

Then tourists started showing up. 
Between August and December 2012, 
more than 45,000 people visited the 
sanctuary, which now has an exhi- 
bition centre and gift shop where 
images of the restoration appear on 
everything from pens, mugs and 
T-shirts to teddies and mouse mats. 
Today, Giménez is feted as Borja’s 
most famous and beloved resident. 

“She was really taken to task by 
her neighbours and they were quite 
mean to her, but I could see all this 
turning around,” said Flack. “And 
darn if it didn’t happen. What really 
finally grabbed me was her forgive- 
ness: she, as a woman of faith and 
as a Christian woman, forgave her 
neighbours and everyone for being 
so mean. For me, it’s her forgiveness 
that is so beautiful.” 

Within six months, Flack and 
Fowler had the bones of what would 
become Behold the Man. A mix of fact 
and fantasy, it charts the sufferingand 
triumph of Giménez while examining 
the power of social mediaand finding 
room for both the anxious ghost of 
Garcia Martinez and the spectre of the 
economic crisis from which the indig- 
nados movement emerged. Its music 
isasimilarly eclectic mix of classical, 
Spanish folk, Gregorian chant, K-pop 
and the odd power ballad. There are 
also shades of Henry Purcell, REM, 
and Radiohead. 

Work continued on the opera, 
which has English and Spanish ver- 
sions, after Flack travelled to Borja 
to meet Giménez and her family and 
received their permission to drama- 
tise the events of 2012. Now, Behold 
the Man will get its world premiere in 
a performance by Opera Las Vegas at 
the College of Southern Nevada today 
with another show tomorrow . 

Giménez, who survived Covid but 
has dementia, will not make it to the 
opening night. But her niece Marisa 
Ibanez is flying to Las Vegas with her 
husband to represent the family. 

“It’s going to be an expensive trip, 
but we knew we needed to make the 
effort,’ said Ibáñez. “I’m very excited 
to be seeing itand about all the amaz- 
ing publicity it’s bringing to Borja.” 

Flack and Fowler hope the audi- 
ence will appreciate “the real story” 
of what happened to Giménez. 
“We’re not making fun of her; she 
isn’t the brunt of ourjokes - she’s the 
hero whose patience and faith and 
belief and gentleness win the day,” 
said Flack. 


Sanchez seeks power in Spain as 
right fails to form government 


Sam Jones 


Spain’s acting prime minister, the 
socialist leader Pedro Sanchez, has 
a fresh, if fraught, shot at returning 
to power after his conservative rival, 
Alberto Núñez Feijoo, failed in his 
attempt to take office in an ill-tem- 
pered investiture debate after July’s 
inconclusive general election. 
Although Feij6o’s People’s party 
finished first in the snap election, it 
failed to win enough votes to form 


a government, taking 137 seats in 
Spain’s 350-seat congress, and scor- 
ing a far less emphatic win over the 
ruling Spanish Socialist Workers’ 
party than had been expected. 
Despite knowing he did not have 
the numbers to reach the absolute 
majority threshold of 176 seats - even 


172 


The number of MPs who voted for 
the People’s party’s Alberto Nunez 
Feijóo to become PM. He needed 176 


with the support of the far-right Vox 
party and two smaller groupings 
- Feijoo received King Felipe’s bless- 
ing to attempt an investiture session 
this week. But he failed to secure the 
necessary backing, losing Wednes- 
day’s first debate by 172 votes to 178, 
and yesterday’s second debate, by 
172 votes to 177, with one null vote. 

Feij6o’s failure clears the way for 
Sanchez to try to put together anew 
government. The problem is that 
while the acting prime minister can 
count on votes from his own party, 
from its partners in the leftwing 
Sumar alliance and from a handful 
of Basque and Catalan nationalist 
parties, he will also need to enlist 
the support of Junts, the hardline 
Catalan separatist party led by Carles 
Puigdemont. 


Puigdemont, who fled Spain 
to avoid arrest over his role in the 
unilateral and unlawful push for 
independence six years ago, has 
insisted his support will be condi- 
tional on the granting of amnesty to 
him and hundreds of others involved 
in the attempted secession. 

Sanchez’s refusal to rule out such 
an amnesty - not to mention his 
decision to send the Sumar leader 
and acting deputy prime minister, 
Yolanda Diaz, to Brussels to discuss 
the situation with Puigdemont - has 
proved deeply controversial. 

Sanchez now has until the end 
of November to attempt to forma 
government. Should that fail, parlia- 
ment will be dissolved and Spain will 
return to the polls in January for its 
sixth general election in nine years. 


Up to 18,000 
Australian 
books allegedly 
pirated to train 
generative Al 


Kelly Burke 


Thousands of books from some of 
Australia’s most celebrated authors 
have potentially been caught up in 
what a Booker prize-winning novelist 
has called “the biggest act of copy- 
right theft in history”. 

The works have allegedly been 
pirated by the US-based Books3 data- 
set and used to train generative Al for 
firms such as Meta and Bloomberg. 

Richard Flanagan found 10 of his 
works, including his 2013 novel, The 
Narrow Road to the Deep North, 
which won awards around the world, 
on the Books3 dataset. 

“T felt as if my soul had been strip 
mined and I was powerless to stop 
it,” he said. “This is the biggest act of 
copyright theft in history” 

The Australian Publishers Asso- 
ciation (APA) said as many as 18,000 
fiction and nonfiction titles with Aus- 
tralian ISBNs appeared to be affected, 
although it is not clear what propor- 
tion of these were Australian editions 
of books written elsewhere. 

An APA spokesperson, Stuart 
Glover, said: “This is a massive legal 
and ethical challenge for the publish- 
ing industry and for authors globally.” 

A search tool published this 
week by the US media platform The 
Atlantic revealed the works of Peter 
Carey, Helen Garner and Kate Gren- 
ville, Flanagan and dozens of other 
high-profile Australian authors were 
included inthe allegedly pirated data- 
set containing more than 180,000 
titles. 

The Australian Society of Authors 
said it was “horrified” that the works 
of Australian writers were being used 
to train AI without permission from 
the authors. 

Litigationin the US against OpenAl, 
the creator of ChatGPT, over the use 
of allegedly pirated book datasets, 
Books1 and Books2 -which do not 
appear to be affiliated with Books3 
- has already begun. 

The Guardian sought comment 
from OpenAI, which has yet to 
respond to the guild’s complaint, 
and Meta. Bloomberg declined to 
respond. The APA said the global 
nature of the issue would present sig- 
nificant challenges in enforcement 
and prosecution, and joined the calls 
for AI technologies to be regulated. 


A Richard Flanagan, who found 10 
of his books on the US-based dataset 
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‘They just want to show off’ 


Saint-Tropez longs for the era of 


Bardot amid billionare takeover 


Rupert Neate 
Saint-Tropez 


t’s probably the world’s 

only fishing village where 

it’s easier to buy a €25,000 

“mini” Celine handbag, a 

€4,000 Christian Dior trench 

coat or a €2,000 Rimowa 
suitcase than it is to pick uparod 
and tackle. 

Ever since Brigitte Bardot started 
cavorting on its beaches in the 
1950s, Saint-Tropez has been better 
known asa place to catch a glimpse 
of a celebrity than a fresh sea bass. 
But now longsuffering local people 
say the annual influx of the global 
super-rich is becoming too much. 

“Independent restaurants, 
hotels and cafes are all being 
bought by luxury groups,” says 
Vérane Guérin, a municipal 
councillor. “It’s becoming not 
Saint-Tropez, but LVMH Ville.” 

LVMH, the luxury goods 
company founded and run by 
Europe’s richest person, Bernard 
Arnault, owns the town’s Celine, 
Dior and Rimowa stores as well 
outlets for several of its other 
brands, including Fendi and Loewe. 

The conglomerate also owns two 
of the town’s fanciest hotels: the 
Cheval Blanc and the White 1921. 

There are LVMH restaurants 
serving its Moét & Chandon 
champagne, a Dior cafe, and even 
“LV by the Pool” - a beach club with 
branded sunloungers and parasols. 

Guérin, who unsuccessfully 
stood as an independent at Saint- 
Tropez’s last mayoral election, 
said that if she had won she would 
have done more to prevent the 
super-rich “takeover”. “The feel 
of Saint-Tropez is changing so 
rapidly; no more is it for artists and 
artisans,” she says. 

The number of super-rich people 
- including Arnault, the world’s 
second-wealthiest person after 
Elon Musk - descending on the 
Cote d‘Azur resort has sent property 
prices soaring, forcing many local 
people to move away permanently. 

“People who have been here for 
generations are having to move 
miles inland, and drive back to 
work. The houses, the flats, the 
apartments - it has all been taken,” 
says Guérin. “These are people who 
lived here all year round, while the 
rich people only come for weeks in 
the summer. In the winter there are 
so few people that it is hard for the 
grocery shops to keep going.” 

Arecent surge in big names 
with big money buying homes or 
holidaying with wealthy friends - 
Drake, Uma Thurman, Diplo and 
Zac Efron were all spotted partying 
there this summer - has led to such 
arapid demographic change in the 
town of just over 4,000 people that 


academics say “before long there 
will be nothing but billionaires”. 
“There have always been rich 
people here,” says Géraldine, who 
works in a Saint-Tropez public 
library, tucked away near the Dior 
cafe that charges €12 (£10.30) for 
an ice tea and the White 1921 hotel, 
where rooms start at €600 a night. 
“But now there are so many of 
them, and everything is so ‘lux’ it 
makes you want to throw up. 
“Brigitte Bardot and the other 
film stars that followed her were 
still part of the community, and 
they would play pétanque on Place 
des Lices [the central square],” 
Géraldine says. “But now, the 
billionaires, they don’t interact 


A The luxury brand LVMH has bought shops, restaurants and hotels in the town PHOTOGRAPH: DRAGOS COSMIN PHOTOS/GETTY 


with us, they just want to show off 
to their friends and stay in their 
bunkers on ‘Les Parcs’ or on their 
superyachts.” 

Les Parcs de Saint Tropezisa 
gated community overlooking 
the old town from the east and 
offers picture perfect sunsets. 
Homeowners including Arnault, as 
well as another billionaire, Vincent 
Bolloré, who owns a third of the 
media group Vivendi among a vast 
portfolio of assets, Francgois-Henri 
Pinault, the founder of Kering, the 
luxury company that owns Gucci, 
Balenciaga and Bottega Veneta, 
Francis Holder, who owns most 
of the macaron brand Ladurée as 
well as the Paul bakery chain, and 


< Brigitte Bardot 
in Saint-Tropez. 
The actor helped 
to put the town 

» onthemapin 
the 1950s as a 
place for the rich 
and famous to 
goon holiday 


PHOTOGRAPH: JAMES 
ANDANSON/GETTY 


A Saint-Tropez port, where wealthy 
visitors moor their superyachts 


LVMH owner 
Arnault under 
investigation 
over deals 
with oligarch 


the late Mohamed Al Fayed. When 
a Guardian reporter attempted to 
cycle up Chemin de la Fontaine- 
du-Pin, they were met by three 
security guards about 50 metres 
before the gatehouse that bars the 
way to the community. The almost 
100 security cameras that monitor 
the estate had apparently alerted 
them to a “suspicious presence”. 

Property prices there are some of 
the highest in the world, according 
to the estate agents Knight Frank 
and Sotheby’s. While the estate has 
always been expensive, the average 
price of its almost 200 homes has 
risen from about €5m a decade ago 
to more than €13m today, though 
they rarely change hands. 

“The prices are frankly 
ridiculous,” says Guérin. “They’re 
now so high that even people we 
would have previously considered 
to be rich can’t buy in the best 
locations. The world’s 0.1% have 
bought everything.” 

Henley & Partners, a London- 
based firm that advises the super- 
rich on buying residence and 
citizenship abroad while spending 
large chunks of their lives in the 
UK, Europe and America, recently 
singled out Saint-Tropez as a world 
hotspot for the super-rich to buy 
property but not live. 

Some of the restaurants in 
Saint-Tropez have been accused of 
reserving space only for those they 
expect - from a database of past 
visits - to be big spenders and big 
tippers. A hospitality worker told 
the Nice-Matin newspaper: “It’s 
basically: are you likely to splash 
the cash, or are you small fry?” 


Jasper Jolly 


The Paris public prosecutot’s office 
is investigating financial transac- 
tions allegedly involving the French 
billionaire Bernard Arnault and a 
Russian businessman. 

The prosecutors are investigat- 
ing transactions involving Arnault 
- whose ownership of the luxury 
goods group LVMH has made him the 
world’s second richest person after 
Elon Musk - and Nikolai Sarkisov, 
Reuters reported, citing a statement 
from the Paris prosecutor’s office. 
Sarkisov’s brother, Sergei, founded 
the Russian insurance company 
Reso-Garantia. 

The French newspaper Le Monde 
first reported the existence of the 
investigation, revealing transactions 
involving property at the Courch- 
evel ski resort. It cited a December 
2022 document from Tracfin, part 
of France’s justice system focused 
on combating money laundering, 
which reportedly lists transactions 
“which may characterise money 
laundering”. 

Aspokesperson for Reso-Garantia 
said “neither Reso-Garantia, nor 
Mr Sarkisov personally, has been 
involved in the transaction that was 
described in the Le Monde article. Mr 
Sarkisov and Mr Arnault have never 
met.” The spokesperson said Sark- 
isovand Reso-Garantia had received 
nocontact or requests for documents 
fromthe French authorities, or those 
of other countries. 

Arnault’s fortune is estimated to 
be worth $164bn (£134bn), accord- 
ing to Bloomberg, and it at one point 
it made him the world’s richest man 
on paper. 

Le Monde reported on Thursday 
that Sarkisov had acquired property 
ataluxury Alpine resort viaa transac- 
tion in which Arnault, through one of 
his companies, had provided a loan. 

The spokesperson for Reso-Garan- 
tia said: “All transactions were carried 
out by French companies, through 
French notaries by French lawyers on 
all sides. This was a usual real estate 
deal.” 

LVMH declined to comment. 

Le Monde cited a person close to 
Arnault as saying that the transaction 
had been carried outin full respect of 
French law. 


A Bernard Arnault’s brands include 
Louis Vuitton and Moét Hennessy 
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New York City hit by extreme 
flash floods after intense rain 


Gloria Oladipo 
New York 


Parts of New York were swamped 
by dangerous flash floods yesterday 
as intense rainfall continued across 
the city anda state of emergency was 
declared, with warnings from offi- 
cials of possible fatalities. 

About 8.5 million people were 
under flash flood warnings in the 
New York City area, according to the 
National Weather Service (NWS), as 
overwhelmed sewers failed to let rain 
water from the sustained downpours 
drain away. Parts of New Jersey were 
under similar warnings. 

The New York boroughs of the 
Bronx, Brooklyn and Queens were 
especially badly hit with streets 
flooded, cars abandoned, buildings 
inundated with water and much of 
the city’s public transport network 
grinding to a halt. Officials warned 
residents to exercise extreme cau- 
tion and stay inside. 

Up to five inches of rain fell in New 
York yesterday, the NWS reported, 


A Rescue teams comb the streets 


with more expected. People were 
urged to move to higher ground and 
not to wait for waters to rise if their 
homes began to flood. Videos on 
social media showed cars struggling 
to drive through flooded streets in 
south Brooklyn. 

Authorities said several schools 
were flooded, thoughno children had 
been injured because ofthe extreme 
weather. 

“Children are either being shel- 
tered in place, moved to higher floors 
or, in some cases, parents have been 
asked to pick up their children,” the 
New York governor, Kathy Hochul, 
told NBC yesterday. 


Besar. Ot. o 
A Flooding in a northern suburb 


Residents struggled to cope. Pris- 
cilla Fontallio said she had been 
stranded in her car for three hours 
as of 11am despite not being on part of 
the highway that was flooded. “Never 
seen anything like this in my life,” she 
told the Associated Press. 


‘Children are being 
sheltered in place or 
moved to higher floors’ 


Kathy Hochul 
New York governor 


Onastreetin South Williamsburg, 
Brooklyn, workers waded through 
water as they tried to unclog astorm 
drain while cardboard and other 
debris floated by. The city said that it 
checked and cleared key drains, espe- 
cially near subway stations, ahead of 
the storm. 

But that was little comfort to 
Osman Gutierrez, who was trying to 
pry soaked bags of trash and scraps of 
food froma drain near the synagogue 
where he works. “The city has to do 
more to clean the streets,” he said to 
the AP. “It’s filthy.” 

Flooding has also affected service 
at New York’s major airports. LaGuar- 
dia international airport, based in 
Queens, suspended access to one of 
its terminals amid extreme weather. 

The John F Kennedy airport, also 
in Queens, reported heavy traffic at 
two of its terminals. The airport had 
been hit with at least threeinches of 
rain since midday local time. 

At both airports, a number of 
flights have been cancelled or delayed 
because of the extreme weather. 

Other north-eastern cities could 
see similar rainfall, CNN reported. 
Philadelphia and Boston could each 
see up to twoinches of rain. 

Two years ago, the remnants of 
Hurricane Ida dropped record-break- 
ing rain on the north-east and killed 
at least 13 people in New York, most 
of whom were in flooded basement 
apartments. 
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LIBYA FLOODS 
EMERGENCY 


Will you help families whose homes 
were swept away in the devastating 


floods? 


The flooding caused by Storm Daniel has left 
families in desperate need of emergency aid 
and shelter. Up to 20,000 people are feared 
dead and many more are injured or missing. 
In Derna, the worst affected town, entire 
neighbourhoods have disappeared, homes 
and roads have been washed away, while 
hospitals and other critical infrastructure 


have been severely damaged. 
Rana Ksaifi, Head of the 


UNHCR Protection Team in Libya 


reports: 


UNHCR’s Response 


Benghazi. 


Please will you give £96 to help 
provide an Emergency Survival Kit for 


UNHCR, the UN Refugee Agency, already 
had a significant presence in the country, 
so when the storm hit, teams on the 
ground were able to act quickly, trucking 
humanitarian aid to Derna and nearby 


Right now, UNHCR is working with partners 
to rapidly scale up its emergency operations 
in Libya and urgently needs your help. 


Card no. 


I would like to give: 


To give £96 now, visit 
unrefugees.org.uk/libya-guardian 


£96 £192 


L I would like to make a donation by debit/credit card 


Other £ 


Call 0800 029 3883, or fill in and return the form below 


| enclose a cheque made payable to UK for UNHCR OR 


Expi 


ry date 


Signature 


Date 


Title 


First name 


Last name 


L] Tick here, if you don’t want to receive an acknowledgement by post 


Address 


“Tm here on the ground in Derna with my 


colleagues... the situation is horrific. | cannot 
explain what I saw on the way coming to 
Derna. | saw roads split in half. | saw massive 
rocks that have been moved over from 
neighbouring mountains to the coastal areas. 


Homes have been demolished, damaged, 


submerged underwater. Families have lost 
avery big number of their loved ones. Many 
are still missing... the situation is far from 
being stable at the moment. UNHCR has 
already provided core-relief items as a first 
and immediate response, and we're working 
with our local partners to provide a lot more 
to try to mitigate the impact... But the needs 
are huge and a lot more support is needed 


and urgent.” 


£96 


lost everything. 


£96 could help provide an Emergency Survival Kit, 
containing blankets, tarpaulin for shelter, solar lamps, 
jerry cans and a cooking set. 


a desperate family, containing blankets, 
tarpaulin for shelter, solar lamps, jerry 
cans and a cooking set? 


UNHCR is also prioritising shelter for children 
separated from their families and other 
vulnerable people, and providing medical 
supplies and equipment to health facilities. 


Your support is urgently needed 


The humanitarian needs are huge, with 
displaced people urgently needing shelter 
and material assistance. With your support, 
however, UNHCR has the reach, partners 
and logistical capabilities to get aid to the 
most vulnerable families. 


Please give £96 today and help rush 
lifesaving aid to families who have 


Postcode 


Email 


Provide your details below to receive updates by email and/or phone on the impact of your 
support and how you can donate and help in other ways. 


Phone 


ee 


Please return this form along with your cheque to: 
Freepost UK FOR UNHCR (you don’t need a stamp) 


Increase your donation by 25p for every £1 you donate 


| would like UK for UNHCR to claim Gift Aid on this donation (currently 25p for 
each £1 donated), as well as any donations | make in t 
the past four years to UK for UNHCR, until | notify you 
understand that if | pay less Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax than the amount of Gift Aid claimed 
on all my donations in that tax year it is my responsibi 
tax and VAT do not qualify. If your circumstances change or you have any questions, please contact our 
Supporter Care Team on 0800 029 3883 or email supportercare@unrefugees.org.uk 

The Gift Aid claimed will be used to fund the whole o 


now to give online. 


In the event that UNHCR's response to the Libya floods emergency 
becomes fully funded, your contribution will go to providing life-saving 


assistance to people forced to flee by emergencies worldwide. 


United Kingdom for UNHCR is a registered charity in England and Wales (1183415). 


MA 


—_— 


he future and have made in 
otherwise. | confirm | am a UK taxpayer and | 


UK for UNHCR’s work. 


Respecting your personal data: We will use your details to process your 
donation and to keep you up to date with our wor 
can read more about how we use your data in our Privacy Policy unrefugees.org.uk/privacy- 
policy. You can opt out of any communications at any time by contacting our Supporter Care 
Team using the details above. 


[E] = [E] Today, you could Feith 
Er F help save a life. Scan (FR) REGULATOR 


giftad it 


ity to pay any difference. | understand that council 


, fundraising activities and other events. You 


UNHCR 


The UN Refugee Agency 


United Kingdom for UNHCR 
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V Motorists navigate a flooded street 
in Manhattan near the Williamsburg 
Bridge after intense rain hit the city 
PHOTOGRAPH: ANDREW KELLY/REUTERS 
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‘Trailblazing’ 
US senator 
Feinstein 
dies aged 90 


Martin Pengelly 
David Smith Washington 


Dianne Feinstein, the oldest serving 
member of the US Senate, who blazed 
a trail for women in American poli- 
tics, has died aged 90. 

Feinstein’s death at homein Wash- 
ington DC on Thursday night brought 
down the curtain on a career that 
included gun control advocacy - she 
spearheaded the first federal assault 
weapons ban - and documenting the 
CIA’s torture of terrorism suspects. 

Joe Biden led tributes, calling Fein- 
stein a “pioneering American” and 
“true trailblazer”. The president said 
in a statement: “Dianne was tough, 
sharp, always prepared, and never 
pulled a punch, but she was alsoa 
kind and loyal friend, and that’s what 
Jill and I will miss the most.” 

For Democrats, news of the death 
of the first woman to represent Cali- 
fornia in the US Senate, who was also 
the longest-serving female senator 


in US history, has significant politi- 
cal implications. 

Faced with growing questions 
about her age and fitness, Feinstein 
was due to retire at the end of her 
term. The racetosucceedherinasafe 
Democratic seat has attracted high- 
profile candidates, with Adam Schiff, 
a former House intelligence chair, 
squaring off against fellow mem- 
bers of Congress Katie Porter and 
Barbara Lee. The Democratic gover- 
nor of California, Gavin Newsom, has 
promised to installa black womanin 
any vacant seat. 

Before entering national politics, 
Feinstein was the first woman to 
become the mayor of San Francisco. 
Sheran for the position twice before, 
in 1978, the assassinations of Mayor 
George Moscone and Harvey Milk, 
like Feinstein a member of the board 


of supervisors, saw her step into the 
top job. 

Leaving office in 1988, Feinstein 
ran unsuccessfully for governor in 
1990 before winning her Senate seat 
in 1992. She did so alongside Bar- 
bara Boxer, making California the 
first state to send two women to 
the Senate. Feinstein became the 
first woman to be a California sen- 
ator because she was sworn in first, 
to complete an unfinished term. She 
was also the first Jewish female to 
become a senator. 

Barack Obama described her as “a 
trusted partner” in the fight to guar- 
antee affordable healthcare and 
economic opportunity. “The best 
politicians get into public service 
because they care about this coun- 
try and the people they represent,” 
the former president said. 
yal < Dianne 

Feinstein after 
: she was made 
the mayor of 
San Francisco 
in 1978 


PHOTOGRAPH: NICK 
ALLEN/GETTY IMAGES 
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THIS NOTICE SUPERSEDES THE PREVIOUS NOTICE PUBLISHED IN THIS PAPER ON 20 SEPTEMBER 2023. 
PLEASE NOTE THE NEW DEADLINE OF 6 NOVEMBER FOR RELEVANT REPRESENTATIONS. 


NOTICE OF ACCEPTANCE OF AN APPLICATION 


FOR A DEVELOPMENT CONSENT ORDER BY THE PLANNING INSPECTORATE (ON BEHALF OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR ENERGY SECURITY AND NET ZERO) 
UNDER SECTION 56 OF THE PLANNING ACT 2008 


RAMPION 2 OFFSHORE WIND FARM DEVELOPMENT CONSENT ORDER 


REGULATION 9 OF THE INFRASTRUCTURE PLANNING (APPLICATIONS: PRESCRIBED FORMS AND PROCEDURE) REGULATIONS 2009 (AS AMENDED) 
REGULATION 16 OF THE INFRASTRUCTURE PLANNING (ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT) REGULATIONS 2017 (AS AMENDED) 


Notice is hereby given that the Secretary of State for Energy Security and Net Zero (‘the Secretary of State”) has accepted an application by Rampion Extension Development Limited of 
Windmill Hill Business Park, Whitehill Way, Swindon, Wiltshire, England, SN5 6PB (‘the Applicant”) for a Development Consent Order ("DCO") under the Planning Act 2008. The Application 
(Reference No. ENO10117) was submitted by the Applicant to the Secretary of State c/o the Planning Inspectorate under section 37 of the Planning Act 2008 on 10 August 2023 and was 
accepted on 7th September 2023 (‘the Application"). 


Summary of the Project 


The Applicant is seeking development consent for an offshore generating station adjacent to and forming an extension to the existing Rampion Offshore Wind Farm, at the location 
approximately 13km south of the Sussex coast located to the west and south of the existing Rampion Offshore Windfarm, and all infrastructure required to transmit the power generated to 
the Bolney National Grid substation, which will require to be extended (the Proposed Development"). The offshore generating station is located in an area approximately 196kmz2. The onshore 
cable corridor is approximately 38.8km long from the landfall at Climping, West Sussex to anew substation at Oakendene, 2km east of Cowfold, West Sussex and then to the existing Bolney 
National Grid Substation, at Twineham, Mid Sussex. The onshore elements of the Proposed Development fall within the administrative boundaries of the following host authorities: 

° Arun District Council; 

Horsham District Council; 

Mid Sussex District Council (MSDC); 

South Downs National Park Authority (SDNPA); and 

West Sussex County Council (WSCC). 


Insummary the Proposed Developmentincludes: 


o an offshore generating station with an electrical export capacity of in excess of 100MW comprising up to 90 wind turbines and array cables, in an area approximately 196km2, located 
approximately 13km south of the Sussex coast located to the west and south of the existing Rampion Offshore Windfarm 

e up to three offshore substations 

e cables between the wind turbine generators (“WTG"), between the WTGs and the offshore substations, and between the offshore substations themselves and the landfall location at 
Climping, West Sussex 

e an underground cable connection between the landfall, and a satellite substation known as Oakendene, and then onwards to connect into the existing National Grid substation at 


Bolney, together with an extension to that existing substation. 


The Proposed Development comprises a Nationally Significant Infrastructure Project ("NSIP") pursuant to sections 14(1)(a) and 15(3) of the 2008 Act as an offshore generating station having a 
apacity of more than 1OOMW. Pursuant to section 31 of the 2008 Act a DCO is required to authorise an NSIP, 


The Proposed Development also includes associated development linked to the NSIP which can be authorised by aDCO pursuant to section 115 of the 2008 Act. 

The Development Consent Order would authorise the compulsory acquisition of land, interests inland and rights over land, and the powers to use land permanently and temporarily. 
nvironmental Impact Assessment Development: 

The Project constitutes environmentalimpact assessment development for the purposes of the Infrastructure Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 2017 and accordingly 
an Environmental Statement accompanies the Application. 

Application form and accompanying documents: 

The Application form and the accompanying documents, plans, maps and Environmental 

Statement (ES) and Non-Technical Summary (NTS) can be viewed and downloaded free of charge online on the Rampion 2 Offshore Wind Farm project page of the Planning Inspectorate’s 
National Infrastructure Planning website under the documents tab: 
https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/projects/south-east/rampion-2-offshore-wind-farm/?ipcsection=docs 


The documents will be available on the Planning Inspectorate’s National Infrastructure Planning website throughout the examination period. The link to the Application documents listed on the 
PINS website can also be found on the Applicant's website at https://rampion2.com/. 
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Copies of the Application documents may also be purchased from the Applicant's Project Team using the contact details at the end of this notice. Copies of the suite of application documents 
can be obtained for a charge of £3,500 (plus postage) for hard copies. On request, a USB containing these documents will be provided for a charge of £8.95. Copies of individual documents are 
also available on request anda charge may apply. 


For enquiries in relation to the Application form and its accompanying documents, plans and maps, the Applicant's Project Team can be contacted via email: rampion2@rwe.com or telephone: 
0800 2800 886. 


Electronic copies of the materials may also be inspected on computers accessible to the public at the following libraries from Wednesday 20th September to Monday 6th November 2023. 
Please contact these locations to confirm opening times and availability of the documents: 


Jubilee Library, 01273290800 | Jubilee Street, Brighton, BN11GE Sandown Library 01983402748 | 119 High St, Sandown, PO36 8AF 
Brighton 


Findon Valley Library | 01903872213 | Lime Tree Avenue, Findon Valley, Worthing, Worthing Library 01903704809 | RichmondRoad, Worthing, BN111PW 
BN14 ODH 


Representations: 

Any representations (giving notice of any interest in, or objection to, the Application) must be made on the Planning Inspectorate's Registration and Relevant Representation Form. The 
Registration and Relevant Representation Form will be made available online by the Planning Inspectorate once the registration/representation period has opened on the Rampion 2 
Offshore Wind Farm project page on the National Infrastructure Planning website: https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/projects/south-east/rampion-2-offshore-wind- 
farm/?ipcsection=overview 


If you would like to request a hard copy of the Planning Inspectorate’s Registration and Relevant Representation Form, please telephone 0303 444 5000. Completed forms should be sent to 
The Planning Inspectorate, National Infrastructure Directorate, Temple Quay House, Temple Quay, Bristol BS1 6PN. The Planning Inspectorate reference for the Application (EN010117) should 
be quotedin any correspondence. 


The Planning Inspectorate’s Advice Notice 8.2: How to register to participate in an Examination, provides further guidance on how to register and make a relevant representation (December 
2016) and can be accessed via the following link: https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/legislation-and-advice/advice-notes/advice-note-8-2-how-to-register-to- 
participate-in-an-examination/ 


The period for submitting relevant representations will commence on Wednesday 20th September 2023 and will end at 11.59pm on Monday 6th November 2023. 


In submitting a representation, it should be noted that personal data and correspondence relating to any representation will be made publicly available. If you do not wish personal data to be 
made publicly available, you should state why when submitting the representation. The Planning Inspectorate will publish the representations with your name removed, however, may give 
them less weight during the Examination as a result. 
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Business 


Jillian Ambrose 
Energy correspondent 


Household energy bills could climb 
to an average of almost £1,900 a year 
under the UK government’s energy 
price cap, according to a forecaster. 

The energy price cap is expected 
to climb from the £1,834-a-year level 
foratypical home, totake effect from 
tomorrow, to £1,898 when the cap is 
next updated for the months from 
January to March, say analysts at 
Cornwall Insight, adding to the bur- 
den of the cost of living crisis. 

The energy price cap sets the max- 
imum price that suppliers can charge 
based onthe average gas and electric- 
ity bill, meaning a cold winter could 
push bills higher ifhouseholds need 
to keep the heating on for longer. The 
cap remains more than 50% higher 
than pre-pandemic levels. 

Theanalysts blamed anincrease in 
global gas market prices for the likely 
rise in gas and electricity bills over 
late winter. The benchmark price for 
European wholesale gas surged to 
€43 (£37) amegawatt hour in August 
because of concerns that strike action 
ata large Australian gas project could 
tighten global supplies. 

Europe relies far more heavily on 
international gas markets since cut- 
ting ties with Russia after its invasion 
of Ukraine. 

Craig Lowrey of Cornwall Insight 
said: “The energy price cap has stead- 
ily declined over the past year, and 
while it is disappointing to see this 
trend stall, given the movements in 
the wholesale market of late, itis not 
wholly unexpected. 

“While the rise is small, it shows 
we cannot just assume prices will 
continue their fall and eventually 
reach pre-pandemic levels.” 


The £1,834-a-year cap covering 
October to December is based on 
new Ofgem calculations that assume 
households now use 7% less electric- 
ity and 4% less gas, having cut back 
consumption as a result of the cost 
of living crisis. 

Whenit was announced last month 
the regulator gave a headline figure 
of £1,923 a year, using the old meth- 
odology to help comparisons with 
previous quarters. In future only the 
new system will be used. 

The latest energy bill forecast 
follows a call from more than 140 
organisations and individuals, 


“le 


Energy price cap ‘could hit 
nearly £1,900 this winter’ 


including the consumer champion 
Martin Lewis, to help Britain’s least 
well-off households witha social tar- 
iff for their gas and electricity. 

In their letter, seen by the Guard- 
ian, they demand help for households 
facing “impossibly high energy bills”, 
which experts warn will continue for 
the rest of the decade. 

Lowrey said that although the 
government’s “toolbox” of policies, 
including targeted support such as 
social tariffs, could help ease the 
burden on vulnerable households, 
they would not be able to “overcome 
the effects ofa volatile international 
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energy market on bills”. He said: 
“It is only by continuing our transi- 
tion away from fossil fuels, towards 
secure and sustainable domestic 
energy sources, that we can reduce 
our exposure to such international 
drivers and, in turn, stabilise our 
energy prices? 

The forecast increase in effect 
wipes out the modest drop for the 
energy price cap due to come in 
from tomorrow, but fuel poverty 
campaigners warned that even the 
small decrease was unlikely to ease 
the financial burden for the most vul- 
nerable households. 

“Tt’s hugely worrying that the pain 
of higher energy prices is set to wreak 
havoc on vulnerable households 
again this winter,” said Peter Smith, 
the director of policy at National 
Energy Action. “Too many house- 
holds are already drowning in energy 
debt and won’t be able to cope with 
even higher, unaffordable bills, again 
this winter.” 
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Q&A Will my gas and electricity bills fall? 


How is the cap changing? 
Tomorrow, the price cap, set by 
Ofgem for households in England, 
Wales and Scotland, is being 
reduced to £1,834 a year fora 
typical annual dual-fuel energy bill 
from its previous figure of £2,074. 
However, a large part of that 
reduction is down to a change 
in how the regulator calculates 
how much gas and electricity the 
average household consumes in a 
year. Using the old methodology, 
the cap will only fall by 7%, or £151, 
to the equivalent of £1,923 a year. 
For customers who have prepay 
meters, or pay by cash or cheque, 
that figure is slightly higher, at 
£1,949 and £2,052 respectively. 


: So will I pay no more than £1,834 

: this year? 

: Not necessarily. That is just how 

: mucha “typical” household would 
: pay for its energy if the new rate 

: applied for a full year. The cap 

: dictates the maximum a supplier 

: can charge per unit of energy 

: as well as the maximum daily 

: standing charge. Your bill could be 
: higher or lower because it is based 
: on your actual usage rather than 

: average consumption. 


: How does the cap work? 

: When it was created in 2019, the 

: cap set out to help customers on 

: their supplier’s standard variable or 
: “default” tariff, ensuring they were : 


: not ripped off as a result of sticking 
: with the same supplier year after 

: year. About 29 million households 

: sit on a default tariff whose level 

: is dictated by the cap. Suppliers 

: are restricted in how much they 

: can charge for each kilowatt hour 

: (kWh) of electricity and gas (the 

: units your bill is calculated from), 

: and also standing charges. 


In the current period up to close 


: of play today, a customer paying 

: by direct debit or via a prepayment 
: meter is charged a maximum of 

: 30p a kilowatt hour (rounded to the 
: Nearest penny) and 8p a kWh for 

: gas. From tomorrow those will fall 

: to 27p and 7p respectively. 


Meanwhile, average daily 


: standing charges, now at 52.97p for 
: electricity and 29.11p for gas, will 

: nudge up to 53.37p and 29.62p, ora 
: total of 83p from October. 


: What help is available? 

: Less than before. The £400 energy 
: support given to all households is 

: not being repeated this year, with 

: the government instead making 

: cost of living payments to about 

: 8 million vulnerable households. 


This includes a £900 payment 


: for those on means-tested benefits, 
: £300 for pensioners and £150 for 

: disabled people. Under Ofgem 

: rules, suppliers must work with 

: you to agree on a payment plan 

: you can afford. Zoe Wood 


UK mortgage 
approvals hit 
low after rate 
increases 


Phillip Inman 


UK mortgage approvals fell in August 
to their lowest level in six months as 
highinterest rates cooled the housing 
market. 

The Bank of England said net mort- 
gage approvals for house purchases 
fell from 49,500 in July to 45,400 in 
August and were down by a third 
from the same month last year. 

It was the lowest number of home 
loans approved by lenders since 
February this year, and the latest 
sign that the 14 increases in UK inter- 
est rates since December 2021 have 
undermined demand for homes. 

Separate figures from HMRC 
showed the number of house sales 
fell year-on-year in August. An esti- 
mated 87,010 home sales took place 
across the UK last month, which was 
16% lower than in August 2022. 

The figure was 1% higher than the 
previous month, indicating that cash 
buyers are preventing a significant 
collapse in the market. 

The estate agent Knight Frank said 
the ailing property market would suf- 
fer a steeper fall in prices this year 
than it previously forecast, despite 
cash buyers propping up the number 
of transactions. It expects UK house 
prices to fall by 7% in 2023, compared 
with the 5% fallit had been predicting 
previously. It expects prices to fall by 
a further 4% in 2024. 

“The cost of borrowing has risen 
after an exceptional period that fol- 
lowed the global financial crisis, 
when rates hovered close to zero for 
more than a decade,” Knight Frank 
said. It added: “Anyone buying, 
selling or remortgaginga property in 
the past 18 months has faced market 
volatility caused by the mini-budget 
and inconsistent inflation data.” 

Martin Beck, the chief economic 
adviser to the EY Item Club forecast- 
ing group, said the Bank of England 
data showed the housing market 
remained “in the doldrums”. 

Hesaid the likelihood was for weak 
sales to persist next year even if the 
Bank began to cut interest rates. 
“With sentiment around the housing 
market poor, we doubt a fallin mort- 
gage rates will be enough to trigger 
much ofa revival in activity,” he said. 

Net approvals for remortgaging 
showed “a significant decline” from 
39,300in July to 25,000 in August, the 
lowest since July 2012, the Bank said. 

Areport earlier this week showed 
the number of first-time buyers in the 
UK had fallen by more than a fifth as 
the jump in mortgage costs made it 
too expensive for some people to get 
on to the housing ladder. 
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Economy's recovery from 
Covid was better than first 
thought, ONS figures show 


Economics correspondent 


The UK economy made a faster recov- 
ery from the Covid pandemic than 
previously estimated, revisions 
to official figures have suggested, 
revealing a stronger performance 
than Germany and France. 

In a boost for Rishi Sunak before 
the Conservative party conference 
in Manchester begins tomorrow, 
revised figures from the Office for 
National Statistics (ONS) showed that 
GDP was 1.8% above pre-pandemic 
levels at the end of the second quar- 
ter this year. 

In August, the ONS had estimated 
the economy was still 0.2% below 
the level at the end of 2019 before the 
pandemic triggered one of the deep- 
est recessions on record. 

The changes mean the UK econ- 
omy isnolonger the worst performer 
in the G7. The chancellor, Jeremy 
Hunt, said: “We knowthat the British 
economy recovered faster from the 


Fallin GDP forecast by Capital 
Economics as a result of home 
owners facing high mortgage costs 


pandemic than anyone previously 
thought, and data out today once 
again proves the doubters wrong.” 
The ONS said growth in the first 
quarter of 2023 was revised up to 
0.3% from an earlier estimate of 
0.1%, while its estimate for growth 
in the second quarter was unchanged 
at 0.2%. Growth was also faster than 
expected last year. GDP is now esti- 
mated to have increased by 4.3% in 


2022, revised up from 4.1%. Momen- 
tum is, however, beginning to stall 
as the UK economy grapples with 
higher interest rates from the Bank 
of England and stubbornly high infla- 
tion weighing on businesses and 
households amid growing fears of 
arecession. 

Sandra Horsfield, of the invest- 
ment bank Investec, said: “We see 
little in today’s numbers to derail our 
expectation of a more challenging 
growth picture ahead: we continue 
to forecast that the UK economy will 
enter a recession over the winter 
months.” 

Ruth Gregory, the deputy chief 
UK economist at Capital Econom- 
ics, said: “We still think that higher 
interest rates will trigger a mild reces- 
sion involving a 0.5% fallin GDP in 
the coming quarters.” 

Business surveys show private sec- 
tor activity collapsed in September 
at the fastest rate outside the Covid 
pandemic since the financial crisis. 

Millions of households are braced 
for a jump in mortgage payments, 
inflation is at the highest level in the 
G7 and taxes have risen by the most 
in any parliament since the 1950s - 
hitting consumer spending power. 

Darren Jones, the shadow chief 
secretary to the Treasury, said: “Brit- 
ain’s economy remains trapped ina 
low-growth, high-tax cycle after 13 
years of economic mismanagement 
under the Conservatives.” 


Bills to rise as 
£12.9bn invested 
in network, says 
Severn Trent 


Severn Trentis to increase customers’ 
bills by almost 37% by the end of the 
decade and has raised £1bn in invest- 
ment - half from Qatar’s sovereign 
wealth fund - to pay fora multibillion 
plan to improve its water network 
over the next five years. 

The firm, which has 4.2 million 
customers, said the average annual 
household bill would rise from £379 
in 2024-25 to £518 in 2029-30. 

It predicted that by 2030 the cost of 


Severn Trent 
spokesperson 


abill would be 1.3% of the disposable 
income of atypical household in the 
Severn Trent region, compared with 
1.2% today, and attempted to soften 
the blow by announcing a £550m 
financial support package for strug- 
gling customers. 

The package would “help 693,000 
customers pay their bill each year by 
2030”, the company added. 

Severn Trent plans to invest 
£12.9bn on its network over the next 
five years, including £5bn on projects 
designed to tackle the water indus- 
try’s poor environmental record, 
which the company said would create 
7,000 jobs across the region. 

As part of the investment plan, 
Severn Trent is raising £1bn, with 
£500m from the Qatar Investment 
Authority (QIA), to “ensure we can 
deliver this scale investment pro- 
gramme responsibly”. 

“Weare consistently named in the 
top category for financial resilience 
by [the water regulator] Ofwat,’ the 
company said. “And this remains a 
clear priority for us.” 

The QIA is atop-five shareholder in 
Severn Trent, holding a 4.9% stake. 
The water company’s biggest share- 
holders are BlackRock (13%) and 
Lazard (7.45%). 

Ofwat has ordered water firms in 
England and Wales to return £114m 
to customers through lower bills next 
year because progress on leaks and 
sewage spills had been “too slow”. 
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from one of Britain's best crime writers, Peter James. A heinous crime; 
race against time. When a farmer is found dead, lying in a pool of blood, 
Grace suspects something is amiss. This is no mere botched robbery; it's 
the tip of the iceberg of a nationwide crime epidemic. 


using code 60875242 


Il 


Subject to availability. 


Get the book for better than half price at £10 (RRP £22) 
in WHSmith stores using this voucher or online 


half price 


Terms and Conditions: This voucher entitles you to one copy of ‘Stop Them Dead’ by Peter James (9781529089967) for £10 at WHSmith. Full RRP 
£22. Voucher valid ONLINE at www.whsmith.co.uk and IN-STORE from Saturday 30th September. Voucher expires on Friday 13th October 2023. 
TO REDEEM ONLINE: add the product to your basket and apply the voucher code 60875242 in the promo code box. Cannot be used in conjunction 
with any other promotion codes. Offer excludes delivery costs. Full T&Cs available at www.whsmith.co.uk/terms. 

UK stores only. Offer excludes stores at airports, railway stations, motorway service stations, hospitals, garden centres and workplaces and Books 
by WHSmith at Selfridges, Harrods, Fenwicks and Arnotts, This voucher cannot be used in conjunction with any other promotional voucher or 
discount card. Only one voucher can be redeemed per transaction and it must be surrendered on use. No cash alternative. Photocopies will not 

be accepted and the voucher is not transferable. Vouchers that have been forged, defaced or otherwise tampered with will not be valid for use. 


Better than 


The 


WHSmith Guardian 


EST-1792 


Saturday 30 September 2023 The Guardian 


Business 


‘Costs are out of control’: small 
music venues plead for support 


Small local music venues say new 
bands will be left without a place to 
perform unless they get government 
help, with 127 grassroots sites closing 
orno longer offering music since last 
summer. 

The Music Venue Trust (MVT), 
which is backing a crowdfunded 
scheme to take at least nine venues 
into community ownership, says 
surging costs and punters reining 
in spending during the cost of living 
crisis have combined with pressure 
from property developers to force 
closures. 

About 16% of the UK’s small 
venues, which have launched the 
careers of bestselling artists such as 
Ed Sheeran and Adele, have closed 
or stopped putting on gigs so far this 
year. This has meant the loss of not 
only 4,000jobs, butalso thousands of 
chances for new acts to perform and 
more than £9m in income for musi- 
cians. Some venues have opened, 
leaving about 835 venues linked to 
the trust, or a net 12% drop this year. 

Mark Davyd, the chief executive 
of MVT, said: “We need spaces where 
creativity can thrive and I don’t think 
thatisan extraordinary idea. We need 
somewhere where acts can see if they 
have got what it takes to bean artist.” 

It is calling on the government to 
extend business rates relief for ven- 
ues. Currently they pay a quarter of 
business rates due on their proper- 
ties, a step up from the rates holiday 


at the height of the pandemic. From 
April there is no guarantee of help. 
“Bringing back fullrates would bean 
absolute disaster for the hospitality 
sector,” Davyd said. 

He added that last year grassroots 
music venues made an average profit 
of 0.2% of sales. A full return of busi- 
ness rates would add £15m to venues’ 
costs and “they just don’t have it”. 

Many venues struggled during the 
pandemicas restrictions meant they 
could not operate for months. How- 
ever, Davyd said the pace of closures 
had stepped up this year as surging 
energy and labour costs combined 
with the end of most pandemic-era 
government helpand deals with land- 
lords and banks on rent and loans. 

“Costs have escalated out of con- 
trol and the cost of living is having 
an impact,” Davyd said. “Clearly 
live music is still incredibly popular 
and this year is probably going to be 
the highest grossing year every for 


Mark Davyd 
Chief executive of MVT 


ticket sales but the costs of energy 
have gone wild and deals done with 
landlords and banks which got ven- 
ues through the pandemic are now 
coming home to roost. 

“Weare seeing rent increases well 
above 25% and have even seen some 
of more than 100%.” 

The Polar Bear in Hull was res- 
cued via crowdfunding in 2020 and 
puts on two or three nights of music 
a week, with bands yet to be signed 
toalabel. The pub has helped launch 


Paul 
McCartney at 
the Cheese and 
Grain, anot 
for profit social 
enterprise music 
venue in Frome, 
Somerset 
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Ashley Costello, of New Year’s 
Day, performs at the Fleece, an 
independent venue in Bristol 
PHOTOGRAPH: MARTHA FITZPATRICK/REDFERNS 


acts such as Bdrmm, who played fes- 
tivals including Latitude and End of 
the Road this year. It is one of nine 
venues hoping the MVT will be able 
tobuy its building to secure its future. 

Rose Barker, a director of the 
Polar Bear, said rising prices to buy 
inalcoholand higher utility bills had 
added as muchas £700 to the cost of 
putting on a live music night. “We 
have put our prices up but that then 
affects customers. With the cost of 
living crisis everyone is feeling it. 
Where they used to buy three or four 
drinks they now buy one or two and 
that has made it difficult for us. To 
put on the speakers or even the lights 
for live music takes a lot of energy for 
four or five hours.” 

Daniel Mawer at the venue said: 
“We know we are doing something 
good for the city, butitis getting that 
much trickier to pull off” 

Arron Whan, the general man- 
ager of The Bell pub in Bath, which 
puts on regular live music, said ithad 
been hit by rising costs, including a 
£17,000 demand for music royalties 
from throughout the pandemic and 
a 30% jump in energy bills. He says 
owning the building has helped it 
keep going. 

While landlords are keen to claim 
back rents lost out on during the 
pandemic, there is also anissue that 
once-forgotten pubs, warehouses 
and industrial buildings that cheaply 
housed venues are now sought after 
for redevelopment into flats and 
offices as part of the gentrification 
of towns and cities. 

MVT has a list of almost 20 more 
sites it would like to buy and is likely 
to raise more cash if the first few 
buyouts go well. “We need proof of 
concept first,” Davyd said. 

“The plan is to remove many of 
these venues from private owner- 
ship and put them into community 
ownership.” 


Wilko creditors 
including 
pension fund 
to receive less 
than 8% back 


The budget retailer Wilko owed 
£625m when it collapsed, including 
£548m to unsecured creditors who 
will receive less than 8% of what 
they are owed, documents revealed 
yesterday. 

The company’s pension fund 
was more than £50m in deficit and 
unlikely to receive more than £4m 
of that back from the breakup of the 
company, which called inthe admin- 
istrators PwC in August. 

PwC’s report says the last of Wilko’s 
near 400 stores will close on 8 Octo- 
ber with almost 12,500 jobs lost. 

Unsecured creditors, who also 
include suppliers and employees, 
will receive between 4% and 8% of 
that owed bythe group’s main Wilko 
Ltd entity, whose debts total more 
than £460m, and less than 1% of that 
owed by its sister group. 

Suppliers, including GlaxoSmith- 
Kline, Procter & Gamble and the 
logistics firm GXO, are owed more 
than £170m, while the tax authori- 
ties are owed more than £26m. 

Secured creditors - led by the 
restructuring specialist Hilco, which 
was owed nearly £40m, and Barclays 
bank, which was owed £2.4m, will 
be repaid in full. HMRC, which is 
described as a preferential creditor, 
is expected tobe repaid almostin full. 

The deficit for Wilko’s defined 
benefit scheme, which has 2,000 
members, has narrowed since 2019 
as the company putin more than £4m 
ayear tosupportit, and £8m last year. 

However, when a company fails, 
the calculation of the deficit rises 
on the basis of the costs of handing 
it over to an insurance fund as there 
will no longer be profits from a func- 
tioning company to provide support. 

On that basis, the fund was just 
over £70m in deficit, according to 
the administrators. However, it had 
security more than £20m of property 
owned by Wilko - reducing the money 
needed to plug the gap to £50m. 

The scheme is being assessed for 
entry to the industry-funded pen- 
sions lifeboat scheme, under which 
those of pensionable age and already 
collecting their pensions willreceive 
their full payout, but other savers’ 
pensions will be cut by 10%. 

However, the Pensions Regulator 
is now scrutinising the handling of 
the company’s finances in the run- 
up to its collapse. The regulator has 
the power to pursue owners to plug 
pension shortfalls iftheir actions are 
deemed to have put benefits at risk. 

Wilko’s family owners paid them- 
selves £9m in dividends since 2019, 
according to the administrators, as 
underlying profits halved from £33m 
to £16m and sales slid by more than 
15% to £1.31bn. 

The Wilkinson family was 
approached for comment. 
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Electric vehicles 


Insurance hikes 


may push EVs 


into the slow lane 


Drivers persuaded to ditch 
petrol and diesel to help save 
the planet are facing huge 
price rises in their premiums, 
reports Zoe Wood 


riving an electric car 

should be a win-win, 

saving money and 

the planet. So David* 

was shocked when 

the insurance on his 
Tesla Model Y came up for renewal, 
and Aviva refused to cover him 
again, while several other brands 
also turned him away. 

When he did secure a deal, the 
annual cost rocketed from £1,200 to 
more than £5,000. 

“Aviva was my insurer from July 
2022 to July 2023. When it came 
up for renewal, I received a letter 
stating it would not be covering 
the car any more,” David says. “I 
am a member ofa Tesla UK owners 
forum, and lots of other people 
seem to be having the same issue.” 

In the Facebook group, members 
share stories of horror renewal 
quotes. It tells of increases 
ranging from 60% (to £1,100), to 
astaggering 940% (from £447 to 
£4,661), according to ascreengrab 
shared by one driver. 

“IT spent weeks on every 
comparison site, as well as trying 
individual insurers and specialist 
brokers, but either they wouldn’t 
cover the car, or the quotes were for 
£5,000 or more,’ says David, whose 
only change in circumstance was 
three points on a licence. 

Privilege, Vitality, Axaand 
specialist broker Adrian Flux were 
among those “unable to insure him 
at this time” before he finally nailed 
down a policy. 

“The best quote I could get was 
from Direct Line at £4,500,” he says, 
adding that the total cost exceeded 
£5,000 once interest for paying 
monthly was included. 

But it is not only owners of Model 
Ys - witha starting price of about 
£45,000 it was the best-selling 
electric car in the UK last year - who 
are finding insurers wobbling about 
the cost of net zero. 

Alex Gerlis, who bought a Smart 
EQ Forfour last year, had insurance 
from John Lewis Finance but, 


before the mid-August renewal 
date, it advised him it was not 
insuring electric cars (see below). 

Arecent cost of living bulletin 
from the Office for National 
Statistics revealed that the price 
of car insurance - which for many 
Britons is one of their biggest 
household bills - is up by 52.9% in 
the last 12 months. 

However, this masks bigger 
increases for electric car owners, 
according to Confused.com. Its 
figures, derived from quotes, show 
that their premiums are 72% - or 
£402 - higher than this time last 
year, at atypical £959. Meanwhile, 
for petrol and diesel car drivers, the 
increase is 29%, or £192, taking the 
figure to £848. 

Louise Thomas, a motor expert 
at Confused.com, says: “Despite 
electric vehicles becoming more 
common, they are still the minority 
on UK roads, and insurers have less 
experience setting premiums.” 

With expensive features and 
upgrades now standard, the cost 
of repairs is higher, too, which is 
having a knock-on-effect, she adds. 

Analysts say claims costs are 25% 
higher for electric cars, and that 
they also take about 14% longer 
to repair than a diesel or petrol 
equivalent. 

Cost, and availability of parts, 
is also a factor, explains Paul 
Baxter, chief executive of new 
brand the Green Insurer. There is 
also concern around the batteries, 
and that damage, especially to the 
underside, can be expensive to fix. 

“There’s also an issue around 
technology and skills in the repair 
networks,” Baxter says. Indeed, 
the Institute of the Motor Industry 
has predicted a shortage of about 
16,000 electric vehicle-qualified 
mechanics come 2032. 


23% 


The increase in the claims cost for 
electric cars, which also take 14% 
longer to repair 


One quote to insure a Tesla car, 
which works out as a 940% hike 
from the previous price of £447 
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Case study 


‘Iunderstand premiums go up, buta blanket ‘no’ to EVs?’ 


When Alex Gerlis and his wife 
bought an electric car last year, 
they shopped around for insurance 
before opting for a policy from 
John Lewis. It wasn’t the cheapest 
on offer but they trusted the brand 
and felt it was “the right kind of 
company to go with to insure an 
electric car”. 

The policy was due for renewal 
in August but in July they received 
a letter saying that John Lewis 
would not be offering cover 
and that he would need to go 
elsewhere. 

There was no explanation as to 
why the Smart EQ Forfour vehicle 
no longer qualified for a policy 
- the letter simply said: “Having 
reviewed your current details, we 
won't be able to renew your car 
insurance policy arranged by John 
Lewis Financial and underwritten 
by Covéa Insurance plc.” 

Gerlis - a former BBC journalist 
who now writes bestselling 
espionage novels - telephoned and 
was told that John Lewis was no 
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longer insuring electric cars. He 
says the person on the phone said 
they could not understand why 
he was making a fuss about the 
change in policy. 

He complained, sending an 
email to the business head, Sharon 
White, and receiving an apologetic 
reply. He feels the move flies in 
the face of John Lewis’s pledges 
to fight the climate crisis. “I 
can understand that premiums 


<A Alex Gerlis feels let down by 
John Lewis, which he expected to be 
more environmentally friendly 
PHOTOGRAPH: GRAEME ROBERTSON/GUARDIAN 


: might go up but to have a blanket 
: ‘no’ on insuring electric cars is 

: incompatible with John Lewis’s 

: claim to be environmentally 

: friendly,” he says. 


“It put its car insurance business 


: out to tender but what it didn’t 

: dois say that ‘environmental and 
: climate action is important to 

: us, so this must include electric 

: vehicles’? 


Insurance wasn’t difficult to 


: find elsewhere - big names such as 
: Aviva, Admiral and Churchill were 

: willing to cover the car. But he says 
: this just shows how wrong John 

: Lewis was to be apparently pulling 
: out of the market. 


Covéa would not comment. 
John Lewis Financial Services 


: told us: “Our underwriter has 

: temporarily paused offering new 

: policies and renewals on fully 

: electric vehicles while they analyse 
: the risks and costs entailed. This 

: decision does not affect any 

: existing policies in force, or hybrid 
: vehicles.” Hilary Osborne 


<4 Empty promises: drivers wanting 
to go electric are finding they are 
having to pay a hefty price 
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High fuel prices, and concerns 
about the environment, have 
resulted in more drivers opting for 
an electric car, with almost 270,000 
new vehicles registered in the UK 
last year - an increase of 40%. 

Faced with the big increase in 
his insurance costs, David, who 
is in his 30s and lives in Bradford, 
looked at ending his lease, even 
though he loves acar he describes 
as an “iPhone on wheels”. The 
monthly payments are more than 
£600 but to terminate would 
involve a huge fee. 

“Pm fortunate that I earna 
decent wage and don’t havea 
mortgage. I checked to see if I could 
change the car model but Pd have 
to pay an £8,000 forfeit.” 

Five weeks into his Direct Line 
policy, he found a cheaper deal, 
with a smaller upfront deposit, 
with Admiral, which reduced the 
cost by £75 a month to £404. 

Sometimes insurers pause 
offering policies when new 
information comes to light. Asked 
about its position on electric cars, 
Aviva says it regularly reviews its 
underwriting criteria for all makes 
and models to reflect emerging 
trends and experience. 

“Although we insured the Tesla 
Y Model last year, during the year 
we changed this acceptance criteria 
and we were no longer able to offer 
a policy at renewal,’ it says. 

“We have made further changes 
and we are able to underwrite these 
vehicles on some of our products, 
and expect others to follow.” 

It is now possible to get cover 
through its Aviva Direct brand and 
on price comparison websites. 

John Lewis and Vitality electric 
car policies are underwritten by 
Covéa Insurance, but it declined 
to comment on its rationale. John 
Lewis says: “Our underwriter has 
temporarily paused offering new 
policies and renewals on fully 
electric vehicles while they analyse 
the risks and cost.” 

Direct Line Group, which owns 
the Privilege brand, added that 
it was “committed to the electric 
vehicle market” and was offering 
insurance for cars from big 
manufacturers, including Tesla 
and Smart, “subject to individual 
circumstances. We price policies 
based on our view of risk and the 
ratings factors we use, including 
the model of car and inflation. 
Like many other sectors, insurers 
continue to face higher costs.” 

The Association of British 
Insurers insists the motor 
insurance market “remains 
competitive”. It adds: “Our 
members fully support the rollout 
of electric vehicles and efforts to 
transition to net zero. Whether to 
offer insurance, and at what price, 
isa commercial decision based on 
their risk appetite.” 

* Not his real name 
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A It could be acanny move to put cash in the highest-paying accounts now 
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Savings 


Grab and go... best rates 


could soon disappear 


Rupert Jones 


t could be “grab them before 
they’re gone” time when it 
comes to some of the top- 
paying savings accounts, 
assuming UK interest rates 
are at, or near, their peak. 

There are some on offer paying 
more than 6% but experts warned 
this week that those thinking of 
signing up may want to get amove 
on, as the very best deals may not 
be around for much longer. 

This could already be starting to 
happen: during the last few days, 
some fixed-rate savings bonds have 
had their rates trimmed. 

“With the base rate potentially 
having peaked sooner and lower 
than anticipated, we could start 
to see fixed-rate bonds being 
withdrawn once the tranches have 
been filled,’ says Anna Bowes, 

a co-founder of the Savings 
Champion website. 

She adds: “If you see something 
... now is the time to act.” 

Sarah Coles, the head of personal 
finance at the investment platform 
Hargreaves Lansdown, says that 
if you have been waiting to graba 
top fixed savings rate, “it’s worth 
getting your skates on”. Here, we 
round up some of the top-paying 
accounts that may be worth 
grabbing. 


Paying 6.2% 
At the time of writing, NS&I’s one- 
year fixed-rate guaranteed growth 
and guaranteed income bonds still 
had the top spot in the best-buy 
table - but itis far from clear how 
long they will be around. 

You can invest from £500 to £1m, 
and you can’t take your money 
out until after the 12 months have 


elapsed. Once you have bought 
one of these bonds, you can’t add 
any more money toit. You can buy 
more bonds, though, assuming 
they are still on sale. 


Paying 6% or more 

Ford Money and Ikano Bank are 
two of the better-known providers 
offering fixed-rate savings bonds 
paying 6.05%. 

Ford Money - a division of the 
carmaker - is paying that to those 
who tie up their money for one 
year, 18 months or two years. 

To get 6.05% at Ikano Bank - the 
sister company of Ikea and still 
owned by the family that founded 
the furniture retailer - you need to 
put your money away for two years. 

The Ford Money accounts havea 
minimum opening deposit of £500, 
while at ikano Bank it is £1,000. 
Others offering good rates include 
Sainsbury’s Bank, which has a one- 
year bond paying 6.01%. 

The highest-paying savings 
bonds where the rate is fixed for 
five years are paying a little less - 
about 5.75% to 5.8% was the best 
you could get this week, according 
to the data provider Moneyfacts. 

But if interest rates end up falling 
back quite a bit from where they are 
now, taking out one could look like 
acanny move. 


Paying 5.7% 

NS&l’s Green Savings Bond is fixed 
for three years and savers are still 
able to stash money in these online- 
only products. 

There are three-year savings 
bonds available that pay slightly 
more than 5.7% - for example, 
Ikano Bank offers one at 5.95%. 

To open an NS&I account, you 
must pay in between £100 and 
£100,000. Savers can’t access their 
money during the three years. 


You'll find plenty to talk about, whichever side of the fence you're on, 
in every copy of the Guardian and Observer. From news to reviews, 
climate to culture, your conversations will sparkle. From just £2.03 per 
issue, you're investing in the future of independent journalism while 
staying armed with the facts you need for an informed debate. 


Package Newsstand price per month Subscription rate Saving 

Every day £960 £60.99 34% off 
Six day ER £53.99 30% off 
Weekend 293 £24.99 24% off 
Saturday Ae? £13.99 15% off 
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Money hacks How to get 


the best out of a credit card 


Sandra Haurant 


There are 58m credit cards in 
circulation in the UK, according to 
the banking body UK Finance, with 
many people making greater use of 
them amid the cost of living crisis. 


Know when to steer clear 


“If you know you won’t have the 
discipline to avoid overspending, 
you need to think long and hard 
about whether a credit card is right 
for you,” says Sarah Coles, a senior 
personal finance analyst at the 
investment platform Hargreaves 
Lansdown. 


“Two-thirds of new clients have 
credit card debt when they come 
for advice,’ says Richard Lane, 
the director of external affairs at 
StepChange Debt Charity, which 
helps people with debt problems 
take back control of their finances 
and their lives. 

Lane says that credit cards can 
be useful when you are faced with 
an unexpected expense, “but it’s 
not uncommon, especially during 
the ongoing cost of living crisis, for 
people to rely on credit cards when 
finances are tight, and then get 
stuck in an expensive borrowing 
spiral”. 

If you find yourself overwhelmed 
with credit card debt, let your card 
provider know quickly. 


A cheaper way to borrow? 


It might be, in some situations. 

If you pay off your outstanding 
balance in full each month, you 
worrt pay any interest on what you 
have borrowed. 

If you don’t pay off the bill in full, 
you will be charged interest, which 
is usually backdated to the date of 
your purchase. 


Finda 0% APR deal 


If you want to borrow acertain 
amount for a specific purchase and 
are considering using a credit card, 
itis worth comparing how this 
would stack up against something 
like a personal loan. A loan is likely 


to have a lower interest rate than a 
credit card, although most banks 
won’t lend less than £1,000 or for 
fewer than 12 months, so the risk 
is that you may end up borrowing 
more than you need or can afford. 

Where credit cards can be useful 
is when they have introductory 
deals for new customers that can 
keep costs low or even at zero. 

“For those looking for anew 
credit card, there are still plenty 
available that offer 0% interest 
on new purchases for a fixed 
period,’ says Alex Hasty, a finance 
expert at the comparison site 
Comparethemarket. 

The risk, of course, is that you 
let the debt sit on the account for 
too long. After the 0% introductory 
period ends, that rate will rise - 
often to 30% or more. Hasty says: 
“If you pay your card late or miss 
payments, you may be charged 
afee. And you may lose any 
promotional offers.” 


Cards and your credit score 


“There’s a bit of a catch-22 in that 
in order to get a competitive credit 
card - with something like along 
interest-free period or a low rate - 
you need a good credit record. But 
in order to get a good credit record, 
you need a history of taking on debt 
and paying it off sensibly, which 
credit cards can help you get,” Coles 
says. 

A “credit builder” card, suchas 
Tesco Bank’s Foundation credit 
card, is one option that may help. 

These cards come with low credit 
limits and, by repaying the debt 
off each month, you will begin to 
demonstrate that you can manage 
your finances. 

James Jones, a spokesperson 
for the credit reference agency 
Experian, says: “Using credit cards 
can bea boon for credit scores and 
a great tactic for people building a 
credit history for the first time.” 

The Experian credit score 
operates ona scale of 0 to 999 - the 
higher the score, the better. 

“A low balance and perfect 
payment record can boost your 
Experian score,” Jones says. 

“But push the wrong buttons 
with your credit card usage, such 
as maxing outa card or missing 
repayments, and your score could 
suffer.” 


‘They can be a great 
tactic for building 


your credit history’ 


James Jones 
Experian 


Reap the rewards 


If you are disciplined and have 
areliable income, you can use 
acredit card for your everyday 
spending and make the most of 
incentives offered by the providers. 

“You can choose between cards 
offering cashback [based ona 
percentage of the amount you 
spend] and those offering points 
that can be spent on specific things 
- suchas Nectar points, vouchers 
or airline or hotel points. There are 
also cards with fees which offer 
more generous returns, so you'll 
need to calculate whether it’s worth 
it for you,” Coles says. 

“Often, generous reward cards 
are linked to specific retailers, and 
give you extra points when you 
shop with that retailer, so when you 
are searching for the best option, 
it’s worth considering where you 
are likely to shop.” 

For example, at the time of 
writing, the John Lewis Partnership 
credit card was offering new 
customers triple points on 
eligible spending at John Lewis 
and Waitrose for the first 90 days 
(the points are converted into 
vouchers). 


Get extra protection 


One of the biggest advantages of 
using a credit card is section 75 
protection. 

“When you buy something 
that costs between £100 and 
£30,000 using acard, the credit 
card company becomes jointly 
responsible with the retailer if 
something goes wrong with the 
purchase,” Coles says. 

“Tt means they havea legal 
obligation to put things right if 
an item is faulty, it never arrives, 
or you bought it from a company 
that went out of business before 
delivering it. This applies even if 
you only pay for part of iton the 
card.” 


Comfort Eating with 


Grace Dent: Live 


Guardian restaurant critic and Comfort Eating podcast host, Grace Dentis going live. Katy 
Wix and Jimi Famurewa willbe interviewing Grace in London and Manchester respectively. 


As they all share in the joyous memories of their favourite 


cde Gian Live 


comfort eats and cosy treats, you can join in on the delicious discussions with 
your own culinary questions. 


Monday 9 October Wednesday 11 October 
London, Islington Assembly Hall Manchester, Contact Theatre 
+ livestream with Katy Wix with Jimi Famurewa 


essa Gs 


@GuardianLive 


Book your tickets at theguardian.com/comfort-eating-live or scan the OR code 
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Driving licences 


‘Temporary DVLA error 


adds extra fees to renewals 


Anna Tims 


otorists who try 
to renew their 
driving licences 
using recently 
issued passports 
face being forced 
to go toa post office and pay fees 
that are 54% higher than the online 
price. Itis because of a glitch on 
the Driver and Vehicle Licensing 
Agency (DVLA) website, and those 
with passports issued since 2016 
are affected. 
The DVLA charges £14 for online 
renewals by UK passport holders. 
However, many who have 
tried to use post-Brexit passports 
have received a pop-up message 
saying their application cannot 
continue because the document 
is invalid. Only when they call 
customer services are they told a 
longstanding technical error is to 
blame. 
The DVLA website advises 
drivers unable to renew online 
to complete the process at a 
participating post office for £21.50. 
Postal applications are available. 
These incur a £17 fee plus postage, 
and forms have to be picked up 
from participating post offices. 
Helen Taylor, who lives in the 
Highlands of Scotland, was forced 
to make a100-mile round trip to the 
nearest post office offering DVLA 


A Counting the inconvenience and 
cost of renewing a driving licence 


services after her online application 
was rejected. 

“My husband and I renewed our 
passports at the same time in 2020. 
My husband successfully renewed 
his driving licence online but I 
could not,’ she says. 

The technical glitch has been 
caused by the removal of digital 
signatures from passports in 
2017. The change, introduced 
by the Passport Office (HMPO), 
was designed to speed up online 
applications by dispensing with 
signed supplementary forms and 
printed photos. Passports are now 
signed by the owner on receipt. 

However, the reform has slowed 
down some online applications for 
driving licences because the DVLA 
transposes digital signatures held 
by HMPO on to photocard permits. 

If HMPO does not hold a digital 
signature, a signed form must 
be submitted which can only be 
obtained from certain post offices. 

Applications can be submitted 
digitally via a post office and take 
five days but cost more. Only 
1,200 of the UK’s 11,775 post office 
branches offer the service which 
will cease altogether next March, 
when the DVLA’s contract ends. 

At the time of writing, the DVLA 
website made no mention of the 
technical problem, leaving some 
applicants fearing their passport is 
invalid. 

The agency says an 
announcement is unnecessary as 
insignificant numbers are affected, 
although it admits that those 
numbers are unknown. It adds: 
“For the vast majority of drivers 
choosing to renew their driving 
licence online, we are able to use 
the digital signature directly from 
the Passport Office. 

“For those who do not havea 
signature on file, we are working on 
asolution which will allow them 
to apply online, which we hope to 
launch later this year.” 


Consumer champions 
Zoe Wood 


My late grandfather billed 
for electricity he didn't use 


My grandfather GD died suddenly 
of astroke in March at the age of 
91. Until that point he’d been fairly 
healthy and living alone in a house 
he had owned all his life, and rent- 
ing a small workshop to store tools 
from his career as an engineer. 

His electricity bills were 
extremely high because the house 
is draughty. However, he had not 
used the workshop for several 
years, so he should only have been 
paying standing charges. 

He asked several times to have 
the power to it disconnected, but 
was fobbed off with a number of 
different reasons. 

He had a personal account 
with ScottishPower for the house 
and a business account for the 
workshop, and since he died, the 
company has been a nightmare to 
deal with. 

My mother (his daughter) 
has been trying to close the 
accounts while selling the house 
butis being given conflicting 
information. 

She was told to transfer eve- 
rything into her name, but she is 
now receiving bailiff letters to her 
address in GD’s name. They are 
demanding £1,500 for outstanding 
bills, despite having already told 
her the account is settled. 

One adviser said her bill was an 
error and should be torn up. She 
then received another several 
days later, demanding payment 
within 24 hours. 

She wasalso told the best option 
was to have the workshop meter 
removed. She tried, setting up two 
appointments, but no one showed. 

Tomake things worse, the 
bereavement department can- 
not access business accounts, so 
she has to go through normal cus- 
tomer service, explaining, once 
again, to every new person. 

My mother is finding this 
upsetting. ScottishPower will 
only speak to the person on the 
account, so I can’t get involved. 
HR, London 


A Billed for a meter in a workshop 
that hadn’t been used for years 


This is another doozy from 
ScottishPower, which we last 
reported on in April when it was 
sending MJ emails and unusable 
cheques made out to his late father. 

Sorting out how much your late 
grandfather owed was a bit more 
complicated because of the meter 
in the workshop. 

After we got in touch, the com- 
edy of errors stopped and matters 
were quickly drawn to aclose. 

ScottishPower says: “We are 
sorry for the distress caused to GD’s 
family at this upsetting time and 
have been in touch to rectify the 
issues. His daughter was receiving 
bills due to an administrative error. 

“Our bereavement team does not 
have access to business accounts 
but should transfer the details to 
the dedicated team to update the 
records. On this occasion, this did 
not happen, and we will be making 
a goodwill payment.” 

You are grateful as you feel this 
saga would otherwise still be rum- 
bling on, which is just not good 
enough. 


Fined, for queueing ata 


petrol station carwash 

My husband had to wait in a long 
queue at the carwash at the Apple- 
green petrol station near our home 
in Bristol, and was shocked whena 


£100 fine (£60 if paid within a fort- 
night) arrived from the car park 
management firm Parkingeye. 

We appealed and sentit evi- 
dence: the carwash ticket, the 
receipt and credit card payment - 
but it was rejected. We went back 
to the petrol station and the staff 
promised to get the fine cancelled. 

But we have since received a 
“final notice” from Parkingeye 
which threatens further action, 
including hiring a debt recovery 
firm or pursuing legal action if we 
do not pay. 

We tried going back to the petrol 
station, but the staff did not seem 
able to help. This doesn’t seem fair. 
MW, Bristol 


Ireceive a fair number of let- 

ters from readers battling parking 
charges, with the proliferation of 
parking apps and number-plate rec- 
ognition software turning the once 
simple process of using a car park 
into a technological nightmare. 

In this instance, the cameras 
monitoring this forecourt clock the 
time a car arrives and departs rather 
than what the owner does while on 
site, which in your case involved 
sitting in a queue. 

After we contacted Applegreen, 
the fine was cancelled. It also con- 
tacted you to apologise. 

Applegreen says: “The customer 
shouldn’t have been charged. When 
they contacted Applegreen locally 
to query the charge, the fine should 
have been cancelled, as it is clear 
they were waiting for a carwash. 
Unfortunately, this didn’t happen. 
We are happy to resolve the matter 
and again offer our apologies.” 

Still, a parking tale with a happy 
ending. 


We welcome letters but cannot answer 
individually. Email us at consumer. 
champions@theguardian.com or 
write to Consumer Champions, 
Money, the Guardian, 90 York Way, 
London N1 9GU. Please include a 
daytime phone number. Submission 
and publication of all letters is subject 
to our terms and conditions: http:// 
theguardian.com/letters-terms 
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Be part of the continental conversation. 
Subscribe to our free newsletter to get 

a weekly selection of the most pressing 
stories and debates in Europe -from 
economics to the environment. 
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Fantasy 
house hunt 
Homes witl 


Compiled by Anna White 


> Stubhamptor 
£895,000 


On the edge of the New 

Forest national park, south of 
Salisbury, sits this hamlet, and 
onits periphery is the detached, 
characterful Chestnut Cottage, 
with the original part believed to 
date from the 1700s. It has three 
bedrooms and two bathrooms. 
Bursting with period features, 
there are inglenook fireplaces, 
exposed beams and pine doors in 
the main and original building. 

The extension contains the kitchen 
which has a dramatic vaulted 
ceiling in a palette of midnight blue. 
Savills, 01202 856 861 


£1m 
From the front-facing windows of 


the Grade II-listed, 17th-century 
terraced Shirley House - downa 


It’s a playful property with bold 
colours sitting side by side with 
age-appropriate vintage materials. 
The kitchen, on the lower ground 
floor, is paradise for those who 
love rustic features. This cavern- 
like room has large sash windows, 
a flagstone floor and a deep butler 
sink. The original bread oven sits 
cosily next to the range, housed 
within a fireplace surround picked 
out in lime green, which matches 
the worktops and shelving. 

Inigo, 020 3687 3071 


narrow street - you can spy the sea. 


£3.5m 
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This multimillion-pound home tothe north 
of Oxford city centre, ina sought-after district, 
is the ultimate family property designed for 
entertaining witha kitchen worthy of The 
Great British Bake Off, which started anew 
series on Tuesday. The six-bedroom property 
has an outdoor pool, abasement cinema room 
anda party barn - complete with disco glitter 
ball. The showstopper is the vast double-height 
kitchen-diner with an atrium at its centre and 
bifold doors that open on to the garden. The 
central island doubles as a breakfast bar. 

John D Wood, 01865 575 351 


A CrySte 
£685,00 
Ona quiet close is this detached 
three-bedroom house. The 
downstairs runs from the kitchen 

at the front, to the south-facing 
garden at the back, with individual 
spaces marked out only by achange 
in flooring and two feature shelving 
units of curved open timber shapes. 
Tucked away behind one is the neat 
kitchen and a larder hidden behind 
double doors. The Modern House, 
020 3795 5920 


— £795,000 


On the Norton Disney Hall estate 
are two 18th-century barns that 
used to service the farmhouse. 
They have been converted into this 
three-bedroom home. At its heart 
isa modern take on the traditional 
country farmhouse kitchen. The 
sunny room is painted in a rich 
yellow with blue cabinetry and 
granite worktops (which stay cool 
for baking). Inigo, 020 3687 3071 
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Best of 


Whether you'd like to escape to the other side of the world, or venture somewhere 


closer to home, these travel ideas and tips are sure to fire up the imagination 


Carl Friedrik is a premium travel goods brand 
empowering modern travellers with refined yet long- 
lasting accessories that elevate life on the open road. 

An underlying commitment to quality means all items 
in their collection — from suitcases to leather bags and 
wallets - are backed by a lifetime guarantee. 

Carl Friedrik’s luggage balances sleek design with 
effortless functionality, making any of their suitcases the 
ideal companion for business or leisure travellers. 

The Luggage Set Large includes the best-selling cabin 
case, The Carry-on Pro 43L, and the largest 
case in their range, The Large 
Check-in 90L. It is available in the 
recently released all-black colourway 
and retails at £925. Discover more 
at carlfriedrik.com 


CARL FRIEDRIK 


To enter visit checklists.co.uk/win|carlfriedrik 


Cross a top French resort off your to-ski list 


Peak Feeling Ski are a ski travel agency specialising 
in providing tailor-made holidays in the French Alps. 
They organise catered chalet holidays, hotels or self- 
catered apartments in all resorts, covering all budgets. 
Unbeatable value for tailored choices 
They work differently to classic tour operators by 
hand-picking the perfect chalet for each group. They 
can then add a private chef and daily housekeeping, 
creating a bespoke experience for their guests. This 
ends up as a significantly more affordable option than 
traditional chalet holidays and allows you to prioritise 
the most important parts of your trip. From fabulous 
ski-in, ski-out locations, experienced chefs, hot tubs 
with mountain views or traditional chalets with open 
fires - they've got you covered! 


Unlimited options 
They work closely with a wide range of suppliers based 
in the Alps, offering unlimited options. Everything they 
sell is at their suppliers’ public prices, so they can use their 
expertise to find exactly what you are looking for at no 
extra cost to you. 

Let them do the hard work, so you don’t have to 
Their concierge service will organise all the essentials 
for you, including airport transfers, ski passes, lessons, 
childcare, restaurant bookings and anything else you 
might need! 


Simplifying your Teel ski ALL 


Contact them for your tailored proposal at peakfeeling-ski.com or email info@peakfeelingski.com 


Discover wellbeing for your legs 


The Solidea Relax Unisex Flight Socks offer chic, Italian styling made with the latest 
technologies in compression. Designed to keep legs energised and free from swelling, 
these travel socks are a real treat for travellers. With an unscented, aloe vera infused 
fabric for skin-friendly softness, the socks offer a textured sole to massage the feet and 
deep, non-constricting top bands for comfort with every step of your journey. 


Save 10% on your purchase at pebbleuk.com with code PB23GD until 31 October. 
Call 0800 433 4757 to get in touch. 


@ Pebble UK 


a stepping stone to a healthier life 


Uncover the ultimate hotel for a magical winter 
escape in Tyrol VE 


Experience the ultimate winter getaway in Tyrol 

at this exceptional hotel! Discover pure luxury and 
sophistication at Hotel Edelweiss & Gurgl, where their 
opulent rooms and stylish suites await you. Indulge 

in relaxation at their expansive spa area and immerse 
yourself in the enchanting surroundings. Create 
everlasting memories as you bask in the breathtaking 
mountains at Hotel Edelweiss & Guregl. 


Guests at Hotel Edelweiss & Gurgl adore the 
exceptional four-star, superior service. Everything you 
need for an unforgettable ski holiday is within easy reach. 
Their hotel is ideally situated at an altitude of 1,930 
meters in the heart of Obergurgl, directly adjacent to 
the ski slope. With a snow guarantee in the Obergurgl- 
Hochgurgl ski resort from mid-November to early May, 
your skiing adventure is guaranteed to be extraordinary. 
They also offer perfect delights for all the senses with their 


Book now at edelweiss-gurgl.com/en sumptuous culinary offering. 


A premier four-star superior hotel in Leogang 


Discover the ultimate blend of skiing, relaxation 
and exquisite dining at the Salzburger Hof Leogang, 
a luxurious four-star superior hotel. Indulge in an 
unforgettable getaway as they 

strive to fulfil your every holiday desire with their 
dedicated team of professionals. 

Prepare to immerse yourself in extraordinary and 
sustainable vacation experiences, including an Infinity 
Sky-Pool with breathtaking views, an expansive 
1,200m2 panorama spa area, exceptional dining and 


expansive skiing options with 270km of slopes, 70 ski lifts 
and 60 inviting huts. 

The resort is easy to access; only a one-hour drive from 
Salzburg airport and just 99 metres away from the cable 
car and slopes — conveniently close to adventure. 

At the Salzburger Hof Leogang, they aim to create an 
extraordinary vacation experience tailored to your desires. 


Book now at salzburgerhof.eujen 


Explore the 
hidden gems of 
the Mediterranean 


Spend seven days sailing around the most 
breathtaking islands that Croatia and Greece 
have to offer. Explore historic towns, relax on 
board your own luxury skippered yacht and 
have the time of your life at the picture-perfect 
towns you will visit. 

Offering a fleet of modern, well-equipped 
yachts, with Yacht Getaways you can choose 
the catamaran best suited to your ideal sailing 
holiday. The catamarans accommodate eight to 
10 guests and offer several areas above deck to 
sunbathe, dine and relax. 

The first-class skipper and host team will ensure 
you have access to all the best spots. Freshly prepared 
breakfast and lunch is included every day, with wine, 


beer and soft drinks served with lunch. 

Book a cabin with a mix of guests from around the 
world or book a whole yacht with your friends and family 
and customise your route exactly the way you want. 


Book now with the 2024 Early Bird Sale at yachtgetaways.com/summer-2024 


Best of Travel is an independent spread of advertorial from Hurst Media Company. While every care is taken in ensuring that the content is in compliance with the Advertising Standards Authority and The UK Code of Non-Broadcast Advertising and Direct & Promotional Marketing 
(CAP Codes), the publishers assume no responsibility in the effect rising therefrom, and readers are advised to seek professional advice before acting on any information. 
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Enjoy beautiful walks year-round with a little 
support from Trionic 


uneven pavement, curbs, slippery paths and even 
rough terrain. 

So don’t stop enjoying nature, keep making the 
most of the great outdoors with Trionic. 


E) TRONIC 


To find out more, visit trionic.uk/sunday or call 0330 808 1748. 


Regular walking can have huge 
benefits for your wellbeing, but 
when autumn and winter kick in, 
many people stay indoors. 

If youre feeling anxious about 
getting out and about, check out 
Trionic. Their reliable rollators combine design and 
function to keep you safe and steady while tackling 


Tracks and Trails — take the road less travelled 


Venture away from the familiar on trips with like- 
minded people and unforgettable views. 

Explore Europe’s natural wonders, from the 
imposing Mont Blanc Massif to the Verdon Gorge’s 
rocky chasm. Trek through the iconic limestone towers 
of the Dolomites or along Europe’s most demanding 
trail - Corsica’s GR20. 

Take a journey into the living legacy of the Alps. 
Tread lightly, hiking or trail running, discovering the rich 
history, culture, flora and fauna as you travel from village 
to village and refuge to refuge - under your own steam. 

Imagine the exhilaration of adding snowshoes to 
hiking boots in winter to quickly access silent forests, 
snow-capped mountains and stunning views. 

Swap alpine skis for the Nordic variety and learn to 
cross-country ski. Join epic long-distance ski journeys 
under expert instruction and explore the Alps and Scandinavia with its wild spaces and glimpses of the 
northern lights. 

Tracks and Trails are adventure travel experts — 
professional mountain guides and instructors who 
share their passion for the natural world and create 
and lead every trip. 

Guiding small groups at all levels year-round, Tracks 
and Trails also create custom itineraries for families and 
friends who want to journey together. 


TRASKS > 


MOUNTAIN ADVENTURE HOLIDAYS 
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Visit tracks-and-trails.com, scan the QR code for inspiration or contact info@tracks-and-trails.com 
to have them design a trip that ventures off the beaten path. 


T H E S W. A N Nestled in the heart of Southwold, The 


Swan Hotel is more than just a place to rest 
your head, although its plump, cosy beds 
are quite heavenly. Like a big breath of fresh sea air, this vibrant hotel 
offers the ultimate experience of this authentic Suffolk seaside town. 
Whether you're seeking an indulgent escape, relaxing strolls by 
the ocean, or an insight into the art of brewing or distilling from its 


To advertise with Best of Travel, please call Hurst Media Company on 0203 478 6017 
Please visit checklists.co.uk/competitions-terms-and-conditions for full terms and conditions 


Escape to The Swan Hotel, Southwold ofa 


Win a stay at The Peppermill Hotel including 


breakfast and Prosecco Worth £250! 


The Peppermill Hotel, Restaurant and Wine bar is 
located in the heart of Wiltshire. The property is a 
Grade II* listed coaching inn dating back to 1538 in 
the town of Devizes. Offering many local attractions 
and beautiful countryside, it provides a nice way to 
unwind and relax. Their AA rosette restaurant is also 
situated within the hotel. All their rooms have been 
beautifully refurbished to a high standard and include 
air conditioning. 

Call 01380 710407 to book or check out 
peppermilldevizes.co.uk to learn more. 


Ì THE PEPPERMILL ff 


ESTAURANT la 


To enter visit checklists.co.uk/win/thepeppermill 


Save 15% on a historic New Forest break 


Master Builder’s House hotel is a haven of 
hospitality steeped in history with stunning 
views over the Beaulieu River in the heart of 
the beautiful New Forest. 

There are 26 individually designed en 
suite bedrooms, all with 100 Acre toiletries, 
and four-legged friends are warmly 
welcomed. The Riverview Restaurant offers 
sumptuous dining with picturesque river 
surroundings, and the Yachtsman Bar is 
open daily, serving drinks and bar nibbles. 

For further hotel information, please visit 
hillbrookehotels.co.uk/the-master-builders. 

Readers can save 15% on their brand new 
one-night Beaulieu Break, paying from £190 
per couple for a Classic Room, full English 
breakfast, two Beaulieu tickets and £30 per 
person towards food. 


MASTER BUILDE 
HOUSE 


BUCKLER’S HARD 


= 


R’S 


For more details or to book scan the QR code and 
use promo code BEAULIEU15. 


Harney Peak - the perfect winter getaway 


Whether you seek a romantic 
getaway or simply a relaxed 
retreat, this luxury apartment in 
the village of Portinscale, Keswick, 
is your perfect haven. 

Embrace the enchanting charm 
of the Northern Lake District in 
the winter season, in a beautifully 
appointed, one-bedroom self-catering apartment in 
Portinscale, Keswick, on the shores of Derwent Water. 
With the serenity of the lakeside surroundings on 

your doorstep, you can enjoy relaxing walks, a spot of 
shopping in Keswick or explore the beauty of the hills 
and mountains by foot, bike or boat. 

Savor the beauty of Portinscale in its winter glory, 
where every snowflake adds to the charm. This 
intimate retreat is ideal for a romantic escape or a cosy 
getaway with nature as your backdrop. 


HARNEY PEAK 
LAKE DISTRICT 


Let the magic of the Lake District warm your heart! Book your autumn or winter retreat 
with a 10% discount on stays between October and March today at harney-peak.co.uk 


owner Adnams, The Swan has it all. With its heritage touches, = 
contemporary design and bright coastal colours, it has its own 
unique charm. 

A warm welcome is waiting, along with outstanding personal service, the 
best local food and drink, and a wealth of exciting experiences. Just a stone’s 
throw from the beach, the pier, and the promenade’s famed beach-huts, it’s 
the perfect setting for a coastal escape. 


To start your Suffolk escape, visit theswansouthwold.co.uk or adnams.co.uk, and get in touch with reservations on 01502 722186 for more information. 
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Helping solve your insurance puzzles? 


It takes Aviva. 


aviva.co.uk 
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Kakuro 


Codeword 


Fill the grid so that each block adds up to the total in the box above or to 
the left of it. You can only use the digits 1-9 and you must not use the same 


number twice in a block. 


Crack the code to fillin the crossword grid. Each letter of the alphabet makes 
at least one appearance in the grid and is represented by the same number 
wherever it appears. A number of letters have been decoded to help with the 
identification of other letters and words in the grid. 
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Suguru 


Train tracks 


Fill the grid so that each square in 
an outlined block contains a digit. 
A block of two squares contains 

the digits 1 and 2, a block of three 
squares contains the digits 1, 2 and 
3, and so on. No same digit appears 
in neighbouring squares, not even 
diagonally. 


T 
4 
| | B3 
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Lay tracks to enable the train to travel from village A to 
village B. The numbers indicate how many sections of Stay 
rail go in each row and column. There are only straight 
rails and curved rails. The track cannot cross itself: 


Time Word wheel 
on your 
hands? Find as many words as possible 


using the letters in the wheel. Each 
must use the central letter and at 
least two others. Letters may be 
used only once. You may not use 
intouch plurals, foreign words or proper 

: nouns. There is at least one nine- 
with your letter word to be found. Target: 
friends with | excellent 52, good 44, average 32. 


ournew 
Puzzles 
mobile app 


You can 


connected 
and keep 


access more 
than 15,000 
crosswords and 


sudoku and 
solve puzzles 
online together. 
Download 


now. 
theguardian. 
com/ 


The Guardian 
Puzzles app and 
try it for free 


puzzlesapp 
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Quick crossword no 16,662 
Across Down 
1 Place where ships load, unload or 1 Upright member, framing an 


are repaired (4) 

3 Immaculate (8) 

8 Annual flat race run at Epsom for 
three-year-old fillies (4) 

9 Fruit tree — dark purple colour (8) 

11 American gobstopper — word that’s 
hard to pronounce (10) 

14 Wooden hammer (6) 

15 Clever trick (informal) (6) 

17 Onlooker (10) 

20 Member of a radical Chinese youth 
movement endorsed by Chairman 
Mao in 1966 (3,5) 

21 Powdered starch (4) 

22 Debacle (8) 

23 Garden party (4) 


entrance (8) 
2 Easy-peasy task (8) 
4 Form of a word used to denote 
more than one (6) 
5 Fixed-price menu with limited 
choices (5,5) 
6 Maltese currency (4) 
7 Bean protein (4) 
10 Pig (informal) (6,4) 
12 Drink (8) 
13 Sparkler (8) 
16 Move sideways suddenly (6) 
18 You hope to fill this up (4) 
19 Lyric poems (4) 


Yesterday's 
Quick crossword 


Solution no 16,661 
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Stuck? For help call 0906 200 83 83. Calls cost £1.10 
per minute, plus your phone company's access charge. 
Service supplied by ATS. Call 0330 333 6946 for 
customer service (charged at standard rate). 

Want more? Get access to more than 4,000 puzzles at 
theguardian.com/crossword. To buy puzzle books, visit 
www.guardianbookshop.com or call 0330 333 6846. 


Sandwich sudoku Chris Maslanka 
Solutions 
Medium Pyrgic:1 Akimbo describes a : product of two consecutive integers | is (14)(4) + (%4)(4) = %. [Point to 
5 posture with legs apart, hands : (both positive and both negative). : ponder Why do we know it must be 
Place the digits on hips with palms outwards and : Ifp=6, (x, y) =(2, -3) or (-3,2).We : 3⁄4 without that last calculation?] 


from1-9ineach 
row, column and 


3x3 block. 

The clues outside 
the grid show 

the sum of the 


numbers placed 
between the 1 and 


9in that row or 
column. 


O 5 24 33 4 35 16 8 12 
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arms bent with elbows pointing 
outward - a usefully compact word 
for a human pose (I don’t think 
gorillas do it). It often occurs with 
arms, legs, limbs: so Bert stood 
there, legs akimbo, which may 
sound a little recursive. The idea 
of fangs adopting such a pose is 
topologically absurd. Not that 
pythons - being non-venomous - 
have fangs anyway. 

2 Ifx(x +1) = y(y+ 1) then x? - y? = 
(x - y)(x + y) = -(x - y); Sox = y, or 
(x + y) =-1. In the second case y = 
-(x+1)and y +1=-x: the product 
of two consecutive positive integers 
equalling the product of the same 
two integers with negative signs in 
front of them. Then p must be the 


: must include x = y, so (x, y) = (2, 2) 
: and (-3, -3). Point to ponder What 
; ify(y + Dy + 2)(y +3) =x(K+ (KF 2) | 
: (x +3)=120? 

: 3h2+s2=(2s)2> 

| h=sv3;(h-r)?=12 +s? 

: >r=s/(v3). Ifthe side 

: of the triangle is 4, 

: s=2andr=2/(v3)and 

: h=2v3, so that r=h/3. 

: 4Probabilities P on the first go: 
: Bart gets 2 heads (P(HH) = 1⁄4); Bart 

: gets 1 head (Prob (HT or TH) = 4); 

: Bart gets O heads (P(TT) = 4); then 

: Tubbs gets 1 head (P(H) = 4%); Tubbs 
: gets O heads (P(T) = 4). Prob Bart 

: wins in one gois % + (⁄)(⁄) = %. 

: Probability Tubbs wins in one go 

: is(4)(4) = %. Probability of a draw 


: Tubbs’s total chances are (1⁄4) + (34) 
i (4%) +(4%)C%)? + ... ad infinitum = (1⁄4) 


[1+ 4) + 4) + ...1 = C/A - CA) 


: =% similarly, Bart’s chances work 
: outas %. Point to ponder Why 

: mustit be 44? Why do we expect 

: the chances of each winning to be 

: greater than for just the first go? 

: How many goes may we expect 

: before the game ends? 

: Wordplay: Wordpool a), b), d); 

: Alphabet Soup EDUCATION; EPU 

: INSPIRATION; N or M COMICAL, 

: CONICAL; Uncle Rebus NOTHING 
: IS WRITTEN IN STONE; Missing 

: Links a) seal/ant/hem, b) writ/ 

: large/amount, c) flag/ship/shape, 

: d) south/paw/paw, e) rare/bit/tern, 
: f) top/speed/limit. 


Make it a Signature Tour 
with three additional 
excursions from £1,789”? 


Tour highlights 


@ Return flights from a selection of regional airports with 


hotel transfers 


@ Seven nights in four-star accommodation inclusive of all 
local taxes, with breakfast and dinner, plus one lunch ina 


rural restaurant 


@ Services of our experienced tour manager 


iG) 


Your included experiences 


@ Three guided tours including the Valley of the Temples, the 


Roman Villain Piazza Armerina and Monreale Cathedral 
@ Four visits including Palermo, Taormina, Mount Etna 


and Siracusa, plus enjoy authentic Sicilian food at a local 
agriturismo restaurant 


Book at holidays.theguardian.com/riv-sy 
or call 0330 333 6750 


Gatian 
Holidays 


Calls cost the same as dialing a standard 01 or 02 number from your landline or mobile phone. Prices are based on two people sharing and are correct at time of print. 
Single supplements may apply. This holiday is operated by and subject to booking conditions of Riviera Travel, ABTA V4744 ATOL 3430 protected, Subject to availability. 
Additional entrance cost may apply. Images used in conjunction with Riviera Travel. For further information please write to Riviera Travel, New Manor, 328 Wetmore 


Road, Burton upon Trent, Staffs, DE14 1SP. See website for full details.*Stays at the Hotel Michelangelo are on a B&B basis 


ERA 
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Hull 0719 8.3m 2000 7.9m | Whitby 0458 6.lm 1734 5.8m Pacom Newcastle 1846t00709 | making residents vulnerable to &@ | Angeles &) Wash’ton 
Leith 0328 61m 1602 5.9m | Wick 0012 3.9m 1249 3.7m iran ee i Norwich 1835t00655 | extreme weather. Alice Fowle &» Lagos Æ Well'ton 
rapnics provider 5 P 
Liverpool 0002 10.0m 1230 9.8m Workington 0022 9.0m 1248 8.7m PRATA oa Penzance 1903 to 0722 and Morgan Thomas MetDesk &, Lima Æ Zurich 


BRILLIANT 
LIKE NO OTHER 


This is our famous fluted bezel. A brilliant creation 
in many regards. Presented on our Oyster in 1926, 
it is remarkable first and foremost for its original 
design, which enabled it to be screwed tightly 
to the case, thus completing the waterproofness 
of the watch. Since 1953, however, it has been 
fixed on the watch by friction-fitting. One may 
wonder, then, why we keep it and even sharpen 
its distinctive geometry? The answer is simple. 
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ROLEX BOUTIQUE, ONE HYDE PARK, KNIGHTSBRIDGE 
ROLEX BOUTIQUE, WONDER ROOM, SELFRIDGES LONDON 
ROYAL OPERA HOUSE, THE PIAZZA COVENT GARDEN 
THE VILLAGE, WESTFIELD WHITE CITY LONDON 
BUCHERER.COM 


While it once was merely an element among 
others repelling dust and water, it now lives 
to uniquely reflect even the slightest ray of 
light. Exclusively fashioned in 18 ct gold or 950 
platinum, we have enhanced its fluting and finish 
with no less passion than that we devoted to its 
functional purpose. Whether at a glance or in 
mere reflection, all instantly recognise it as our 
distinctive signature feature. 


#Perpetual 
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